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COME FORWARD - June 2018 
 

The 2017-18 Season has ended with Sydney Rowing Club winning the Club Point Score from UTS 

Haberfield, with Leichhardt third.  The JB Sharpe Winter Season has just ended, with Glebe taking out 

the Sharp Cup; Peter Waldersee (UTS) and Daniela Borgert (LRC) the Walker & Hall Chalice. The other 

trophies were split between Glebe, UTS. UNSW and Balmain 

 

Youth Development Awards  
There were 35 applications for scholarships lodged this year, and a record 9 awards given. 

 

The recipient of development awards for 2018 (in alphabetical order) are: 

 

Isabelle Furrer Sydney Rowing Club 

Thomas Galloway Sydney Rowing Club 

Lauren Graham Sydney Rowing Club 

Ash Nicholls Sydney Rowing Club 

Nik Pender Mosman Rowing Club 

Crystal Piper Sydney Rowing Club 

Alexander Potter Sydney Rowing Club 

Ruby Sutherland Balmain Rowing Club 

India Thomson Sydney Rowing Club 

 

It is worthy of note that since 1992 the Union has presented 146 scholarships to 74 young men and 72 

young women many of whom went on to become very successful rowers and scullers with several 

representing Australia.  

 
Thank you to all members who donated to support this program. 

 
Winners of the Union of Rowers’ Scholarships 2018 

 

Isabelle Furrer rowed for three years at St Peter’s College in Brisbane before moving to Sydney this 

season. She competed for Sydney Rowing Club in Under 19 and Under 21 crews with consistent success 

at the National Regatta and the NSW State Championships and in the lead-up regattas, culminating in her 

selection in the Australian Junior Women’s Coxed Four to compete at the Junior World Championships in 

Racice, Czechoslovakia, in August this year.  

 

Tom Galloway is a student at Shore and rowed in Shore’s eight in the GPS Head of the River in 2017 

and 2018. He rowed in the winning Schoolboy and Under 19 eights at the National Regatta this year, and 

the winning Schoolboy Eight at the NSW State Championships. He is now a member of Sydney Rowing 

Club’s Under 19 Quad preparing to compete in the Fawley Cup at Henley Royal Regatta next month. 

 

Lauren Graham is currently a student at University of Sydney and began her rowing at Loreto 

Normanhurst. This year, competing for Sydney Rowing Club, she rowed in some strong crews at the 
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National Regatta and the NSW State Championships, and was a member of the winning crew in the 

Champion Women’s Under 21 Coxed Four of NSW. She was subsequently selected to row in the 

Australian Junior Women’s Coxed Four to compete at the Junior World Championships in Racice, 

Czechoslovakia, in August this year.  

 

Ash Nicholls is a student at The King’s School where he was senior rower of the year. He won the NSW 

Schoolboy Single Sculls Championship in 2018. He also rowed in the wining Champion U17 Double at 

the Nationals in 2016. Competing for Sydney Rowing Club at the 2018 National Championships, he won 

the Champion Under 19 Quad. He is now a member of Sydney Rowing Club’s Under 19 Quad preparing 

to compete in the Fawley Cup at Henley Royal Regatta next month. 

 

Nik Pender rows at St. Augustine’s College and Mosman Rowing Club. He rowed in the winning 

Champion Under 17 Schoolboy Eight at the 2018 Nationals. At the NSW Championships, rowing for 

Mosman, Nik was a member of the winning crews in the Champion Men’s Under 21 Quad and the 

Champion Men’s Under 19 Quad. 

 

Crystal Piper comes from Maclean and rowed for Maclean High and the Lower Clarence Rowing Club 

where she was coached by Harold Kratz and Keryn Saunders. She now lives in Coffs Harbour. Crystal 

was the CHS single sculling champion in 2017. In the 2017-2018 season she competed for Sydney 

Rowing Club and rowed in the winning Champion Under 21 Quad at the National Regatta and enjoyed 

consistent results throughout the season. 

