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World Environment Day:
Great Ideas for your Club
Plus a Preview of ESRAG's RICON Events
This issue brings you a bounty of projects
celebrating World Environment Day, including
exciting examples from a District and a Regional
Chapter:
• Bangladesh: Starting with Children
• ESRAG ANZPI Area of Focus Launch
• EndPlasticSoup Adventures
• #IFixThePlanet Winners Announced June 5!
• The Pollinator Pledge
Plus, a preview of the great resources ESRAG teams
will oﬀer at the 2021 Rotary Convention:
• ESRAG's June 11 Environmental Symposium
• Bumper Crop of Environmental Exhibits
and
• The Food Waste Challenge
More details in a special edition later this month!
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ESRAG Symposium Highlights Wide-Ranging Goals
of Rotary's Environment Area of Focus

On the eve of Rotary’s Virtual 2021 International Conference, ESRAG proudly presents an international
symposium featuring ten eminent speakers on topics from biodiversity to net zero emissions. The talks,
which illustrate the diversity of goals which Rotarians can address under RI’s new Environment Area of
Focus, will be presented twice as a Zoom webinar, ﬁrst in Taipei time (CST) and then in New York time
(EDT), both sessions beginning at 9 am. ESRAG Board Chair Dr. Christopher Puttock and Communications
Chair Dr. Patricia Armstrong will serve as co-hosts.
We’ll send a second May edition of the ESRAG newsletter with more on the speakers, and the registration
link. The $20 registration fee will support ESRAG’s expanding services, including the exciting new website
to be launched in the next few weeks. In the meantime, save the date!

Bangladesh: Starting with Children
to Spark Environmental Action

“Bangladesh is one of the world’s most
environmentally vulnerable countries,” says D
3281 Environmental Chair Kazi Amdadul Hoque
(pictured here), “and we want it to be a role model
with the spirit of Rotary.” To that end, Kazi, a
member of the Rotary Club of Sonargaon Dhaka, is
organizing a multi-generational campaign starting
May 22 to build awareness and enthusiasm for
environmental action across the nation, and to
showcase Rotary's newest Area of Focus.
Environmental activism is not yet strong in
Bangladesh, but the planning team hope to stir it
up by starting with children. “When children begin
learning about and working on an issue and asking
their parents about it, parents will get involved as
well,” says Kazi. Therefore, on May 22, children
will be invited to create drawings in real time
during a Zoom event to enter in an environmental
art competition. The two-week campaign builds
from there, working upwards through each age
level of Rotary membership.
On May 24, Rotaractors across the District will be
invited to enter a contest, submitting essays on
Rotaractors’ role in protecting the environment.
On May 28, the District will host a debate via Zoom
on the topic “Resolved: Young People are
Supposed to Play the Leading Role in
Environmental Protection." On May 29, Rotaract
Clubs across the district will be conducting
community clean-ups and will upload photos and
videos of their projects to a special EnviroActors
Facebook page created for this campaign.
Rotary Clubs of the District have been challenged
to launch environmental projects and will be able
to upload their project reports by May 31 on
Facebook in hopes of winning the honor of an
award. The celebration will conclude with a World
Environment Day Zoom webinar on June 5. Kazi’s
committee are recruiting panelists from the
Government of Bangladesh, District 3281 Clubs,
and ESRAG leaders from other countries to
showcase projects that ordinary people can take on
to improve environmental conditions.

