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President's Report
Well, what a very different year we have had this year. We hit the ground running and then in March this
year it grinded to a halt.
At the very start of the Year our new DG Di North told all Clubs in her District to apply for a District Grant
which we did. I focused on getting funds for the Aspect School. This is close to my heart as I have a
5 year old Grandson named Stark with Fragile X Syndrome which is a form of Autism. We have been
working together to obtain the special sensory items for these adorable children. We have almost
completed this Project.
Our fundraising efforts have also been sadly hit as we have cancelled all activities from March until the
foreseeable future. Although having said that we have raised almost $18,000 in BBQ from July to March
which included raising over $3,500 from Spring into Corrimal in September and just over $5,000 for the
Australia Day BBQ. Wings
over Illawarra has been
postponed from last month and
will now be held early
November. Our continued
fundraising for the Drought
Appeal has given us another
$22,000 to add to the previous
year which gives us a total of
over $96,000 over the last 24
months and we have given out
$91,000 over the last 2 years.
Not only have we raised funds
for the Drought Appeal, but late
last year and early this year we
raised an amazing amount of funds for the Bushfire Appeal. With Jean Thompson and Gerri Wood and
other wonderful Rotarians, Rotaractors and Friends helping out at the Lederer Centre and leaving buckets
at Pub and Clubs we raised over $51,000 which is a sensational effort. We will be distributing these funds
to various locations in and around Lake Conjola and Mogo.
We have had some amazing speakers over the last 12 months and I thank Peter Leiner for all he has
done to get the speaker program full for the year. We have had Amy Wilder from Falls Prevention and
Maintenance, Barry Scholnik from Balgownie Scout Group, Marilyn Judd Smith and Nerrida Miller from
Bottle tops recycling, Ben Higgs speaking about mental health First Aid Australia, Navneet Mittal – Indian
Association, Mark Matthews – Composer / Pianist and Author and last week we had Martin Potter from
Illawarra Birders Club. These are just some of the very interesting speakers we’ve had. Peter also
introduced the Fireside Chats where Emma asks the questions to some long standing Rotarians. This has
been well received by all the Members of our Club.
I joined the End Polio train ride this year with Dilys Hoser and we had a wonderful day out. We met up
with members from the other Illawarra Club and rode the train to Wolli Creek where we met up with DG Di
North and had a wonderful couple of hours. Definitely worth doing again next year.
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At our End Polio Movie Night I presented the Movie `Ride Like a Girl’ which was a terrific movie about
Michelle Payne being the only woman (so far) to win the Melbourne Cup. This was another successful
night.
We also had our inaugural
Navigation Run which Paul
Cook made happen. I
suggested this and asked Paul
to help out and he did an
amazing job. We started at the
back carpark of the Fraternity
Club and ended up at Don’s
Farm in the back of Dapto.
Paul organised a Band to be
there for music, Cliff and Dennis bought up our Caravan to cook sausages and we had fruit salad and Bob
Fairley’s famous yoghurt. The ambience was just perfect. We raised $1,500 where half went to Meals on
Wheels and the other half went to RYDA. Hopefully this will be the first of many.
Earlier this year Trish organised a few women to go to Springwood for a weekend away which was
wonderful. We did a big plastics cleanup on
the Saturday and found quite a bit of rubbish
along the walking track and around the
Lookout. Kay recently organised another
weekend away down in Mogo for Rotarians
and their partners which was another terrific
weekend. The aim was to go into the
community where they have been affected
with the bushfires and spend money, which
we all did. Another great weekend of
fellowship. I hope we continue to have these
weekends away.
We have seen our newly
developed CREG (Corrimal
Rotary Environmental Group) start
with the help of Rob Edwards and
Peter Steele. This has grown
from a few of us going down to
Corrimal Beach and collecting
rubbish around the area to 20 or
more people going out to Port
Kembla Beach and collecting
mounds of plastics and rubbish.
This has been a sensational
project and hope we continue to
do this every second Saturday. Thank you to all those that participate in this Project.
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As I mentioned at the start, we have had a very troubled year this year with the Drought, then Bushfires
which devastated most of the South Coast and other areas. Then unfortunately just before we were able
to hold our District Conference here in the great Illawarra, COVID-19 put a stop to the Conference. For
the past 3 months the World has been in isolation and immediate cancellations of ALL events have
happened either big or small. A huge amount of people lost their jobs and were unable to pay for food and
accommodation. There were significant heartache for our International Students that lost their part time
jobs and could not afford to pay rent and buy food. Gerri Wood found this a very sad affair and therefore
found a community that she could help. Both Gerri and Ruth Milne have helped these young students by
helping to feed them and to give them warm clothing. These ladies together with many members of our
Club and other Rotaractors have helped them through these very hard times. Thank you to every one of
you especially Gerri Wood and Ruth Milne.
Thank you to Gerri Wood and Dilys Hoser for tirelessly collecting books and toys for young children that
have lost everything in the fires. They have travelled back and forth delivering these items to schools who
have also lost everything during the devastating fires.

I will be awarding 2 Rotarians the PHF Awards this year. Gerri Wood (PHF + 2 Sapphires) and Ruth Milne
(PHF + 3 Sapphires) have been amazing throughout the year. I had a phone conversation with Gerri and
she told me that she could not sit still while others are hurting. Gerri is an amazing pillar of our
community. Always helping others in need and always there to lend a hand. I don’t think the Turbans and
Uni Student would have coped so well without you. You are always looking out for others in need and I
commend you with all the things you do.
Secondly, Ruth always sits under the radar and quietly keeps working, getting things done and getting the
Rotary message out there. She has helped me a great deal throughout my Presidency and I have
enjoyed our coffee chats. I thank Ruth for all her encouragement and assistance throughout the year.
You are always there mastering our large events making sure everything is just perfect. You have rallied
the media on more than one occasion to get the message out there for those in need. I thank you both so
very much.
Thank you also to Trish Law who has been making face mask and Scrubs for local communities and
medical facilities during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Everything we have done this year has been advertised and commented on both Facebook and Instagram
with the amazing assistance of Sally Dillon. Thank you Sally for all the amazing posts throughout the
year.
We have some new members join this year with Jay Thorogood transferring to our Club and Peter Steele.
We have also welcomed Dilys Hoser and Gerry Riordan as Friends of Rotary.
I would like to thank my Board – Linda Bunclark as Secretary, Kay Mireylees as Past President and
International Director, Peter Leiner as Vocational Director, Dennis Clark as my Treasurer, Trish Law as
Community Services, Sue Clark as New Generation and Youth Director, Sally Dillon as PR and
Membership Director and Emma McLeod as Club Service Director and now Incoming President.

Lastly, I would like to say a big thank you to you. This Club has been amazing and I am so very honoured
to be your President this year. We have had a rough year with everything that has happened over the last
few months but I think we have grown together with more and more of us are connecting to our weekly
meetings via Zoom. We have also taken the time to phone each other more regularly to keep in contact
and to assist anyone in need.
Emma – you now have the enjoyment of being our new President and I know you will do a terrific job. Listen
to your members as they all have a wealth of knowledge, be compassionate and learn to grow into a better
leader as the year goes on. Enjoy every moment as this is the beginning of a new chapter in your life and
it will end in a heartbeat as I am finding out. My year has been amazing and very inspirational and I cannot
believe my time is over, so Emma ENJOY!