 

Alex Potter is a student at Newington College, where he has rowed in the First Eight for three years.  At 

the National Regatta in 2017 he rowed in the Champion Schoolboy Coxed Quad and the Champion Under 

19 Coxed Four. At the NSW State Championships in 2018 he won a bronze medal in the U19 Single 

Scull and a gold medal in the U19 Double Scull. At the Australian National Regatta in 2018 he won Gold 

in the Sydney Rowing Club Under 19 Quad and again in the Sydney Rowing Club Men’s Club VIII. He 

is now a member of Sydney Rowing Club’s Under 19 Quad preparing to compete in the Fawley Cup at 

Henley Royal Regatta next month. 

 

Ruby Sutherland attends PLC Sydney and rows for Balmain Rowing Club. She has been competing in 

para rowing since 2014, and in 2017 she was selected to trial for the Australian Para Mixed Coxed Four. 

This year she won the Champion Para Single at the Schoolgirl Head of the River, and the Women’s Para 

500m Sprint at the NSW Championships, and at the National Regatta won the Bronze in the Para Mixed 

Coxed four. Earlier she had a string of successes in the lead up to the State and National Championships.  

 

India Thomson rows at Pymble Ladies College and Sydney Rowing Club. At Pymble India rowed in the 

winning crew in the Schoolgirls Head of the River and won a gold medal in the SG 8+ at the NSW 

Championships and the 2018 National Regatta. In 2017 she was a member of the Pymble VIII that won a 

silver medal in the SG 8+ at the NSW Championships and a Bronze at the National Regatta.  In the same 

year she won a silver medal in the U19 quad and U19 double at Holland Becker Regatta, and she was 

semi-finalist in the U19 4x at Women’s Henley.  This year India achieved a silver medal in the Sydney 

Rowing Club crew in the Under 19 Quad at the National Regatta. She is now a member of Sydney 

Rowing Club’s Under 19 Women’s Quad preparing to compete in the Golden Jubilee Challenge Cup at 

Henley Royal Regatta next month. 
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New Patron   
At our last meeting, the Executive was pleased to appoint Geoff MacIntyre as the new Patron of 

the Union of Rowers. Geoff will be well known to you as a past President and Committee member, and 

we are honoured that he has accepted the role as Patron of the Union. 
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 NSW State and National Masters Rowing Championships 
Wrap up of the 2017-2018 Masters Rowing Season 

 

Since the last report the Australian Masters Championships have been contested at Lake Barrington in 

Tasmania, the NSW Masters Championships have been completed and the Point Score decided. 

 

The Australian Masters Championships (AMC’s). 

 

Approximately 180 of the 877 competitors (from 87 clubs) came from NSW Clubs. The main 

contributors to this were Mosman (~38), Glebe (~24), and Drummoyne (~18). Sydney (12) and North 

Shore (10) headed the remaining 19 clubs with small numbers, down to Coffs Harbour with Tim 

Willsallen their only representative who won the MF1x (from 12 competitors) in one of the closest 

finishes of the four days of racing with a margin of only 0.09 seconds. 

 

One has to be wary of medal tables because they are ranked on Gold medals and there is no distinction 

between Medals won in events with 20 entries or 2 entries or between events with an ultimate winner 

compared with Mixed events with Divisions where one club actually won Gold medals in more than one 

division. Nevertheless, there were 5 Victorian clubs and 3 Queensland clubs in the top 10, with Mosman 

7
th
.  NSW had 5 clubs in the top 20, which considering the number of competitors in those clubs, was an 

outstanding result. 

 

NSW scullers performed very well winning six of the eighteen contested Single Scull events. The other 

winners were Katrina Davis (Shoalhaven) winning both the WA1x and WB1x events beating 18 and 7 

other scullers respectively, Jason Waddell, the MA1x also beating 18 other entrants, Jannet Pendleton 

(North Shore) the WG1x, Graham Nix (Manning River) the MH1x and Kevin Wall (Balmain) the MPara 

1x. 
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Apart from the Single scullers, NSW Clubs won 12 other events rowing in non-composite crews: 

Mosman 5, North Shore 4, Nepean 2 and Sydney 1. There were many other events where NSW whole 

crews took out the medal for the first non-composite crew in a final. David Greenslade and Roger 

Brighton of Sydney Rowing Club won the MD2- from a large field of 18 crews. Mosman’s WG4x and 

MH2x also won from large fields. 

