SustainAbility News June 2021
Coming Events:

From our Chair, Pat Armstrong:

ESRAG ANZPI Chapter Meeting
Thursday 15 July 2021: 7.30pm AEDT
Circular Economy

In June 2020, the ESRAG ANZPI Regional Chapter was established as one of
the first ESRAG Regional Chapters, using guidelines provided by ESRAG.
During this time, the chapter membership has grown by more than 130%.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84902521635

Sunday 1 August
National Tree Day
Tuesday 10 August
Climate and Peace Forum
https://climateandpeace.com.au
Sunday 11 July
United Nations World Population Day

World Population Day | United Nations
Plastic Free July
Safe ways to reduce plastic waste

Resources:
ESRAG & UNEP Handbook | ESRAG
esraganzpi.org/

Share the ESRAG 2 minute video

Project Drawdown
https://sustainablesocial.org/pages/
inforotary
Climate and Peace Forum
https://climateandpeace.com.au/videos-4
-may-2021/
Welcome to the newest members of ESRAG
ANZPI:
District 9465: Paul Wettin, Carlton
District 9500: Dr Janine Pierce
District 9685: Lis Bastian, Blackheath
District 9710: John Brentnall, Berri
District 9780: Jill Gleeson, Port Fairy, David
Goldsmith, Ballarat West
District 9790: Dr Liz Pascoe, Albury North,
John Burnie, Appin Park, Wangaratta
District 9800: Ian Ada, Carlton,
Carolyn Walker, Passport Melbourne, Carolyn
Ingvarson – non Rotarian
District 9810: Glenys Grant OAM, Forest Hill,
Dr Ratnakar Vallabhaneni, Wheelers Hill
District 9830: Una Hobday, Hobart
District 9930: Raymond Scott,
Tauranga Sunrise
There are now 162 ESRAG members in 25
Districts across Zone 8:
9455, 9465, 9510, 9550, 9570, 9600, 9630,
9650, 9670, 9675, 9685, 9700, 9705, 9710,
9780, 9790, 9800, 9810, 9820, 9830, 9910,
9920, 9930, 9940, 9980

To get started, we formed an Executive and teams, developed a strategic plan
and engaged members through monthly Zoom Chapter meetings. As the year
unfolded, we developed a website that was to be the prototype for the new ESRAG website and
other ESRAG groups. To this prototype ANZPI website, we have added projects from around our
Zone, provided information and FAQs and delivered monthly newsletters.
We are delighted with this growth of our fledgling organisation and have reached out to form
partnerships with other environmental groups, such as the Rotarians for Bees and the Climate and
Peace Forums (Rotary Clubs of Sydney) and to form a Network of Zone 8 District Environmental
Sustainability Coordinators. A local ESRAG ANZPI group was formed in Moreton Bay.
To cap off our first-year, we held our first major event: Environment the New Area of Focus
Launch and were thrilled with the response.
I will be standing down as the chair of the ESRAG ANZPI at the end of this Rotary year, as I have
increasing responsibilities on the ESRAG Board.
I will be handing over to Ted Waghorne from the Rotary Club of Canterbury,
District 9800.
May I thank all the volunteers on the ESRAG ANZPI Executive and all those on
the working groups for their contributions in helping to establish and grow the
ESRAG ANZPI Regional Chapter.
Pat Armstrong
ESRAG ANZPI (Chair 2020-2021)

Congratulations to Rob Anderson from the Rotary Club of
Canterbury who was honoured with a Paul Harris Fellowship at
the recent ESRAG Annual General Meeting.
ESRAG Facebook
Rob has worked incredibly hard in the last 12 months supporting
ESRAG with the website, communications and the #I Fix the
Planet challenge, as co-chair of Project Drawdown and in
developing websites for regional chapters.
Rob also created the ESRAG ANZPI website and managed distribution of the ESRAG
ANZPI and District 9800 newsletters.
Rob is the founder of Cause Good Things, a not-for-profit venture to empower and
enable purpose among government, people, businesses, causes, community and
institutions.
Congratulations Rob, so well deserved!