Yvette Murada
President 2019-2020
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2019-20 Calendar of events
JULY
Wed 10
Sat 13
Wed 24
Sat 26

RYE 11/12 Zoe Broisson visited Club
125th Eisteddfod Concert
Vocational meeting PCYC Bulli
Elvis Night Celebrate Louise Cook Bday

AUGUST
Sat 3
Wed 7
Fri 9
Wed 21

Annual Trivia Night
Combined meeting West Wollongong
UOW Changeover – Hone Balgownie
DG Di North Combined Dinner

SEPTEMBER
Sun 1
Plastic Free Ocean Clean Up
Sun 8
Spring Into Corrimal
Thurs 19 End Polio Movie – “Ride Like a Girl”
Fri 20
Rotaract Trivia Night
Fri 28
Bunnings BBQ
Tues 26 – Sat 5 Oct Farmaid trip
OCTOBER
Thurs 10
Sat 12
Sun 13
Tues 15
Thurs 17
Wed 23
Thurs 24
Sun 27
Mon 28

Bunnings Mental Health BBQ
Relay for Life
Plastic Free Ocean Clean Up
RYDA – Holy Spirit HS
Deadly Awards BBQ Waniora PS
Club Assembly
End Polio Train Ride
Grafitti Removal Day - Bulli
Golf Day

NOVEMBER
Sat 2
Plastic Free Ocean Clean Up
Sun 3
EH Holden Cars Club BBQ
Wed 6
Social Night – Woonona Bulli RSL
Sat 9
BBQ for SCARF picnic Live Steamers
Sun 17
Rotaractor Lunc – Cliff & Lynne home
Thurs 21 Rise & Shine Clean Up
Wed 27 Social Night – Woonona Bowling Club
Wed 27 BBQ for Barnardos picnic Live Steamers
Sat 30
BBQ for FLL Regional Tournament

DECEMBER
Wed 4
Club AGM
Sat 7
Plastic Free Ocean Clean Up
Sat 7
Xmas Tree sales
Wed 11 Club Xmas Party
Wed 11 Presentation of Awards Corrimal HS
Sat 14
Santa Pub Crawl BBQ
Sat 15
Myuna Way BBQ
Presentation of Awards Woonona HS
JANUARY
18/1-4/2

RAWCS Mission Philippines 18
(Peter L & Gerry S)
Sun 5 – Sat 11 RYLA at Yarramundi (Daniel & Bahara)
2 - 10
Bush Fire Bucket Collection
Fri 26
Australia Day BBQ
FEBRUARY
1 Feb
23 Feb
21-23 Feb
26 Feb
29 Feb

Plastic Free Ocean Clean Up
Rotary’s 115th Birthday
Girls’ Weekend Away (Hawkesbury Hts)
Social Night – North Gong Pub
Nutbush Dance Wollongong

MARCH
8 Mar
11 Mar
11 Mar
19 Mar
20-23 Mar

Rotary Navigation Tour
Vocational Visit – IRT (cancelled)
Weekly club meetings cancelled
Bunnings BBQ (cancelled)
District Conference (cancelled)

APRIL
All events cancelled due to COVID-19
Weekly club meetings held via Zoom
MAY
All events cancelled due to COVID-19
Weekly club meetings held via Zoom
JUNE
All events cancelled due to COVID-19
Weekly club meetings held via Zoom
JULY
Wed 1
Corrimal Virtual Changeover
All events cancelled due to COVID-19
Weekly club meetings held via Zoom

Other: Days for Girls sewing bees – usually last
Tuesday of each month pre COVID-19
Community service New Generations Rotary Meetings/Dinners Fundraiser Youth Exchange Rotaract
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Directors' Reports
President-Elect’s Report
Well what a year, while the back half was stricken by
COVID, we had a good first half of the Rotary Year.
Committees were formed again and this will
continue throughout my year as president.
While COVID made it difficult to get together
with other clubs for president training, I had so
much fun doing it in my own time online.
We saw our meetings transform from face to
face to online, who would have thought that
would happen?
One thing I can say is I do miss the music Ruth
would play as you were walking into the room.
Kay took over from me for the bulletin and she undoubtedly has been doing an amazing job each week.
Peter Leiner has done an amazing job with the guest speakers list and even adapting to have guest speakers
online.
We have had an amazing team this year as with every other year.
Some of our female members had a great weekend away in Hawkesbury Heights and I am definitely look
forward to more weekends away or day trips in the future.
For my year as president our rotary theme for the year is ‘Rotary Opens Opportunities’ and I can honestly
say rotary has opened my opportunities.
Finally, Congratulations Yvette, you have done an excellent job as president for 2019/2020. It is a hard act
to follow.

Emma McLeod
President Elect
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Directors' Reports
Secretary's Report
What a year this has been! Who would have thought
that an event such as a global pandemic would
change the course of the last six months of our
Rotary year?
COVID-19 got serious in mid-March when
Commonwealth Health Orders introduced
‘gathering’ and social distancing rules to
restrict the spread of the virus, which
effectively closed clubs and restaurants and
prevented us from meeting face to face. This
also saw the cancellation of the District
Conference, which was due to be held at the
Wollongong Entertainment Centre, and the
usual formalities for Changeover were put
aside in favour of Zoom. Our new friend. Our
Club has embraced this technology and it has
been good to see our Club continuing to meet
virtually through Zoom which has enabled us to stay
connected whilst apart.
The Club’s AGM was held on 4th December 2019 with 20 members, 2 Friends and one Guest present.
Thanks to my fellow Board members for your support and friendship during the year and I look forward to
working with our new Board in 2020/21.
I extend my best wishes to Emma McLeod, our youngest President ever, for the coming year and
congratulate President Yvette on a successful year, albeit very challenging during the current global
pandemic situation.

Linda Bunclark
Secretary
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Directors' Reports
Treasurer's Report
What a difference a virus can make! With only half a year of fundraising our usual income is well down on
previous years and consequently our donations are also well down. The exception is our appeal for
communities affected by the horrendous summer bush fires. The local community were extremely
generous and donated over $51,000 to our appeal. The other fundraisers that were undertaken before the
shutdown were BBQs ($11,800 – mainly Australia Day, Relay for Life, Bunnings, Regional Lego Robotics,
Spring Into Corrimal, Holden Car Show and Santa Pub Crawl), Xmas Trees ($5,150), Golf Day ($5,600)
and Trivia night ($6,900).
Donations made in the last 12 months include:
Continued Drought Appeal Distributions (previous year funds)

$19,500

The Rotary Foundation (inc Polio Plus)

$3,300

Aspect School (includes $2,500 District Grant)

$5,500

Cancer Council (Relay for Life)

$1,350

Australian Rotary Health

$1,065

Australian Rotary Health (Indigenous Scholar)

$2,500

Interplast

$1,000

Nepal Children’s Home

$1,150

Tubigon School Philippines

$500

Its Time Foundation

$500

Humanitarian Engineering project Tanzania

$300

Homeless Hub

$300

IFIS

$700

Secondary School Awards

$260

The club did not host an exchange student this year – which in hindsight was probably a fortunate thing. An
exchange in lockdown and stay at home would not have been a typical exchange! The club continued its
strong support of the of the other Youth Programs (RYPEN, RYLA, MUNA, UOW Rotaract) ($1,860).
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE FOR YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE 2020 (subject to audit)
SERVICE ACCOUNT
INCOME

2020

Appeals (ex 3rd party
appeals)
Bank Interest

2019
58,916

77,073

5

4

BBQs
Receipts
Less Expenses

17,979
6,185

33,473
11,794

9,507

23,966

Fundraising
Receipts

34,874

Less Expenses

18,745

Grants

41,676
16,129

18,960

2,500

5,065

Profit on sale of asset

397

Other Services Income
TOTAL INCOME

EXPENDITURE

22,716

101

280

89,445

129,501

2020

2019

Donations to RI Programs

16,092

23,297

Donations - Other

24.454

83,847

4,314

128

252

2,496

85

755

1,957

7,048

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

47,154

117,571

EXCESS/(DEFICIENCY) OF INCOME OVER
EXPENDITURE

42,291

11,930

Equipment
Registrations and Subscriptions
Sundries
Youth Programs (Rotary)
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CLUB ACCOUNT
INCOME