 

The AMC’s usually attract lots of composite crews, especially in the larger boats. Of the 98 Eights that 

competed, only 38 of them were whole Club crews. The North Shore WF8+ was one of 4 Club crews in a 

field of 10 and gained a Silver medal, and this was the best result for a NSW Whole Club Eight in “open” 

events. 

 

Two events that are fiercely contested are the Men’s and Women’s Club Eights. Mosman are to be 

congratulated for having two crews reach the final. The younger crew were only able to take back 18 of 

the 24 second handicap and so the older Mosman crew were able to take out this prestigious event. 

 

Overall, NSW crews won a total of 41.75 Gold, 36.125 Silver, 42.25 Bronze for a total of 120.125 medals 

not counting all the Club medals. A large proportion of these medals were won by the cooperation of 

many clubs with small representations coordinating to form composite crews. For example, Shoalhaven 

RC with 4 rowers present formed many successful combinations with Balmain, St George, North Shore, 

Mosman and Leichhardt. The Northern Rivers clubs formed many good combinations amongst 

themselves. Rhett Pattison (Manning), Dean Souza (Endeavour), Sean Ryan ( Brisbane Water) and Jason 

Waddell (Nepean) combined to win the MC4x. An outstanding Gold medal performance in an event with 

a large number of entries (22) was this composite crew: Jenny Wilson (Mosman), Christine Seeliger 

(Leichhardt), Katrina Davis (Shoalhaven) and Andrea Cooze (St George). 

 

The results in the Interstate D category races were disappointing. Nevertheless, the Men’s Quad and Eight 

both came 2
nd

 and the Women’s Eight came 3
rd

. 

 

 Victoria Queensland NSW ACT SA Tasmania 
Gold 2 2 0 0 0 0 
Silver 1 0 2 1 0 0 
Bronze 0 0 1 0 2 1 
Total 3 2 3 1 2 1 
 
Fair results, but results that crews will want to improve upon next year when the AMC regatta moves to 

Perth.  

 

NSW Masters Championships. 

 

The regatta was held over two days of perfect racing conditions, but with a slight smoke haze from 

controlled burning in the lower Blue Mountains nearby. Fortunately the wind direction was favourable for 

us. Otherwise racing could have been interrupted. 

 

Despite the unfavourable date relationship with the AMC’s which had some effect on competitor 

numbers, there were 606 competitors, slightly up from 2017, and very few events were not contested. 

Here are some highlights. 
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*North Shore’s dominance in the Women’s Eights winning the C, D, E and F categories all by more than 

a length and taking the quinella in the D and E events. 

*Tim Willsallen (Coffs Harbour) rowing down an age category continuing his AMC’s form in a hard-

fought battle with Carl Quitzau (SRC), by 0.62seconds in the ME1x. Tim was unable to maintain this 

form the following day coming second to Mark Tietjen (Glebe) in the F Category. 

*Wendy Miller  (Mosman) with a similar victory over Laura Dunn (UTS) in the WA1x. 

*Sydney Rowing Club winning the MA-B4- from Canberra/Black Mountain and Mosman by margins 

0.15 seconds and 1.37 seconds. The closest winning margin of the regatta was in the WF2x when Dianne 

Williams and Anne Parbury (Leichhardt) beat Chris Brennan and Kristen Wiltshire (Lake Macquarie) by 

0.11 seconds. 

*Leichhardt’s come-from-behind win over Mosman and North Shore by 0.93 seconds in the MG8+. 

*North Shore’s WD4- holding off a spirited sprint by Manning/Lake Macquarie to win by 0.38 seconds. 

*Another very close winning margin in the MD1x of 0.26 seconds saw Sean Ryan (Brisbane Water) win 

against Adam Ramshaw (Glebe). 

* Finally, among many other notable achievements, of the eight finalists in the MF8+ there were seven 

full-club crews and one composite crew. It was reminiscent of the ‘60’s and ‘70’s when there was a 

vibrant competition in Eight-oared rowing amongst Sydney clubs. Here there were eights from St George, 

North Shore, Leichhardt, Mosman and Drummoyne battling it out with Canberra, Black Mountain and the 

composite Armidale/Mosman crew. Canberra came out on top in a closely contested race with the first 

four crews within a length of each other. 