ESRAG ANZPI Monthly Meeting Tuesday 22nd June 2021
There was a very strong attendance at this final meeting of the Rotary year
where we celebrated the achievements of our inaugural year as a chapter of
ESRAG: we are one of 12 chapters worldwide.
Much of the work of the executive this year was devoted to establishing
ourselves with policies, processes and promoting our place in the region which
is vast.

Our purposes:
1. Foster action to protect the environment across the region by networking,
supporting projects, promotion and collaboration
2. Grow ESRAG’s influence and membership in the region.
This year we have:
- held monthly meetings with excellent guest speakers and given members opportunities to discuss and provide input,
- developed an outstanding website featuring projects across the zone, news and resources,
- held the Launch of the Environment as an Area of Focus symposium with superb video and speakers,
- provided monthly newsletters,
- promoted the bi-monthly Climate and Peace forums,
- supported a webinar with Costa Georgiadis and Fiona Chambers for Rotarians 4 Bees,
- produced research papers, guides and resources for districts and clubs,
- developed policies and processes to formalise the work of the executive.
The website www.esraganzpi.org now showcases 74
projects across Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific
Islands which promote efforts across the 6 areas of
focus:
Biodiversity, Circular Economy, Climate, Food Security,
Pollution & Sustainable Living.
These projects give you an idea of the range of activity
already being undertaken by Rotarians and clubs across
the zone.
The website also contains:
- webinars and recordings
https://www.esraganzpi.org/webinar-recordings/
- newsletters and events digests
https://www.esraganzpi.org/newsletters/
Guidelines and worked examples for Environmental Sustainability Club and District Coordinators:
Committees and Working Groups
Sustainable Living tips:
Chair Pat Armstrong is working with a team to develop an environmental ambassadors training program which will launch in
August. This will be a mix of online and live workshops and contain 7 core modules, plus extra optional modules
which together will give the ambassadors the knowledge and skills to promote the environment even more. Keep watching for
more information to come.
Membership of ESRAG in our zone has grown to 162 members over the first 12 months. These members come from 25
districts in all states and territories of Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands and bring passions, skills and experience
to their clubs and to ESRAG ANZPI. Districts in Zone 8
Our Chair Pat Armstrong has taken up an even bigger role with ESRAG as Chair Elect and Director of Communications and
Education. The new Chair of ESREAGANZPI is Ted Waghorne from the Rotary Club of Canterbury, District 9800.
Sincere thanks to Pat for her leadership this year. We wish her all the best for her new role at ESRAG.

As a Centenary project District 9800 worked with the WHEEN Bee Foundation to develop a Planting Guide for urban Melbourne to help Rotarians Colour Your World with flowering plants and support our pollinators.
This guide is available free to download. You can use it to help you select pollinator attracting plants suitable for your area,
and those that can support pollinators throughout the year.
So get going. Select an area, download the guide and take action.
Across Victoria the recent catastrophic fires had a significant impact on the habitat of all forms of wildlife, including birds,
bees and other pollinators. These fires and the loss of habitat will increase the rate of decline of pollinators that are so
important for our world.
‘Pollination is a vital
But is it any better in our cities?
Living density is increasing, houses are larger and sub-division blocks are
smaller. These are all contributing to the loss of gardens.
During COVID-19 lockdowns we all noticed how important gardens, parks
and open space were for us as well as for pollinators – but don’t forget they
need appropriate flowering habitat. Many of our gardens, nature strips,
parks, and open spaces have reverted to grass and there has been a
reduction of flowering plants that are essential to support pollinators.

support system and
without it we could not
exist’
Sir David Attenborough
Did you know?
An estimated 1/3rd of
our food is dependent
on pollination.