2020

2019

Catering
Dinner Fees Received

5,750

Less Dinner Costs

6.475

28,772
(725)

Centurian

26.381

2,391

1,790

2,277

1

1

Fines

307

636

Friends

150

Bank Interest

Members Raffle
Receipts

2.695

Less Payments

1,161

1,903
1,534

Membership Dues & Magazines
Other Income
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENDITURE

555

9,400

9,635

869

857

13,326

16,351

2020

Club regalia, badges, kits, pens etc

1,348

2019
1028

937

Conferences, Functions & Training
Receipts
Less Payments

700
1,000

300

Depreciation
Donations
Dues - Local & International

1.347
1,790

2,475

10,304

9,657

Equipment - club
Friends

50

Other

132

600

Printing, Stationery, Postage & Comms

290

185

Public Relations

286

165

Welfare

176

133

14,347

15.499

(1,031)

851

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

EXCESS/(DEFICIENCY) OF INCOME OVER
EXPENDITURE

Dennis Clark
Treasurer PHF++
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Directors' Reports
Vocational Services Report
What a year this has been for our club and Rotary in general from major fires, floods and COVID-19 and
through all this we have been ably lead by President Yvette whom I would like to thank for having me as
part of her Board this last 12 months and giving me the opportunity to try and make it an interesting year
for introducing guest speakers etc. in and at our club meetings.
Again, this year I tended to work alone in organizing guest speakers with the help of all club members with
suggestions they had made. (2020/2021 will be different in that I will be assisted by John Akele and Jay
Thorogood).
One major drawback was the fact that we did not have Pride of Workmanship awards and to a large
degree this was thwarted by COVD-19 and other unfortunate events and circumstances.
Naturally in the year 2020/2021 we will endeavour to resurrect this event in one form or another and may
also revisit our Business Awards evening.
As I have done in the past it’s a good time to give members the following stats re the Speaker Program (as
accurate as possible) so as to show the varied events we had on our meeting nights:















Speakers – 23 (please note we had 12 meetings by ZOOM)
New member talks – 2
Club Assembly nights – 1
Fireside chats -2
Movie nights – 1
Site visits – 1
Combined clubs’ meetings – 2
Induction nights – 1
Xmas Function – 1 (in house)
Social Nights – 4
Participants of various programs – eg IFIS,RYPEN,RYLA,NYSF
Break – 3 Xmas (no meeting)
AGM -1 our club
Directors info nights -3
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One highlight of my year was that I was able to
join a group of 15 people and
get involved in the RAWCS
Mission Philippines 18
(18/01/2020 – 4/02/2020).
This mission, ably led by John
Bilboe and Myra Castellano
Hegarty, was to go to the
Island of Negros in the
Philippines to administer
medical and dental aid to
various villages.
There were local Rotarians from
Wollongong and also people from
Sydney plus a Friend of Rotary,
Gerry Stort, from our own club.

It was a very satisfying and eye opening few weeks for me with no regrets.
At this point I would like to wish our new incoming President, Emma, all the best of luck and a rewarding
year as I believe our youngest President will acquit herself very well in that important role.
And to finish just as a reminder:
Vocational Service is the basic foundation on which Rotary Membership is built. At induction, all new
members are urged to project the Ideals of Rotary in their vocations. It is the Ideal of Rotary to put Rotary
to work where you work and into all of your life.

Peter Leiner JP
Vocational Service Director
Past President 2016/2017
PHF 2018
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Directors' Reports
Community Service Report
Service Above Self

The members of the Rotary Club of Corrimal have worked tirelessly at community events until COVID-19
hit us in late March 2020.
The following fund raisers were a great success:
 Spring into Corrimal
 Bunnings BBQs
 Holden Car Club BBQ
 Robotics Competition
 High Tea
 Trivia Night
 Charity Golf Day
 Christmas Tree sales
 Santa Fest
 Australia Day BBQ
 Memory Walk
 Navigation and Observation tour
 Movie night at the Gala
Our events that were cancelled due to COVID 19 were:
 Humans vs Zombies
 Reconciliation Walk
 Wings over Illawarra
 Ride for Rotary
Unfortunately, the effect on our fundraising has
been devastating and we look forward to when
we can resume our regular schedule of events.
The drought affected farming areas were of great
concern to us and a dedicated team travelled out
to Lake Cargelligo and Naradhan to assist with
basic farm maintenance for a week in
September. We also sent hampers and vouchers
to these two towns. A number of chairs we
acquired from the University of Wollongong were
sent to the small town of Trundle. Money for
vouchers was sent to Cobar for drought relief.
These problems were dwarfed by the horrific summer of fires that eastern Australia endured over the
summer. Rotary Club of Corrimal carried out numerous bucket collections at local shopping centres, clubs
and hotels. The generosity of the local community continues to astound us. The response to this fund raiser
was phenomenal.
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We also engage in community activities that do not involve raising money, but rather giving freely of our
time and labour, such as










Rise and Shine
Beach, creek and roadside clean-ups
Plastic Free Oceans
SCARF picnic
Myuna Way BBQ
Barnados BBQ
Relay for Life
Graffiti removal
Deadly Awards BBQ

Corrimal Rotary Environmental Group (CREG) was established and is expanding from a core base of 3 to
over 35 members. Monthly beach and creek clean-ups were well attended by members as well as UOW
Rotaractors and members of the public. Gerri Wood administers our WhatsApp account to keep us all
connected and informed about upcoming events and activities.

Community Service is an integral part of our Rotary activities and is the reason why so many of our members
joined Rotary- to be an active participant who feels that they can make a difference.
It is who we are.

Trish Law
Community Services Director
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Directors’ Reports
New Generations Report
COVID-19 caused the cancellation of the RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment) camp, which was
to be held in April, and MUNA (Model United Nations Assembly), which was to be held in May.
A combination of extensive work at Fairy Meadow Demo School and COVID-19 meant we were unable to
hold a Dream Cricket clinic early in 2020 and don’t expect to be able to hold another clinic until 2021.
This was the first time for many years that we have not hosted an exchange student. The reason was a
shortage of host families. We did, however, enjoy a visit in November from Chris Noble, our exchange
student in 2016-17, and his parents, Hanne and Lars. Chris and his parents met up with most of Chris’s
host families and attended one of our meetings. It was lovely to see all of them!

Chris with his parents Lars & Hanne and all of his Aussie host parents.

RYDA Road Safety Education:
Woonona HS was to attend in September
however cancelled due to a clash with
exams. Holy Spirit College attended on
the 15th October and once again gave
very positive feedback on the program.
Some schools had booked to attend in
April 2020, but those sessions were
cancelled because of the coronavirus.
Road Safety Education has developed
resources that can be used in a classroom
and will offer an in-school RYDA program if
excursions remain banned in 2020.
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Don Rose has represented us on the
Illawarra RYDA committee for several
years but at the end of 2019 decided to
step away from the role. Thank you very
much, Don, for your service!
High School Awards:
$100 was donated to both Corrimal HS
and Woonona HS for their end-of-year
Presentation Nights. Our contributions
provided awards for community or
school service. At Woonona HS, two
students received awards, at Corrimal HS, four students were given an award.
RYLA:
We sponsored two candidates, Daniel Williams, President of UOW Rotaract club, and Bahara Abdul Rahim
who was nominated by SCARF (Strategic Community Assistance for Refugee Families). The camp was
again held at the beginning of January at Yarramundi. They gave us an excellent report on the 29th January.
Both Daniel and Bahara
thoroughly enjoyed the camp
and felt they benefitted
greatly from it. They were
very grateful for the
opportunity to attend.