 

The final medal count for the regatta shows the first five places as follows… 

 

 

Rank Club/School State 
Gold  

G 

Silver  

S 

Bronze  

B 
Total Medals 

1 North Shore NSW 13.375 11.375 6.125 30.875 

2 Canberra ACT 10.375 4.25 3.75 18.375 

3 Mosman NSW 9.875 9.125 10.5 29.5 

4 Manning River NSW 8.25 3 4.25 15.5 

5 Sydney NSW 7.5 1.5 0.125 9.125 

 
The Point Score. 

 

The final points tally after the RNSW Masters Championships has the first five clubs as follows. North 

Shore will retain the Spencer Grace OAM Combined Masters Shield. 

North Shore Rowing Club 497.17 

Mosman   450.01 

Leichhardt   382.03 

Sydney Women’s MLC 231.17 

Glebe    200.03  
 

Kim Rudder 
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Australian Overseas Regatta Results 

 
U21 Trans Tasman Regatta 

Australia has closed off the first round of the 2018 Under 21 Trans-Tasman Regatta with a two-point lead over 

New Zealand, with New Zealand being especially strong in the Lightweight and Womens events, but Australia 

dominating in the Mens races; 5 out of the 9 male team members coming from NSW 
The second round of the Trans-Tasman Regatta takes place from 23 to 25 August on Lake Karapiro, New 

Zealand. 

 

WORLD CUP 3,  Poznan, Poland 
Men’s Quad Scull - Fifth 
Hamish Playfair (UTS Rowing Club) 
Men’s Four  GOLD 
Jack Hargreaves (Sydney University BC)  
Spencer Turrin (Sydney Rowing Club) 
Joshua Hicks (Sydney Rowing Club) 
Men’s Eight  SILVER 
Angus Moore (Sydney Rowing Club) 
Nicholas Purnell (Sydney University BC) 
Robert Black (Mosman Rowing Club) 
Kendall Brodie (Sydney Rowing Club) 
Men’s Reserves 

Alexander Purnell (Sydney University BC) 
Campbell Watts (Sydney University BC) 
Women’s Quad Scull -Sixth 

Gen Horton (Sydney University BC) 
Rowena Meredith (Sydney University BC) 
Lightweight Women’s Quad Scull  

Georgia Miansarow (Sydney University BC) 
Sarah Pound (UTS Rowing Club) 
Women’s Eight - Fifth 

Leah Saunders (Sydney Rowing Club) 
Georgina Gotch (Sydney University BC) 
Georgina Rowe (UTS Rowing Club) 
Emma Fessey (UTS Rowing Club) 
 

World Championships 
The following NSW rowers have been selected for the World Rowing Championships to be held during 
September in Bulgaria 
Men’s Para Single 
Eric Horrie (Sydney RC) 
Para Pair & Four 
Ben Gibson (Sydney RC/NSW) 
James Talbot (Balmain RC/NSW) 
Kate Murdoch (NSWIS/ Nepean RC 
Men’s Pair 

Andrew Judge (Sydney University BC) 

Jack O’Brien (Sydney University BC) 

Men’s Quad Scull 

Alexander Purnell (Sydney University BC) 
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Campbell Watts (Sydney University BC) 

David Watts (Sydney RC) 

Men’s Four  

Joshua Hicks (Sydney RC) 

Spencer Turrin (Sydney RC) 

Jack Hargreaves (Sydney University BC) 

Men’s Eight 
Robert Black (Mosman RC) 

Angus Moore (Reinhold Batschi Men’s National Training Centre/ Sydney RC) 

Nicholas Purnell (Sydney University BC) 

Timothy Masters (UTS RC) 

Kendall Brodie (Sydney RC) 

Lightweight Women’s Double Scull  
Sarah Pound (UTS Rowing Club) 

Women’s Quad Scull  
Rowena Meredith (Hancock Prospecting Women’s National Training Centre/Sydney University BC/NSW) 

Genevieve Horton (Hancock Prospecting Women’s National Training Centre/ Sydney University BC 

Women’s Eight*  
Leah Sanders (Hancock Prospecting Women’s National Training Centre/ Sydney RC/ NSW) 

Georgina Gotch (Hancock Prospecting Women’s National Training Centre/ Sydney University BC 