ANZPI Environment Area of Focus
Launch: A Regional Chapter's
Connective Power

On June 4, (6 pm AEST, 8 am UTC), you’re invited
to a spectacular event showing how ESRAG’s
ANZPI Chapter convenes, connects, and mobilizes
people for climate action across a vast region.
During this 75-minute event we interview the
speakers, leaders in science, Rotary, and public
policy, showcase videos of environmental projects
from around the region, and take part in Zoom
speed networking to meet like-minded people.
Register here.
Here’s a proﬁle of our guest speakers.
Professor Lesley Hughes is a Distinguished
Professor of Biology and Pro Vice-Chancellor at
Macquarie University. Her research has mainly
focused on the impacts of climate change on
species and ecosystems. She is a former federal
Climate Commissioner, Lead Author in the IPCC’s
4th and 5th Assessment Report, a founding
councilor with the Climate Council of Australia, a
director for WWF Australia, and a member of the
Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists.
Ian and Juliet Riseley: Ian is Past President of
Rotary International 2017/18. Ian’s honours
include the AusAID Peacebuilder Award from the
Australian government for his work in East Timor,
the Medal of the Order of Australia, and the Rotary
Foundation's Distinguished Service Award and the
Regional Service Award for a Polio-Free World.
Juliet is a past district governor of D9810 and
Charter President of RC Hampton.
Dr. Roger Blakeley is a councilor at the Greater
Wellington Regional Council, and holds a
doctorate in earthquake engineering. He was New
Zealand Secretary for the Environment from 1986
to 1995, launching the New Zealand Climate
Change Programme in 1990. In 1995, he served as
New Zealand representative to the First
Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (COP 1), and
chaired the OECD Environment Committee from
1992 to 1995. As Chief Planning Oﬃcer of
Auckland Council, he was responsible for
developing ‘The Auckland Plan’, a blueprint for
development of the Auckland ‘SuperCity’ over the
next 30 years.
You can read more about ESRAG ANZPI here
and tour the ANZPI website, which is the template
for the new ESRAG website launching soon.

EndPlasticSoup: Adventures for All Ages

The End Plastic Soup (EPS) team, spearheaded by the Rotary Clubs of Amsterdam, have created a colorful
and fun toolkit of actions to raise awareness and teach solutions to the appalling problem of plastic
pollution. The EPS 2021 World Environment Day campaign includes a ﬂyer in 14 languages (shown here in
Portuguese), plus a coloring pages for children. You can download all the materials here, with instructions
on how to add your Club logo to the ﬂyer. Starting on May 22, EPS will release a bingo app in seven
languages – for either Android or iOS – to make it fun for children to hunt for plastic trash. Just upload
pictures of diﬀerent kinds of trash you ﬁnd. Once your bingo card is full, share it on social media with the
hashtag #endplasticsoup.
EPS recommends a plastic footprint app as well as a Beat the Microbead app. These will help your Club or
family to go on a plastic diet to reduce your plastic consumption as much as possible. Clubs doing cleanups are encouraged to post photos of their action on their social media pages and email photos to EPS so
they can be posted on the website. In addition, you can order EndPlasticSoup safety vests, pins, pricksticks
to pick up trash, and the EPS ﬂag for your Club to use during clean-up events.
June 5, 2021 is EPS’s fourth International End Plastic Soup Action Day. EndPlasticSoup is a global initiative
supported by 3,500 people in 1,200 Rotary, Interact, and Rotaract Clubs from Amsterdam to Africa. The
EPS vision is that by 2050 there will be no more plastic in our planet’s oceans, lakes, rivers, forests, parks, or
streets. Join the movement here!

#IFixThePlanet Winners
To Be Announced June 5

The Pollinator Pledge

We’re delighted to announce the judges, who come
from seven diﬀerent ESRAG Regional Chapters:
Lauren Urquhart (Great Britain), Bilal Asghar
(Eastern Europe, Central Asia, Middle East), John
Mathers (U.S. West Coast), Carlos Montoya (Latin
America), Manisha Jain (South Asia), Ted
Waghorne (Australia, New Zealand, Paciﬁc
Islands), and Matt Render (U.S. East).