UOW Rotaract:
Our association with the
UOW Rotaract club has
continued with Alf and Dennis
Bahara (centre) & Daniel (on the right), with other local candidates
attending most of their
meetings. Their President
has been Daniel Williams who
has done a good job and been
ably assisted by a most capable Board. Dennis’ report on the club and their activities appears separately.

Sue Clark PP PHF++
New Generations Director
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Directors’ Reports
International Service
Due to the horrendous start to 2020 with major fires, floods and then on onset of COVID-19, which saw
international borders close, this Directorship was fairly quiet.
We had an “Aussie Breakfast” planned for April with the IFIS group, but this had to be cancelled when the
COVID-19 pandemic struck with the banning of gatherings of people.
In addition, as meetings were cancelled, we did not proceed to arrange our Annual International Night.

DAYS FOR GIRLS PROGRAM
The start of the year saw monthly meetings continuing at Jean’s home where a group of members met for
fellowship first and then a night of making sanitary kits which are made for women & schoolgirls in third
world countries.

Our monthly meetings have not met since February, but with over 300 kits made, there’s been no urgency.
Once restrictions on travel within the world is lifted, these kits will be despatched to somewhere in the world,
where women’s lives will be changed!
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WATER PROJECT – WESTERN NEPAL
This project in Godawari, Olani was finished earlier in the
year, after a delay to enable the local community people to
cut their crops before the water network could be laid. A trip
to Nepal was planned for February for the official opening,
unfortunately, this has had to be postponed due to the worldwide COVID-19 virus.
An official opening will be rescheduled once overseas travel
commences and borders open.
Fortunately, the supply of clean water is now available to
families. Our club commitment to the project was $5,000
which was part of a Global Grant application which was to
provide a water reserve tank, piping, a toilet block and
hygiene training to 600 families in this area.

CHILDRENS HOME – Nepal
We have again supported a children’s
home in Kathmandu with a
contribution of $650 towards the
children’s school fees. 51 children
live in the home and another 9 are
supported with their education
expenses. The children come from
very poor families, a few are orphans,
many have only one parent alive.
Jean, Sue & Dennis visited this home
during different visits to Nepal. Our
support is much appreciated.

Kay Mireylees
International Service
PP, PHF+
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Other Reports
UOW Rotaract Report
At the first (and last) face-to-face
meeting of the Club at the start of this
Uni year there were over 50 enthusiastic
attendees! We were all excited about an
incredible year ahead. But sadly it was
not to be as, along with most
organisations, the activities of UOW
Rotaract have been severely impacted
by the Covid-19 restrictions. Planning
was well in hand for several major
activities, including the annual Human
versus Zombie fundraiser for Polio Plus,
but all had to be cancelled or postponed. I'm sure they will resume with enthusiasm when conditions permit.
However, they have not been idle. They have been holding Zoom meetings, accessing, distributing
professional development resources and in June, the new committee posted a series of mental health
activities and articles during Mental Health Week aimed at student welfare.
In the last half of 2019 the Club supported Corrimal Rotary at Spring into Corrimal, Relay for Life and before
Covid-19 this year with the Australia Day BBQ. They conducted a Trivia night which raised $550 dollars for
Friends of Himalayan Children and provided a Mental Health Complimentary Brunch to raise awareness
about mental health issues. Three
members attended the Australian
Rotaract Conference in February on
the Gold Coast and made some great
connections with other Rotaractors
around the country. They raised their
own funds for this through chocolate
sales and a Bunnings BBQ. Members
have been regular attendees at our
Plastic Free Oceans beach cleanups
and have helped out with meal
preparation for International students.
Daniel attended RYLA in January.
At their AGM in May Daniel Williams stepped up for a second term as President and will be ably supported
by a very strong board comprising Sarah Schaefer (vice-president), Samantha Pianca (secretary), Matthew
Allen (treasurer), Mia Hutton (PR & Social media), Amy Eggleton (Community Service) and Manjeeta Khanal
(International Service). Some of the outgoing executive and members have graduated and we wish them
well in their future careers.

Dennis Clark PHF+++
Rotary Rotaract representative
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Other Reports
Annual Golf Day

The Annual Golf Day was held at Russell Vale Golf Course on Monday 29th October 2019 and hit off was
delayed by 30 minutes due to a deluge which hovered above the course. Fortunately, the weather was
fine and warm for the rest of the day. The event was a four person Ambrose which attracted 84 players
(21 teams).
Funds raised were a very satisfying $5,408 with the proceeds donated to the Drought Appeal. The
continued support from many of the players contributed to the success of the day.
The following Businesses and people sponsored holes, prizes and food:HOLE SPONSORS

PRIZE SPONSORS

RAMS

ILLAWARRA SMALLGOODS

AKELE & PARTNERS

BRIDGESTONE SELECT WOLLONGONG

SCOTT NIELSON

UNITED BUILDING PRODUCTS

HANSEN AND COLE x 1.5

TTH NAILS AND BEAUTY

MARTIN, MORRIS & JONES

BLAIRS TYRES CORRIMAL

MISTER MINIT x 2

McDONALDS FAIRY MEADOW

FRATERNITY

ROTARY CLUB MEMBERS – FOOD, BEER AND WINE

MASTER BUILDERS

MISTER MINIT

CORRIMAL PHYSIOTHERAPY

COUNTRY VALLEY MILK

PLAZTECH INDUSTRIES
HM INDUSTRIES PTY LTD ( SIMCLAD )
RAFFS AUTOMOTIVE
WOONONA BULLI RSL
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Without their support the day would not have been the success that
it was.
Congratulations to the winners of the Perpetual Trophy with a nett
score of 45 who were:-

A.Brown,

A. Keevers,
G. Kerr

J. Kessel,

As coordinator, I am in awe of the organisation and effort that went
into the event both before and on the day by the members, family
and friends who contributed by obtaining hole and prize
sponsorships, cooking, serving, on course setting up, player
registration and final presentation in the clubhouse. Also a big thank
you to the staff at the Russell Vale Golf Club.

Peter Beattie PHF+
Coordinator
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Other Reports
Farm Aid 2020
Our annual Farm Aid work returned to Lake Cargelligo but this year with a smaller team than usual. Neverthe-less a lot was achieved with several days working until almost dark. Work was carried out on four
properties and consisted of fencing (of course), placing fibro on a garage and cleaning up and clearing
around a farmhouse.
The Team comprised Phil Broad, Peter Beattie, Cliff Barker, Steve Rhind and Dennis Clark. Accommodation
was provided at the Worland Hilton in town owned by Doug & Ellen, members of Lake Cargelligo Rotary. At
the end of the 10 days the team felt very satisfied with their achievements which were much appreciated by
the farmers.

Dennis Clark, PHF+++
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Other Reports
2019-2020 Report on the Student Scholarship Fund for Tubigon West High School, Bohol,
Philippines.
In August 2019 I visited Bohol for 10 days and spent three of those days in Tubigon speaking with the
members of Rotary Club of Tubigon and the Principal and staff of the high school. The high school now
has over 1000 students, having started with 30 in 2009. Tubigon West is a very poor district and students
before 2009 needed to take public transport to high school and many did not have money for school fees
and bus fares. So, when the high school in Tubigon West was established local children came in droves!
Luckily, the local government built classrooms to accommodate the growing numbers.
Rotary Club of Corrimal is one of many organisations which fund the student’s scholarships. We support

20 students at a cost of $25 a year. In recent years we have sent $500 directly to the school. Before that,
we sent $500 dollars for the school and $500 to RC Tubigon for uniforms, books etc. The arrangement
with RC Tubigon came to an end in 2019 when Grace Campo, sadly, died.
In June this year, RC Corrimal Board approved an increase in the donation to the high school to $650.
This is to cover escalating costs for the students who need uniforms, shoes etc. I have emphasised the
need for the funding to go to the poorest student, NOT TO THE BRIGHTEST student. It is my thought
that, the bright students will survive and even get scholarships to university. The not so clever students
really need a good education.
The schools are all closed in Bohol and the students are not likely to attend again until 2021. The $650 for
2020-2021 has not been transferred to Bohol at this stage. This was done with the agreement of the
Principal.
In 2017 and 2019 I also distributed hygiene packs from Days for Girls to the female students. They are
much appreciated.