Georgina Rowe (UTS Rowing Club/NSW) 

Emma Fessey (UTS Rowing Club)     * Crew TBC 

 

World Junior Championships 
An outstanding result this month for New South Wales Lightweight sculler, Sean Murphy (MosmanRC) who in his first 

season as a National representative, won the Bronze medal in the single scull at Poznan in Poland 

 

 

Vale: Charles Watson (DRC), Dr Bruce Shepherd (SUBC) 

 

THE BOYS IN THE BOAT 

Well before the 8.00am start of regattas at SIRC, the boat drivers are always there – rain or shine.  They provide a 

safe platform for officials and on  occasions competitors. They represent an important and essential aspect 

volunteer role in our sport 

The following “first person” accounts by Laurie, Michael and Peter record their early affiliation with the sport.  

Barry Moynahan 

LAURIE ORMEROD 
  
My first memories of rowing were in a clinker built four at Grammars’s Shed on the Parramatta River, across from 
the clanging and banging of the old Mortlake gasworks. My second year was in the newly formed boat category of 
Junior VIII. Our cox was a small lad, the late Jimmy Goulding who later went on to become the NSW Stroke in the 
Kings Cup. In 1954 I represented Grammar in the 3

rd
 Four at the GPS Head of the River on the Nepean, then a 

program of five races and crowds of thousands of noisy spectators on the Emu Plains side of the river. 
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I joined North Shore Rowing Club for a Maiden Eight. Our Coach / Cox was the late Don Reid. Not a highly 
spectacular crew but we had some fun times in my introduction.  I had saved up enough money to ask Hec Towns 
to build me a new scull. Most of my racing was done on Iron Cove in handicap races. Pre-race entertainment was 
by Billy Hatfield standing on his head in his scull. Could never work out how the late Kevin Webb could handicap 
me so well as a new comer. The Cock-of-The Harbour was another fun event, especially when handicapped on 
Iron Cove against the likes of Steve Roll, who with a half minute handicap, could still clip us on the finish. 
 

After a couple of years overseas, in the late 1960’s, I began coaching at North Shore. I progressed to Level III as 
an accredited Coach. I later hit the transition of North Shore to a Masters Club, and in the process ran out of young 
rowers wanting to compete at a State or National Rowing level. I was made a Life Member of North Shore in 2007. 
 
My career with Umpire Boat driving started with the opening of the Sydney International Regatta Centre. I have 
driven for Rowing NSW at their Regattas since then. This includes State, National [including Kings Cup], Youth 
Cup and Universities Regattas. I had the pleasure to lead a team of 22 Boat Drivers for World Cup 1 in 2013. My 
most memorable regatta has been the 2009 World Masters Games totally organised and conducted by Rowing 
NSW. Apart from the many stories and the weather, Rowing NSW gained much praise for the conduct of the 
regatta from many of the overseas competitors. 
 
In 2014, along with my noteworthy colleague Peter Boyce, we were jointly awarded Volunteers of the Year for the 
2013-14 Season by Rowing NSW. 
 

Umpire Boat Driving is no longer the hot or wet occasion with the old mix of sometimes unreliable metal boats. It is 
now a pleasurable experience, in Hungarian designed and built Olympic Class catamarans. These are now limited 
to approved and qualified drivers, all thanks to the initiative and care by Rowing NSW. 
 
Today, Boat Drivers and Boat Race Officials are one happy family. I believe we have the most qualified and 
competent Boat Race Officials in Australia 

 
PETER BOYCE 

 I started rowing with four friends at North Shore Rowing Club in 1965 and was coached by Peter Raper who had 
medalled At the Empire games in Perth. We were all about 24 or so. Our First win was on the two year old Lake 
Burley Griffin in feb 1966 

I switched to sculling due to our four not always turning up and had some success as a lightweight sculler in a 
bespoke 28lb boat made by Ted Thoomey a club member. I was also Treasurer of the club. 

 
 In 1967 I went bush and as there was no water in the Castlereagh, did not return to rowing until 1973 with four 
friends at the then almost defunct University of Queensland Boat club in Brisbane where over the next15 or so 
years, and with some seat changes, we enjoyed some success and the odd failure. 

 
 I became Captain and Treasurer of the club  and in my first year -held my First Intervarsity Regatta on the Gold 
Coast which ended with the usual Police  Raid and a couple of gentle 
Lock ups (Thanks SU) all good fun. 

 
 The Club went from strength to strength spawning many State Australian and Olympic Rowers and dominating the 
University Blues awards and Sportsman of the year. We also grew a Rhodes Scholar, who still holds the record for 
the fastest Oxford Cambridge Boat race and is currently President of Rowing WA ,  I was awarded an Honorary 
Blue for my services to UQBC and University Sport, where I was a director of the Sports Association, I was Vice 
President of Queensland Rowing and often drove the Boats to Local and interstate regattas the longest trip being 
from Brisbane to Perth. We held a lot of Intervarsity Regattas which always were covered by the Local TV stations 
in helicopters. During Expo 1988 we conducted a River race the same distance as the Oxford Cambridge, Race 
participants being Oxford, Cambridge, Princeton, Wasida, Kao, and Monash. The Premier was the Judge. 
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 Moving to Newcastle in 1990, with my Scull atop my car, I was not going to become involved again, just paddle 
around the Harbour. I met a dilapidated trailer laden with ancient Boats down by the riverside. “What are you up to”  
I asked -”starting a rowing club” was the reply. I wrote the membership Cheque on  the bonnet of the car,  became 
Treasurer for the next 19 years and the club is now thriving in a new club house full of great boats and active 
members. We have even spawned an Australian Rep.  

 

The Club honoured me with a Life membership and the President and I cut the cake to celebrate the 25th Birthday 
of the rebirth of the Newcastle Rowing Club.  My home is now Cooma with no club to join or form------ almost a 
relief. 

 
 I have been helping at regattas at Penrith, including the Olympics, and with Laurie Omerod was awarded Volunteer 
of the year in 2013-2014. 

 
 Its been a fun journey 

MICHAEL  ANGUS  

I started rowing in about 1971 after going to boarding school at St Patricks College, Ballarat. We were living on 
Manus Island at the time. I rowed while at school but didn’t continue after leaving although it was a sport I loved. 

I didn’t really have anything much to do with rowing again until my daughter started coxing. 

My daughter attended Newcastle Grammar and began coxing about 6 years ago . Being a cox she would have a 
number of races during the day so I would spend the day at SIRC watching her. One day I ask did they need any 
boat drivers and I was surprised they said yes. 

I started driving and loved it, I got to follow a lot of her races including a couple of Nationals and State races and 
see it from a completely different and an amazing prospective. I have also been fortunate enough to have followed 
a few Kings and Queens cup races. I will continue to drive as long as I am needed, and anyone thinking about it I 
suggest to come and have a go. 

As a driver we meet some amazing people from all walks of live who have a common interest .As a parent it is the 
best way to be involved and watch your children participate in their sport without being an over the top parent. 

My daughter has now left school and is going to Sydney uni, she is still very much involved and loves coxing. She 
currently is coxing at Mosman. 

I own a hotel in Newcastle and travel in the morning leaving about 4.30 am for a one day event. On a two or three 
day event Ill stay in Penrith. I would recommend boat driving to anyone involved in rowing and who likes meeting 
new people. 

 

AUSTRALIAN BOAT RACE 
 The Australian Boat Race will take place on SUNDAY  14th OCTOBER over the course from 

Woolwich to Darling Harbour. 

Race times will be approximately:  8.50 am Women's Eight    9.30 am Men's Eights 

 

You can join the Race Ferry to follow the races AND join the crews and supporters after the presentations 

in Darling Harbour at the International Convention Centre for Brunch. 

BOOK to follow the Race in the ferry at :  https://www.australianboatrace.com/vip-brunch/ 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2018   
Put this date aside: SUNDAY, 26

th
 August at 11:00am.  Our Annual General Meeting will be held 

at Sydney Rowing Club Boatshed, with a Barbeque lunch at the conclusion of the meeting. 

The Union of Rowers is keen to bring some fresh faces and new ideas onto their Executive 

Committee next year, so please consider joining, and help put back into the sport we love. 

 

Nomination Forms are available from Phill Titterton at the address below, or call Phill to discuss 

how you can assist. 
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