Pollinators are the insects, animals and birds that
help our food grow, ﬂowers bloom, and trees
ﬂourish. They are essential for our ecosystems to
ﬂourish. Pollinators need our help so that they can
help us. In honor of UN World Environment Day
and to support pollinators, ESRAG invites you to
take the pollinator pledge to help build worldwide
momentum.
Here are the actions of the Pollinator Pledge:
• Plant a native pollinator garden or native nectarbearing plants.
• Avoid or limit pesticides that harm pollinators or
the plants that support them.
• Add native pollinator-friendly plants to my yard
or lawn.
• Strategically manage my yard to protect
pollinators (use sound mowing practices).
• Learn more about pollinators.
• Invite my Rotary Club and District to sign up for
the Operation Pollination project.

The seven best videos will win a Zoom conference
with RI President Holger Knaack, and the top three
will receive a social good prize to be donated to an
approved project of your choice in climate,
biodiversity, or food.

Please click here to learn more, or email Chris
Stein, Chief, Heritage Areas and Large Landscapes
Initiatives for Regions 3,4, and 5 of the U.S.
National Park Service. Chris is delighted to speak to
Rotary Clubs about Operation Pollination.

Environmental Exhibits Abound
at RICON

The Food Waste Challenge

May 31 is the ﬁnal day to enter your 100-second
video in Rotary’s worldwide #IFixThePlanet
contest. Winners will be announced on June 5,
World Environment Day, on Facebook as well as
Instagram at @esrag_international.

Your registration for Rotary’s 2021 Virtual
Convention is your passport to visit an abundance
of environmental exhibits in the virtual House of
Friendship. This is your best opportunity all year
to explore project ideas and to oﬀer your expertise
as you network with fellow Rotarians working on
an array of solutions to damage to the planet
wrought by human activity.
At this writing the list of exhibitors is still taking
shape, but here are some of the exhibits which RI
has approved, showcasing ESRAG teams and
environmentally-focused Rotary Clubs:
• AES Solar – Clean Energy
• EndPlasticSoup
• Drawdown Education: Lunch out of Landﬁlls
and Food Waste Solutions
• ESRAG South India Chapter:
Human-Elephant Conﬂict
• How Do You Start and Grow an Eco Club?
• Plant-Rich Diet Task Force
• RCAT Now: Rotary Climate Action Teams
• Refrigerant Managers (Feral Freon Project)
• Rotary International ESRAG COP 26
COP 26 is the annual UN Conference to discuss
implementation of the Paris Climate Accords. It’s
planned this year for Nov. 1-12 in Glasgow,
Scotland, though it may be held virtually because
of the COVID pandemic. ESRAG will represent
Rotary at COP26, particularly focusing on
migration, adaptation, and enabling an equitable
social and economic transition to sustainable
human communities.

According to the UNEP Food Waste Index 2021
Report, around 931 million tons of food waste was
generated in 2019: 17% of total global food
production was wasted. The biggest food waste
generator is households, generating 61 per cent of
the total global waste. “Household per capita food
waste generation is found to be broadly similar
across country income groups, suggesting that
action on food waste is equally relevant in high,
upper‑middle and lower‑middle income
countries,” the UNEP report explains. Here's a
huge opportunity for Rotarians to make a
diﬀerence!
The Rotary Food Waste Reduction Challenge
brings awareness on how much food is wasted by
individuals, and provides tips to change habits over
the course of six weeks. Rotarians can easily apply
these solutions in their homes and clubs. Our hope
is that Rotarians will then take this to their
community and support others in reducing food
waste. If food loss and waste were a country, it
would be the third biggest source of greenhouse
gas emissions.
The Rotary Food Waste Reduction Challenge will
be launched during RICON 2021. Visit the
Drawdown Education Lunch out of Landﬁlls
exhibit at the House of Friendship for additional
information. Take the challenge at home and
encourage your Club to participate. This can be a
great project, as each member can learn from the
group and ﬁnd support in improving their results.
Amélie Catheline
Solana Beach Eco Rotary Club, California,U.S.

The Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group operates in accordance with Rotary International
policy, but is not an agency of, or controlled by, Rotary International. Read about us at ESRAG.org.
Feel free to email us with news of your environmental projects!