In Rotary, Ann Baumber
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Other Reports
IFIS (Illawarra Friends of International Students)
Corrimal Rotary Club’s collaboration with IFIS continues to flourish in this rotary year. Jan Kemper holds
the President’s position and I am still Vice President (Community). We welcomed Peter Steele, another
Rotarian, into our ranks of volunteer for English Conversation Group.
Cliff Barker and Neville Doherty (Husband of Judy) are committee members and Phil Jones continues as
active volunteer member at the English Conversation Group.

Activities attended by IFIS students:

IFIS coordinates an active program with Corrimal Rotary Club where international students are able to
attend Dinner Meetings which provides a variety of opportunities to experience Australian culture, practice
speaking english and experience evenings where guest speakers can be heard.

During the year variable numbers of our international students have joined forces with the Rotarians and
have assisted in big events such as Relay for Life, Wings Over the Illawarra, Australia Day and Spring into
Corrimal. They also assisted at Christmas Tree Sales and Pub Crawl. Also for Rotary Trivia Night IFIS
booked a table with 6 students attending.
On the 18th May 2019, an International luncheon was organised by IFIS and Corrimal Rotary Club at the
Hub building in the UOW campus as a Community Engagement initiative.
On the 12th February 2020, International Student Lingshi Zhang gave an excellent presentation on her
research into artificial skin. The members were captivated by her delivery and content.
As reported above, the relationship between IFIS and Corrimal Rotary Club is strong and has been
beneficial to both parties.

Peter Beattie PP, PHF++
IFIS Co-Ordinator
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Other Reports
Navigation Run
We had our first Rotary Club of Corrimal
Navigation and Observation Tour. This
was a great first achievement. We held
this on Sunday 8th March 2020. We all
started at the Fraternity Club Rear
Carpark at 10.00am. Each vehicle had to
firstly register the number of participants,
then each person received a Sample Bag
which included the Observation Tour Map.
Each vehicle left at 5 minute intervals. It
took approximately 2 hours to get to the
end destination which had to be
deciphered using the clues on the map.
Most participants found the destination quite easily, while some found it a little more challenging. We
ended up at Don’s Farm where the atmosphere was just perfect. Dennis and Cliff managed to get our
Caravan into Don’s Farm (we were worried with the weather having a great chance of rain). Paul Cook
arranged a small but fantastic band to play during the afternoon.
Everyone relaxed with sausage sandwiches, fruit salad
and yoghurt (Bob Fairley’s specialty), lamingtons, tea
and coffee with music playing in the background. We
also had a few raffles prizes and a lucky door prize. The
day finished around 3.30pm and there were around 50
people that participated.
An extra special thanks to Paul Cook for all his hard
work in organising this Event. The venue was fantastic
and a big thank you to Dapto Rotary Club for letting us
finish up at Don’s Farm, what an amazing little hideaway. Hopefully, we can do this again next year and
have it bigger and better. Thank you everyone for putting on a marvellous Day.
We raised $1,184 on the day and this was split between Meals-On-Wheels and RYDA (Rotary Youth
Driver Awareness Program).

Yvette Murada
President
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Other Reports
Programs & Meetings

July 2019
3rd

New Rotary Year

Changeover 2019/2020

10th
17th
24th
31st

August 2019
8th

Zoe Broisson
RYE 20??
Kate Johns/Danial Williams
Rotaract
Vocational Visit
Bulli PCYC
Sally & Craig Dillon
New Member Talk

Membership & Extension Month

Combined Meeting
West Wollongong
Directors Info Night
President Elect, PR & IT, International
District Governors Meeting
Venue- Centro
Stephen Swann
RAWCS projects

14th
21st
28th

September 2019
4th

Basic Education & Literacy Month

11th
18th
18th
25th

October 2019
2nd

Izel Echeverria Gonzalez
Ocean Industries
Amy Wildner
Falls Prevention & Maintenance
Lizzie
Play/Wildrumps at Work
End Polio Movie Night
Ride Like a Girl
Barry Scolnik
Balgownie Scout Group

Economic & Community Development Month

9th
16th
23rd
30th
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Julie Collereda
AG Northern Illawarra
Directors Info Night
Treasurer, Secretary, Vocation
Michael Jaques
Clown DRings/Doctor
Club Assembly
Ceiarn Graham & Belinda
Sthn Youth & Family Services
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November 2019
6th

The Rotary Foundation

Social Night
Woonona Bulli RSL
Dennis & Sue Clark
Naradhan Farm Aid Trip & MHMP
Marilyn Judd-Smith & Nerrida Miller, Graham Miller
Bottle Tops Recycling
Social Night
Woonona Bowling Club

13th
20th
27th

December 2018
4th

Disease Prevention & Treatment Month
AGM

11th
18th

Christmas Party
Builders Club
Break

25th

Break

January 2020
1st

Vocational Service Month
Break

8th
15th
22nd
29th

February 2019
5th

Peace & Conflict Prevention/Resolution Month

Kay Mireylees
Australian Rotary health
Danial Williams & Bahara Rahim
RYLA
Lingshi Kang
Biofabrication of Artificial Skin for Wound Healing
Mark – Wollongong First Aid
Defib Training

12th
19th
26th

March 2019
4th

Jay Thorougood
New Member Talk
Ben Higgs
Mental Health First Aid
Fireside Chat
Cliff & Emma
Directors Info Night
New Generations, Membership, Community Services

Social Night
North Gong Hotel

Water & Sanitation Month

11th
18th
61st Annual Report

Di North – DG 9675
Interplast Project
Vocational Visit
IRT (followed by dinner at German Club)
(cancelled due to COVID-19)
No meeting
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20th – 22nd

D9675 Annual Conference
Wollongong Entertainment Centre
(cancelled due to COVID-19)

25th

Sue Hayward – Past DG9675
End Polio Project Update
(cancelled due to COVID-19)

April 2019
1st

Maternal & Child Health Month

Meeting Cancelled
(cancelled due to COVID-19)

8th – Zoom

Julie Collerada
AG Northern Illawarra

15th – Zoom

General Discussion

22nd – Zoom

General Discussions

29th – Zoom

Mark Matthews
Composer, Pianist, Author, Radio Presenter

May 2019

Youth Service Month

6th – Zoom

Navneet Mittal
Indian Association

13th – Zoom

Warwick Richardson
D9675 DG Elect

20th – Zoom

Fireside Chat
Emma & Ann Baumber

27th – Zoom

Sue Hayward Past DG9675
Polio & Citation Award

June 2019

Rotary Fellowship Month

3rd – Zoom

Club Assembly
Fireside Chat
Emma & Peter Beattie

10th – Zoom

Chris Lacey
CEO Multicultural Comm Council of Illawarra Ltd

17th - Zoom

Kay Mireylees
Australian Rotary Health
Georgia – Indigenous Student Update

26th - Zoom

Martin Potter
Illawarra Birders

Peter Leiner, PP

Program Coordinator
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Activities & Reports of Combined Illawarra Clubs
End Polio Movie Night.
In September Illawarra’s Rotary clubs held another movie night
fundraiser for polio eradication at the Gala Theatre in Warrawong.
Once again, the evening began with a glass of bubbles or juice, a
plentiful spread of finger food and an opportunity to socialise – we
could then!
The movie selected in an arrangement between Rotary and 20th
Century Fox was “Ride Like a Girl”, the story of Michelle Payne,
the first female jockey to win the Melbourne Cup. She achieved
this riding Prince of Penzance.
140 people attended, a smaller number than usual for some
unknown reason. However, those who did attend thoroughly
enjoyed both the social opportunity and the movie and raised
$1,580 for Polio Plus. With Bill and Melinda Gates donation of $2
for every $1 raised, that meant $4,740 was donated to polio
eradication.
If my records are correct, this was the eighth movie night held to raise funds for Polio. The first was in
October 2014. Hopefully, it will not be the last.
The success of these nights is due to their support by Illawarra Rotarians, their family members and friends,
the generous contributions of finger food by attendees, the provision of bottles of sparkling wine by Mark
Hampton (Illawarra Sunrise RC & The Bottle-O) at a good price, and the support given by Ian …, manager
of the Gala Theatre.