With a little help we can redress this situation.
To support the Colour your World program the Wheen Bee Foundation (WBF) were engaged to develop plant selection guides
to suit urban Melbourne. Local plants have been selected that offer pollen and nectar to attract birds, insects, bees and other
pollinators. There is a guide for each urban bioregion in Melbourne:
- Suburbs on the western basalt plains,
- Eastern suburbs with sedimentary soils, and
- Those elevated areas to the north and east.
The Guides discuss the role and importance of pollinators, how to encourage them to your garden, and notes on
different flower forms. In each Guide there is detailed information about each plant, its height, flower colour, flowering period,
appropriate aspect and likely visitation by one of our pollinators.

The Planting Guide is a great resource for Rotary Clubs, Rotarians, Rotaractors, sponsors, partners and stakeholders for their
own use in their gardens, nature strips, balconies or even in Council Parks. Please share and inform your neighbourhood,
council, Rotarians or community groups who may benefit from the planting guide.
It is up to you to take action to put flowering plants back into our city.
Ted Waghorne
District 9800 ES Committee

#I Fix the Planet winners announced
On World Environment Day the winners of this environment competition were
announced by RI President Holger Knaack. A team of 7 judges viewed the 100+
videos to identify the winning entries. The winners were:
1. Capture Pollution before it escapes from the Rotary Clubs of Boise and Boise
South West.
2. Restore and repair coral reefs off the coast of Panama by the Rotary Club of Newport Beach.
3. Next generation owner’s manual to Global Warming by the Rotary Club of Sidney by the Sea.
4. Solar Panels Provide Renewable Energy to Hydroponic Freight Farm from Twin Cities Rotary Eco Club.
5. Recurring Global Cleanups with the Rotary Club for Global Action.
6. End Plastic Soup call to action from the Rotary Clubs of Amsterdam.
7. Trees, Trails, a Nature Centre, Observatory and Planetarium by the Rotary Club of Guelph.
There were several videos submitted from clubs in Australia .

See all the videos here.

The launch of Environment as the new Area of Focus on Friday 4th June
was an inspirational event attended by over 300 people from across the
southern hemisphere including New Zealand, Fiji, South Africa and Australia.
The Launch was introduced by RI Director, Dr Jessie Harman. A discussion with Past International President Ian Riseley and
PDG Juliet Riseley, facilitated by ESRAG ANZPI Chair Pat Armstrong, drew responses and comments on the environment and
our challenges as Rotarians. Professor Lesley Hughes and Dr Roger Blakeley provided additional commentary and information.
A highlight was a collection of Rotary projects from districts across the ANZPI zone, curated by Rob Anderson.
See the video here:
Area of Focus launch
RICON—Rotary International Virtual Convention

Pat Armstrong and Rob Anderson played lead roles in this year’s convention and were involved in seminars, a
breakout session and virtual booths. View the ESRAG ANZPI Oceania video created by Rob Anderson.
View the ESRAG ANZPI Oceania video created by Rob Anderson. MD Environment Video.mp4 on Vimeo

The Climate and Peace Forums are an initiative of the Rotary Clubs of Sydney and
bring you world leading voices in climate and peace.
If the time zone does not suit – note all registrants receive video links within 48
hours of the event.
Register now for 10 August. https://climateandpeace.com.au

Understanding time zones:
UTC = GMT: Coordinated Universal Time or Greenwich Mean
Time
AEDT = DST: Australian Eastern Daylight Time is UTC +11
AEST: Winter // non Daylight Savings Time
PST: Pacific Standard Time UTC –8
NZDT_DST: New Zealand and Pacific is UTC +13
www.timeanddate.com/
time/map/

Project Research Volunteers

We need volunteers to help with desktop research and help develop a register of Environmental Sustainability Projects in the ANZPI region.
We also need volunteers to fill out our Project Forms so we
can add these projects to our Projects Portfolio.

Time commitment is your choice.
E: esraganzpi@gmail.com

Add an image to your email signature:

