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Make Earth Day Count: Tools to Empower your Club
Celebrating the month of Earth Day, we oﬀer
resources from ﬁve continents to inspire and
equip your club to take action to protect the
environment. In this issue:
• Renowned scientist Doug Tallamy speaks April 23
on how you can help restore the planet in your own
back yard
• Drawdown's new video series, an ideal format for
Club meetings
• European sustainable investment webinars, April
15, 17, 20, and 22: prep for COP 26
• An intro to EN-ROADS, a simulation tool for
people of all ages to explore the interplay of
strategies to slow climate change
• Latin American Rotaractors draw almost 700
people to their superb international conference
• This month's Biodiversity meetings:
April 10, Sustainable Agroforestry in Kenya
April 24: Industrial Recycling in India
Times are in UTC and the speaker's time zone.

Facebook

Twitter

Doug Tallamy on Nature's Best Hope:
Friday, April 23,

LinkedIn

YouTube

New Drawdown Video Series Ideal for
Rotary Clubs

10:30 pm UTC, 6:30 pm EDT

The celebrated scientist and writer Doug Tallamy is
giving the keynote address at District 7620’s virtual
District Conference the Friday after Earth Day, and
you can attend for free. His talk will provide
excellent habitat restoration strategies Rotarians
can implement now. Register here.
Tallamy is extremely well known across America
for his ﬁrst book, Bringing Nature Home, which
awakened thousands to an urgent situation:
wildlife populations are in decline because the
native plants they depend on are fast disappearing.
His solution? Plant more natives. In his District
7620 Conference Environment Keynote
presentation, Doug takes us to the next step and
outlines his vision for a grassroots approach to
conservation. His new book Nature’s Best
Hope shows how homeowners everywhere can turn
their yards into conservation corridors that provide
wildlife habitats. Because this approach relies on
the initiatives of private individuals, it is immune
from the whims of government policy. Even more
important, it’s practical, eﬀective, and easy—you
will walk away with speciﬁc suggestions you can
incorporate into your own yard.
Doug Tallamy is the T. A. Baker Professor of
Agriculture in the Department of Entomology and
Wildlife Ecology at the University of Delaware,
where he has authored 104 research publications
and has taught insect-related courses for 40 years.
Chief among his research goals is to better
understand the many ways insects interact with
plants and how such interactions determine the
diversity of animal communities. His
book Bringing Nature Home: How Native Plants
Sustain Wildlife in Our Gardens was published by
Timber Press in 2007, winning the Garden Writers’
Association 2008 Silver Medal. The Living
Landscape, co-authored with Rick Darke, was
published in 2014. Nature’s Best Hope, released by
Timber Press in February 2020, is a New York Times
Best Seller. Among his awards are the Garden Club
of America Margaret Douglas Medal for
Conservation and the Tom Dodd, Jr. Award of
Excellence, the 2018 AHS B.Y. Morrison
Communication Award and the 2019 Cynthia
Westcott Scientiﬁc Writing Award.
By Dr. Christopher Puttock, ESRAG Board Chair

Climate Action and UNEP
Sustainable Investment Forum

ESRAG partners with Project Drawdown, a leading
resource for climate change solutions.
Drawdown aims to support the growing
constellation of eﬀorts to implement climate
solutions and move the world toward Drawdown of
greenhouse gases, as quickly, safely, and equitably
as possible. Now Drawdown has produced a new
series of six short videos, “Climate Solutions 101,”
which you can use in your Club.
“The Course,” as Drawdown calls it, is broken
down into six units:
Setting the Stage
Stopping Climate Change
Reducing Sources
Supporting Sinks and Improving Society
Putting It All Together, and
Making It Happen.
Each unit, approximately 15 minutes, is the perfect
length to view at a Rotary meeting, leaving
adequate time for discussion. Depending on
members’ overall level of environmental
awareness, the club's Environmental Sustainability
Chair can review the series and decide which units
are most appropriate or of interest to their club. If
a club is just starting to explore environmental
action, they could show the whole series over six
meetings, all at once, two at a time, and so forth. It
is quite ﬂexible.
My club, St. Thomas East Eco, in the U.S. Virgin
Islands, is one of the ﬁrst ten Eco Clubs chartered
by RI. We have done a deep dive into Project
Drawdown, starting about six months ago, before
the ESRAG Drawdown Task Force was launched. As
Environmental Sustainability Chair for my club, I
decided to start the series with Unit 4, because our
club members are very familiar with Drawdown.
By Doug White, Co-Chair
ESRAG Drawdown Task Force
The Drawdown Task Force is one of several ESRAG
teams being formed to focus on speciﬁc strategies
and projects, such as regenerative agriculture,
plastics solutions, and clean energy. We'll feature
these in our May issue with links to the team leaders
so you can connect.

The EN-ROADS Simulation Tool

Europe 2021, April 13,15,20,22

Climate Action and the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) are presenting a four-part
digital conference April 13, 15, 20 and 22 as part of
the Roadmap to COP 26. Speakers from the World
Bank and leading European banks and investment
ﬁrms will address topics including the EU action
plan, inclusive and green recovery post-pandemic,
meeting the UN’s Sustainable Development goals,
investor expectations and corporate engagement,
women in sustainable ﬁnance, and the possible
impact of the Biden Presidency and cross-border
carbon taxes. You can download the event
brochure here, and register here.
From the event overview:
"Europe, in particular the EU, can pave the way to
a sustainable recovery beyond COVID-19. Europe’s
regulatory and societal climates have encouraged
and accelerated coherent sustainable investment
growth strategies for the EU. They continue to
represent a unique opportunity for governments to
reshape a sustainable future world, and for private
and institutional investors to access attractive
responsible ESG investment propositions to
support ESG and global sustainable ﬁnance.
"Due to the volatile nature of the COVID-19 crisis,
there is an urgent need to identify and model risks
that companies did not consider prior to the
pandemic, to encourage private and institutional
investors to invest in more purposeful projects
using enhanced de-risking mechanisms oﬀered by
increased EU-backed guarantees. With a mandate
for embedding environmental, social and
governance (ESG) risks in their investment
strategies, many are expecting the Biden
administration will trigger growth in demand in
ESG investing. The Forum will discuss the
implications of this growth for Europe, and

Climate change and greenhouse gas emissions are
getting an increasing amount of bandwidth in our
media, day-to-day activities, and Rotary's newest
Area of Focus. This raises complex questions: how
serious is climate change? What causes it, and how
can we mitigate it?
Climate Interactive, a spinoﬀ of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, has created a systems
dynamics model to answer these tough questions.
Entitled “Energy-Rapid Overview and DecisionSupport” (or EN-ROADS), this is a powerful
simulation model for exploring how to address
global energy and climate challenges through
large-scale policy, technological, and societal
shifts. With EN-ROADS you can create scenarios
that focus on how changes in taxes, subsidies,
economic growth, energy eﬃciency, technological
innovation, carbon pricing, fuel mix, and other
factors will change global carbon emissions and
temperature.
Here are several options for exploring the power of
this tool. It is public and available via the Climate
Interactive website. As a Rotarian and MIT alum
who works with this tool, I'm glad to talk to you
about how to use it with your club, community, or
elected oﬃcials. Please feel free to contact me to
discuss the possibilities or schedule a workshop.
Here are three videos you can watch:
• For non-technical Rotarians (2.5 minutes)
• For Technical Rotarians (2.5 minutes)
• Detailed look at fossil fuels (6 minutes)
I retired from a business and engineering career at
Emerson in June 2019, and have spent the last year
furthering my knowledge of sustainability and
climate change under the tutelage of climate and
earth scientist Tamara Ledley. I lead a team with
Tamara of MIT alumni that are reaching out to
communities, government policy makers, and
citizens that are interested in learning about

whether we will see a decisive move towards a
common approach to cross-border carbon taxes in
Europe and North America."

climate change and the associated issues with
climate change.
By Tim Connors, Eden Prairie AM Rotary Club,
Minnesota (USA) D. 5950

Latin American Rotaractors Produce
Superb International Conference

682 people from 51 countries registered for the World Environment conference organized by Rotaracters
throughout Latin America on March 20 and 21. Attendees explored a wealth of project ideas described by
Rotaracters and Rotarians from across the globe. Talks and breakout sessions included Adopt a River,
improving air and water quality, restoring forests, End Plastic Soup, community solar, reducing carbon
footprints, and other project categories in the ESRAG-UNEP Handbook. We’ll post the link as soon as the
recordings are posted.
"The speakers were well-known, experts in their ﬁelds. I am stunned we got them to attend for free," says
Laurie Zuckerman, ESRAG’s webinar master. “The sheer amount and diversity of information was
incredible.” Latin American Rotaractors achieved a technical breakthrough for ESRAG Zoom webinars by
providing simultaneous translation between English and Spanish. This required meticulous planning and
coordination. Rotaractors' marketing expertise was manifest in the huge number of people who attended.
Delight and fellowship ﬂourished, starting with the Opening Room: “I felt like I was at a party with my son
in Guatemala or my husband and friends in Mexico,” Laurie exclaimed. Another highlight was a series of
videos showcasing Latin America’s natural wonders, like “Bosques de América” (Forests of Latin America),
which was created and narrated by students. These ﬁlms “made attendees appreciate our planet and want
to work to save Latin America's diverse ecosystems,” Laurie added.
“Organizing the ﬁrst Edition of the World Environment Area of Focus Conference ‘Rotaract inviting Rotary’
has been an incredible experience for the team and especially for Carlos and me,” writes Rodrigo Abrego of
the Rotaract Club San Salvador Noroeste, El Salvador, who served as a conference co-chair with Carlos
Montoya, Rotaract Club Juárez Paso del Norte, México. “We came up with the idea for this conference as
ESRAG’s Rotaract representatives for Latin America, building on the blessings of two ﬁrsts: the ﬁrst Rotary
year in which the environment is oﬃcially an Area of Focus, and the ﬁrst in which Rotaract has gained
additional key tools and responsibilities within RI that further empower us to execute larger, more
ambitious, and more impactful projects.
“We understood that this was the best time to initiate a long-lasting event that would engage, inspire and
empower both Rotarians and Rotaractors from all over the world, showcasing the unique attributes of each
of the regional ESRAG chapters. Above all, we saw it as a chance to amalgamate Rotarians’ knowledge and
experience with Rotaractors’ energy and creativity, to boost this Area of Focus, and hit the ground running.
“The amount of collaboration from all over the world, the overwhelmingly positive responses we received
from everyone we contacted and asked to be a speaker, the willingness of everyone to participate in this
event and in the new Area of Focus, and the incredible breadth of knowledge and experiences shared
during the conference, were all compounded into a diverse and rich program that people from all over the
world enjoyed.”
To infuse your day with joy, watch this closing video, created by the Conference Team, showing the
Rotaractors, Rotarians, and other dedicated environmentalists who created this year’s event.
¡Felicitaciones, rotaractianos de America Latina! The participants voted for the next World Environment
Area of Focus Conference to be hosted by Rotaractors of Asia.
In the picture: the three Rotaract representatives to ESRAG LATAM: Carlos Montoya (Mexico), Rodrigo Abrego
(Central America) and Mauricio Jiménez (South America)

April Biodiversity Meetings
ESRAG's Biodiversity meetings are held on Zoom and always include time for discussion. Please note that
registration is now required. Our attendance has grown substantially, and we want to make sure our zoom
room is large enough to accommodate everyone that wants to attend. Here's the link to sign up. After
registering, you will receive a conﬁrmation email explaining how to join the meeting.

Sustainable Agroforestry
in Western Kenya

Industrial Recycling: Turning
Waste into an Asset, Sustainably

April 14, 1 pm UTC, 4 pm EAT

April 28, I pm UTC, 7:30 pm IST

Western Kenya is a densely populated but fertile
agricultural region, with nearly 5 million people,
most of them farmers, living in an area about the
size of Delaware or Brunei. The poorest families are
struggling to grow enough to eat and sell on their
small farms. Maize, the staple crop, is commonly
planted for both growing seasons each year, and
this intensive monoculture has left many farms
depleted of nutrients and organic matter.

Rotarian Binish Desai will describe the exciting
breakthroughs of Eco-Eclectic Technologies in
creating economically and logistically sustainable
ways to repurpose wastes that normally go into the
landﬁll. “There is nothing useless in this world.
What might be a waste to you is someone’s asset,”
he says.

Presenters John Chisholm and Nelson Ida will
focus on the work John’s organization is doing to
inspire and show farmers by example, so they can
grow and earn more, while eating better, by
sustainably improving their farms’ soil fertility and
overall productivity. Key methods to accomplish
this include diversiﬁcation and agroforestry, with a
focus on rotating higher-value and more nutritious
crops for the present, and planting fruit trees and
nitrogen-ﬁxing fodder trees for the future.
John Chisholm is Executive Director for Friends of
Kenya Rising, a Maine-based organization that has
supported its Kenyan partner, United Kenya Rising
(UKR). John has a background in international
development, environmental policy, and natural
resources management. He lives in Kenya and
works with UKR’s staﬀ. He joined the Rotary Club
of Kakamega, Kenya in 2019, and looks forward to
working with Rotarians for many years to come.
Accompanying John in his presentation will be
Nelson Ida, the Administrator of United Kenya
Rising (UKR) in Kakamega. UKR’s agriculture staﬀ
support families to produce a greater variety and
quantity of farm products, which in turn helps
those families enjoy better nutrition and health,
higher incomes, improved land values, better soil
fertility, and an overall sense of hope that a better
future can indeed be grown from even the smallest
pieces of land.

Dr. Desai, aﬀectionately known as India’s Recycle
Man, is an environmental engineer and social
entrepreneur. He points out that the concept of
"waste" does not exist in Nature. Waste is
generated by human consumption. To eliminate
industrial waste from landﬁlls, he founded Eco
Eclectic Technology in 2016, and has already
developed more than 150 products. You can read
on ESRAG’s website about the systems he’s
developed for collecting these wastes (including
options for Rotary clubs) and the production
methods he’s created to empower women. Among
his many awards are being the youngest person to
win the Rotary International Alumni Humanitarian
of the Year award for South Asia, and being named
to the Forbes 30 Under 30 Asia list of successful
social entrepreneurs in 2018.
During the pandemic Dr. Desai successfully
recycled discarded face masks (PPE) into costeﬀective bricks, winning the Youth Icon of the Year
award from Dainik Jagran, India’s largest Hindi
language newspaper, for this innovation. A secondgeneration Rotarian, Rotary Youth Exchange
alumnus, Paul Harris Fellow, and Past President of
Rotary club of Vibrant Valsad, Desai is currently a
member of the Rotary Club of Surat Riverside and
honorary member of Rotary club of Waukegan, IL
(USA). He was featured in The Rotarian in August
2020 for his breakthroughs in sustainability and his
journey with Rotary. The Recycle Man, a book
based on his life and work, is being written by bestselling author Dr. Nikhil Chandanwani.

The Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group operates in accordance with Rotary International
policy, but is not an agency of, or controlled by, Rotary International. Read about us at ESRAG.org