Sue Clark
President, PHF+++
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Activities & Reports of Combined Illawarra Clubs
Imagination Library Illawarra (ILI)
It is now 6 ½ years since this project began, managed by a committee of representatives from almost all of
Illawarra’s Rotary clubs and from PTGR (Paint the Gong Re(a)d), and supported by Illawarra’s Rotary clubs
and several grants – including grants from the IMB Foundation, Club Grants (in 2017 from the Frat), Warrigal
and Rotary District Grants. We applied for another Club Grant this year but that was pre-coronavirus and
the effect on clubs’ incomes. To date we haven’t received an outcome.
In 2020, COVID-19 stopped many activities and projects, but United Way Australia was able to remain
operating, ensuring that registered children across Australia continued to receive their Dolly Parton
Imagination Library book each month.
Also, every Friday evening for 10 weeks, during what was
lockdown here & in many parts of the world, children and families
could watch as Dolly, cosy on her bed, read them a bedtime story.
The series was very well received – something to look forward to
during a difficult time.
This year the ILI project has expanded its reach with Dapto Rotary applying for & received a 2019-20 District
Grant to help them provide the DPIL books for children in the Dapto area.
Currently 213 preschool children, who live across the Illawarra
area, are receiving a book each month in their letterbox. We
continue to seek children who will benefit most. The majority are
offered the program through support organisations such as
Barnardos, others through preschools, and more recently,
through community hubs which assist refugee families.
In 2018-19 our club received a District Grant of $2,059 that
together with $2,500 of our club’s money would provide monthly books for 25 children for 2 years. To date,
375 books have gone to those children and the remaining $1,634 will provide another 209 books. A few of
the children have, or will soon, turn 5 and receive their graduation book so I expect the remaining funds will
provide books for another 12 months.
Plans for a movie night early in 2020 were stopped by the coronavirus but, in May, the ILI committee received
some unexpected and wonderful news. T Rowe Price, an investment management company and corporate
partner of United Way, had donated almost $5000 to the ILI project! A generous offer gratefully received.
Gerri and Dilys, who joined our committee this year, have again collected donations of new and pre-loved
books and distributed them to various places, as well as arranging to get books to children whose address
has changed and liaising with some of the groups our children attend. Thank you both!

Sue Clark
Chair, Illawarra Imagination Library Project
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Activities & Reports of Combined Illawarra Clubs
Ride 4 Rotary
Supporting Youth at Risk in the Illawarra
A big thank you to all my fellow Corrimal Rotarians for
the support you give to the Ride 4 Rotary, Supporting
Youth at Risk in the Illawarra. I also know the Corrimal
Cruisers were in deep training to show the world what
we can do (without lycra).
The planned Ride 4 Rotary 2020 was set to grow into
new areas of action and fundraising. After two years
plateaued at $22,000 earnings each we planned to
break the shackles and grow steadily towards our end
goal of a $70,000 fundraiser.
It is important to the committee that we achieve this by
attracting new funds from the outside community and not by expanding the Rotary/SYFS input. Illawarra
Rotary Clubs can help us grow by networking and promoting for new riders and teams.
So what was new to achieve this expansion:
• We are now formally partnered with Southern Youth and Family Service as they have put their
heart and souls into the ride. They out-did Rotary last year for funds raised.
• SYFS has 5 people active in our committee including Jason, a business networker and promoter
who has previously worked for the steelers and other significant organisations. This matches the 5
committee members from Rotary.
• Bluescope/WIN came in as a major event sponsor.
• Maje for i98 has come on board and agreed to support and promote our ride.
• A footy clinic run by a past NRL Dragons captain, Ben Creagh.
• We were going to expand to make it a happy social ride and family day - adding a jumping castle,
face painting and other similar attractions to broaden our reach.
• Giant Wollongong were donating a bike to raffle on the day.
• Grow from 4 Rotary Clubs supporting the ride to 7 clubs involved - mostly to help spread the work
and encourage club teams if interested. We already have 2 new club champions in the team.
SYFS were booked to visit other Rotary clubs and inform them about what they did, just as they
already did at Corrimal.
• Each committee member made a personal commitment to promote harder and bring in 5 new
riders and a new session or ride sponsor to the table - we are now planning 10 new riders each
for 2021.
• As well as an increasing social media campaign we are also making improvements to the website
to make it easier for all - this will be a work in progress over 2 or 3 years.
• A greater media reach in general with the broader attractions and stronger committee.
• All this and more is in our sites to help evolve the Ride 4 Rotary
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To achieve all this the committee members agreed to start preparation in July the year before - giving us a
10-month period to steadily grow the event.
Well, all was going well and then that little
beastie COVID-19 popped it's head up thus
cancelling the ride for 2020. So what
happens now I hear you ask!! - Bring on
Sunday 23rd 2021 and ditto everything I
have mentioned above. The committee has
already convened to prepare Ride 4 Rotary,
Supporting Youth at Risk in the Illawarra
2021.
I Am Excited - Tell Your Friends, Tell
Everyone, And See You There.

Stephen Knightley PHF
PP, Corrimal Rotary
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Club Membership 2019-2020
Members Name

Classification

Adriana Pyrah

Office Administration

Alf Harley

P/S (Mech Tech Ad)

Ann Baumber

Disability Employment

Cliff Barker

Automotive Service

Lynne

Craig Dillon

Storeperson

Sally

Dennis Clark

Survey & Property

Sue

Don Love

S/A Real Est Val

Edith

Don Rose

Financial Advisor

June

Emma McLeod

Computer Science

Gerri Wood

Educator

Horst Huettel

Point of Sales Systems

Jay Thorogood

Small Business Owner

Jean Thompson

Education

John Akele

Accountancy

Elsie

Judy Doherty

Social Welfare

Neville

Kate Strosberg

Business Enterprise

Mark

Kay Mireylees

Executive PA

Glenn

Lei Hou

Info Comm Tech

Sofia

Linda Bunclark

Community Development

Don

Liz Lewins

Education

Maddi Holz

Youth

Matt O’Shea

Sales Management

Monica Sharma

Accting & Int Business
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Members Name

Classification

Partner

Paul Mather

Religious Services

Emma

Peter Beattie

Road Designer

Jean

Peter Gibbs

Contract Officer

Judy

Peter Leiner

Hospitality Consultant

Val

Peter Steele

IT

Min

Phil Jones

Real Estate Agent

Sharon

Rob Edwards

Speaker

Annette

Ruth Milne

Business Manager

Ross

Sally Dillon

HR Manager

Craig

Stephen Knightley

Carpet Clean Services

Denise

Sue Clark

Sec. Education Maths

Dennis

Tim Mann

Physiotherapy

Pamela

Tony Kemper

S/A Elect Contractor

Jan

Trish Law

Sec Education TAS

Dave

Yvette Murada

Accounts Management

Richard
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Club Membership 2019-2020

Honorary Members
Sharon Bird

Margaret Jarratt

Roger Hoerndlein

Gordon Bradbery

Ryan Park

Boman Kalapesi

Bill Fikkers

Bob Fairley

Jim Murrie

Friends of Corrimal Rotary (2018-2019)
Angus Brooks

Gary Luck

Nerine Lynch

Beth Behenna

Gerry Stort

Paul Cook

Brendan Donnelly

Helen Richards

Pauline Milton

Bronwyn Hobbs

Tracy Preston

Ross Dearden

Megan Smith

Mike Thomas

Maxine Graham

Chris Lappos

Ito Rivera

Terry Winnell

Dylan Mireylees

Janelle Livet

Mark Creswell

Claire & Eric

Kel Magrath

Darren Koppel

Denise Hallett

Mark Creswick

Vivienne Manzano

Echo Shang

Mike Thomas

Clem Velasco

Neville Doherty

April Huettel

Francesca Ganisi

Cecile Yates

Dilys Hoser

Gerry Hoser
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Honour Roll
Paul Harris Fellow Recognitions
The Paul Harris Fellow is named for Chicago lawyer Paul Harris, who founded Rotary with 3 business associates in
1905.
Paul Harris Fellow recognition was established in his honour to express appreciation for a donation of US$1,000 to
the humanitarian and educational programs of TRF.
Those programs include a range of projects that save and invigorate the lives of people around the world and
enhance international friendship and understanding.
Donations to the Rotary Foundation provide grants that assist Rotarians and clubs to fund and implement projects
that achieve beneficial changes in our world: projects that provide educational opportunities, food, sanitation, clean
water, immunisations, health care, and shelter.
It is the goal of Rotarians the world over, and one that they all clearly share.
It gives me real pleasure Ruth and Gerri to present you both with sapphire pins as Paul Harris Fellows.

Ruth and Gerri, our club congratulates you, and we thank you for your commitment to the programs of The Rotary
Foundation.

Yvette Murada
President
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Honour Roll
Honorary Member:
It was my pleasure as Immediate Past President to award
Honorary Membership of Corrimal Rotary to Bob Fairley, a
Rotarian since 1993.
Members travelled to Picton where we enjoyed a sumptuous lunch
at the Common Ground Café & Bakery (formerly the Razorback
Inn) with fires burning, it made for a very pleasant afternoon for
members to enjoy fellowship with Bob.
Before he and his late wife Joy came to Wollongong to live, he
was a well - known resident of the Picton area.

This is a little story of his life.
The Generations: The Fairley family is celebrating eight (8) generations. The latest baby was born in August 2020.
Bob’s great – great grandfather came from Ireland to Australia in the 1840s. The potato famine and some politics
persuaded his grandfather that it was prudent to leave Ireland.
He leased a government grant of 100 acres from another farmer and set up a dairy farm.

An Aerial shot of the property. Such a contrast from last year when the drought was there.
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The Dairy Farm: In those days it was horse cart loaded with milk cans that required daily trips to the railway that took
milk on to Sydney. As time went on a co-operative was formed and we know the name of the depot as Dairy Farmers.
It was established in Harris Street Ultimo. These days the ABC behemoth is located in the same street.
Technology improved and the milk was taken to Menangle to be chilled and then continued on the journey into Sydney
for the population of the growing city.

Education and Farm Life: In his youth, Bob was encouraged to get involved in the farm life. He had his own heifer,
was involved in the garden and was a keen member of the Junior Farmers group.
His primary school was Picton and then in high school he
went to Hurlstone Park Agricultural College as a boarder.
His father added another 500 acres to the property and
Bob ruefully remembers being met at the station at the
end of term and his dad had him working on the new land
acquisition as soon as he arrived home. Fencing had to
be dragged up the hill, post holes had to be dug, using
crow bars and shovels.
He confesses that he pondered on the value of some of
his education in those high school years, when all he was
interested in was farming.
Farm Development: Bob’s father developed his dairy herd of pure - bred bulls and heifers and the Friesian dairy
brand was high class with 180 head of cattle.
They milked and sent 500 gallons of milk in 50 cans a day to Sydney. The government of the day recognised the value
of the dairy industry and paid a fixed price for milk. Bob refers to those days as ‘the best’ and it was a profitable
industry.

Bob and Joy: Bob went on a Youth Club bus trip and met a young girl named
Joy. They were both 16 and the wonderful romance started at North Beach,
Wollongong. Joy and Bob had three children, John, Peter and Lyn. They were
together for 68 years. Sadly, Joy has passed on and Bob grieves the loss of the
love of his life.
Succession: Some years ago, the family business was divided, and 1200 acres
of land was bought at Jugiong where Bob’s brother Bill and family have
developed grain growing, sheep and cattle. (Jugiong is about 30 kms from
Gundagai)
Back in Picton, Bob and Joy’s son Peter has concentrated on beef cattle in a
higher area which is suitable for that industry.
John, who is well known to the Rotary Club of Corrimal, stayed in the lower
valley and developed his very successful dairy business. The Country Valley
Yoghurt is a winner and the dairy has won numerous gold medals. John and his
family’s great achievement was to win the overall champion exhibit at the Royal
Easter Show in 2008. John is a member of the Royal Agriculture Show Council.

61st Annual Report

Rotary Club of Corrimal

P a g e | 43
Council: Being an esteemed citizen of Picton, Bob served on Wollondilly Council for 8
years. He says there are too many achievements to recall. However, one success was to
persuade the Valuer General that there should be differential rates for ‘real’ farmers,
compared with the hobby ‘gentleman farmer.’ Developers were selling smaller plots of
land and the smaller landowners were benefiting. Other farmers on the council joined with
Bob and obtained the benefit on this ruling.
The Fairley family is responsible for the renovation and improvement to the historical
Anglican Church in Picton. The church was built in 1856 and is a beautiful sandstone
building with cedar timber interior.
Rotary: Bob’s Rotary experience has been a long one.
Initially in Picton, he was an active member for 12 years and held many roles.
In 1992, he was club president. He and Joy moved to Wollongong and lived
here for twenty - three years. For some time, he stayed in the Picton Rotary
Club but in the early 2000’s, decided that it was time to join a local Wollongong
club. He assured me that he shopped around and chose to join The Rotary
Club of Corrimal. Joy
joined some years later.
It was my pleasure to
nominate her
membership.
In earlier years Bob
joined Alf Harley, Harry
Williams and the late
Noel Causer and went
to Kokoda to work there.
Perhaps that experience also warmed him to membership with RC of Corrimal!
Bob speaks warmly about the Rotary Club of Corrimal. He enjoyed the fellowship, the friendship and the energy of the
club.
I well recall that for any major club function Bob and former member Jim Murrie would both offer to carry the
decorations into the venue and help set up the room. So thoughtful.
Citizen Bob! Farmer, businessman, family man, has contributed greatly to the life of his community in Picton and also
in Wollongong. He has a quaint saying that something is as useless as a ‘blob of porridge.’ If that’s not Irish – I don’t
know what is! He has retired back in Picton and Bob Fairley is nothing like – A Blob of Porridge!

Ruth Milne.
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Honour Roll
Australia Day Honors:
It is significant that Rob Edwards has spent his working life in the broad avenue of health. Initially from the basis of
human health, to that all – encompassing - Health of the Planet.
A country lad, Rob grew up in Tumut where his father owned a tractor repair business. Country life is fondly
remembered by Rob with the activities that included his love of horses and horse riding.
He obtained a Science degree at UNSW (B Sc.) – commenced a second degree but was lured into a bio – chemist
laboratory and a business specialising in cardiac health. The Cronulla based business was a detailed whole health
spectrum and Rob was a consultant at the business. It was there that he met his wife, Annette.
Rob developed his own business named Health Futures and owned that for 18 (eighteen) years and sold it when his
other interests became so time and intellectually consuming. Indeed, they stole his heart. (!!)
During the nineties, he wrote courses for the ITEC, City Mission and other organisations, as well as owning and
running the business with Annette’s involvement. Their four children were born during this time.
A book in 1992 – Better Blood Pressure. The book ‘took off’ and had several print runs.
Success brought constant exposure to television, radio interviews and newspaper articles, which was daunting, and
a little uncomfortable.
Many of us remember Doug Malouf, now retired as a successful real estate agent as well as an entrepreneurial
speaker and trainer. Rob approached Doug and asked for help in developing his own training program and
presentations on this theme. Doug became a mentor and helpful friend to the budding presenter.
The Speaker’s Circuit welcomed Rob in 2008 and since that time he has travelled throughout Australia presenting
and training. Rob is entitled to add to his speaker title that he is CSP. This title, Certified Speaking Professional
must also be earned and awarded. One must be regarded as better than competent and top of the peer group.
So, he is on the speaker circuit, and is CSP – but what was the next chapter in the story?
In 2006 Rob was diving in the waters around Fiji. At a local island school, the principal had to rush to the generator
and save power so that computers could be used. Rob had the quite logical idea come to him, that solar power
would reduce all the problems with getting power into the school. Inefficient generators, needing fuel and so on.
Solar power is cheap…it’s there – It’s the sun – every day, all day the sun shines on this planet and blesses Fiji and
its islands with its consistent friendship.And this is how the project ‘IT’S TIME’ came about.
Lights – Electricity – Computers …and all that ‘jazz’!
In return, and as a thank you, the students are required to go along the local beach and pick up rubbish for half an
hour a week. Tragically, the videos show piles of rubbish that is collected in such a short time. What an indictment
on modern society. Those lovely smiling faces of the kids surrounded by rubbish that comes from our oceans.
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Rob also saw the need for women’s health education in that country and that is another arm of his involvement with
Fiji. Women’s Health education is very much a part of his curriculum. So, the speaker from Wollongong, added that
topic to the task. With all this happening, he realised that he couldn’t continue these activities and also manage his
business, so he sold the business, Health Futures.
In more recent times, Plastic Free Oceans has become a shared passion. The Western World is guilty of much
pollution, and so much of it is in our oceans. In a recent Climate Change and Peace Forum, organised by Rob, the
stunning presenter made the case for Climate Change acknowledgement and cleaning of our environment.
A busy man, Rob is in contact with interested parties from other countries and is keen to spread the word.
His work is charity work – that is 100% charity with donations being the foundation of the ongoing success of the
business. Donations are necessary and the majority are corporate donations. In – kind support is a huge
component of the equipping the school solar program in Fiji. This salesman extraordinaire convinces the
companies that their product would be welcome and well used in the sunny, holiday destination of the schools in the
islands of Fiji!!
And then along came an award. An OAM – Order of
Australia Medal.
Announced on Australia Day in 2020, followed by the
investiture on the 10th September, 2020. What a day!
Only his lovely wife Annette and one friend were allowed
to attend, because of the Covid 19 restriction.
Nevertheless, his family and friends have been joyfully
sharing the wonderful honour that has been bestowed on
Rob.
The award had the two strands of activity:
The Solar Power in Schools in Fiji and Women’s Health
followed by Plastic Free Oceans.
I asked Rob what the OAM has meant to him.
He is not into the ‘high flyer’ image. However there has been a flow - on that in his public presentations. Someone,
or a group will hear him speak and then give a donation to the work. He also says he has felt humbled by the
award. Rob is also very grateful that through the years, his family has been supportive. Three daughters and a son
are located in Adelaide, Sydney, Wagga and Wollongong. I have noticed that he has an efficient, small board of
Directors – which includes his wife Annette. I have teased him about acquiring more women and expanding the
board.
The final question, “What motivates you?” His response, and here it comes, the stock answer…..“ Well, when I was
receiving an award in Fiji from Prime Minister, Frank Bainimarama, he asked me the same question. I looked him in
the eye and said, you know Sir, my wife is far more good looking than you are, and even when she asks me that
question, I have to say,….”I don’t know!”
The quick, ready answer used over and over again is one of this man’s many anecdotes– and we have to accept
that answer, but be grateful and admiring that he does what he does!

Ruth Milne PHF + Sapphire
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Honour Roll
Club Paul Harris Fellow Recipients
John Akele

Ray Fenton

Jagdish Mathur*

Paul Aleksandrovics

Bill Fikkers

Bob Miller

Tom Armstrong*

J A Fuller

Ruth Milne

Cliff Barker

Frank Guest*

Jim Milnes

Ann Baumber

John Hall*

Kay Mireylees

Peter Beattie

Alf Harley

James Murrie

John Berghuis

Sylvia Harley

Adriana Pyrah

Sharon Bird

Roger Hoerndlein

William Reynolds*

Linda Bunclark

Lew Jarratt*

Helen Richards

Noel Causer*

Margaret Jarratt*

Don Rose

William Claridge*

Phil Jones

Aidan Simmons

Dennis Clark

Boman Kalapesi

Gregory Simpson

Sue Clark

Jan Kemper

Harry Smith

Phil Coleman*

Tony Kemper

Kate Strosberg

Paul Cook

Stephen Knightley

Jean Thompson

Vince Costa

Trish Law

Barbara Williams

Judy Doherty*

Peter Leiner

Stan White*

Nick De Rooy*

Don Love

Thelma Edwards*

Tim Mann

Robert Fairley
*Deceased
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Past Presidents
1959-60

Jim Tippett

1981-82

Ray Fenton

2003-04

Norm Miller

1960-61

Dudley Read

1982-83

Paul Aleksandrovics

2004-05

Kerrie Guillaume

1961-62

George Tipper

1983-84

Greg Simpson

2005-06

Cliff Barker

1962-63

Lew Jarratt

1984-85

Eric Tomlinson

2006-07

David Guillaume

1963-64

Neil McKay

1985-86

Bob Miller

2007-08

Ann Baumber

1964-65

Tom Armstrong

1986-87

John Schweers

2008-09

Peter Beattie

1965-66

John Hall

1987-88

Harry Smith

2009-10

Tony Kemper

1966-67

Warner Reed

1988-89

Tony Kemper

2010-11

Tony Kemper

1967-68

Don Robinson

1989-90

Jim Murrie

2011-12

Sue Clark

1968-69

Bill Reynolds

1990-91

Nick De Rooy

2012-13

John Akele

1969-70

Tom Ward

1991-92

Boman Kalapesi

2013-14

Stephen Knightley

1970-71

Bernie Armessen

1992-93

Don Love

2014-15

Stephen Knightley

1971-72

Les Hudson

1993-94

John Akele

2015-16

Kate Strosberg

1972-73

Stan White

1994-95

Harry Williams

2016-17

Peter Leiner

1973-74

Phil Coleman

1995-96

Noel Causer

2017-18

Sue Clark

1974-75

Tom Ward

1996-97

Tim Mann

2018-19

Kay Mireylees

1975-76

Ken Ritchie

1997-98

Jagdish Mathur

2019-20

Yvette Murada

1976-77

Frank Guest

1998-99

Bill Fikkers

1977-78

Dave Jarman

1999-00

Alf Harley

1978-79

Jim Masters

2000-01

Derek Pyrah

1979-80

Ron King

2001-02

Phil Jones

1980-81

Ivor Mackay

2002-03

Don Rose
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2020 - 2021 Board
Rotary Theme – Rotary Opens Opportunities

President
President Elect
Vice President/Immediate Past President
Secretary
Treasurer

Emma McLeod
Judy Doherty
Yvette Murada
Linda Bunclark
Dennis Clark

Directors
Club Service
International Service
Community Service
New Generations
Vocational Service
Public Relations
Membership
Foundation Chair

Judy Doherty
Trish Law
Jean Thompson
Sue Clark
Peter Leiner
Sally Dillon
Peter Steele
Kay Mireylees
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