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STAGE 3: BEAUTIFYING YOUR STUDIO WEBSITE

Themes
The first step to making your website look good is to choose a theme that fits your branding and style 
as a teacher. This isn’t as straight forward and step-by-step as the setup so far, but it is the fun bit 
for most people!

You could go straight for a premium theme but I advise sticking with a free option for the first while, 
that way you’ll know better what you’re looking for when you are ready to invest. If you’re ready for 
a premium theme check out Studiopress (which I use) and Thrive Themes (which Tim uses) –both 
are great, solid options.

Browse through the free themes and preview them by navigating to Appearance – Themes – Add 
New, or use one of the recommended themes listed here. There really is no “wrong” choice, and you 
can always change it later.

Try to choose a theme that’s as close to the set up and style you want as you can. You can easily 
change images and some colours, but moving things around will be more difficult. Look for a theme 
with a top menu and header style (logo to the left or centred etc.) that you like.

Don’t worry if you’re looking at a theme and it shows a blog as the homepage. You can use any theme 
and disable the blog function to make it more like a static website.

To install your chosen theme:

1. Go to Appearance – Themes –Add New, search for your theme.

2. Click install.

3. Click activate. 

4. Go to Appearance – Themes and click on the “Customize” button on your active theme. Set 
these options up to your preference. Different themes will have various options here so just 
experiment in preview mode to get things the way you want them. 

Suggested Themes
You can find each of these themes in the Wordpress library by going to Appearance – Themes –Add 
New and typing the name of the theme into the search bar.

Dara is simple and straight forward. There aren’t many customisation 
options built in – but this makes it very beginner friendly. I cover this one 
in the course video.

Vantage is a little less user friendly. It has more bells and whistles, such 
as its integration with the Page Builder plugin. This is a great option if 
you want to make a home page with sliders, features, testimonials and 
buttons. There is a bit of a learning curve but no coding required. I cover 
this one in the course video.

https://my.studiopress.com/themes/
https://thrivethemes.com/
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Education Zone and Rara Academic are two more good options that are 
built for schools in particular. Although the font sizes can’t be adjusted, they 
are already at a reasonable size, and the widgetised home pages could be very 
useful for a studio. Both are reasonably simple options, but a little less user 
friendly than Dara.

Images
You must have lots of images on your site. This is what people have come to expect online and you 
want to look friendly, professional and experienced in your online presence.

Some important notes about using images:
• Real images of your students and your studio are best. Just make sure you get permis-
sion first by including a photo release in your enrolment forms.
• Don’t upload images which are too big to your website, you want the images to be the 
correct width and height, and the file sizes to be small. Resize the images first before 
uploading them (about 500px wide for in content images and 1200px wide for most full 
screen images) and always change the resolution to 72 pixels/inch.
• If you want to add text over your images or otherwise edit them – use canva.com or 
picmonkey.com. 
• If you really want or need stock photos make sure you have permission or they are in 
the public domain. Try pixabay.com if you need free royalty free images. If you’re will-
ing to pay, try depositphotos.com for good value images.

Videos
Videos are an excellent way to stand out and get noticed by piano parents. Even if you’re not very 
tech-savvy you can record a video on your phone/tablet, edit it, and upload it. It’s not as hard as you 
might think!

Don’t upload the video to your site – you need a video host for this. YouTube is the easiest and free 
option.

• Create a YouTube account.
• Upload your video and change the privacy setting to “unlisted”.
• Copy the url from your browser and paste it into the page on your site where you want 
it to appear. It should automically load the video. Simple as that!

For more elaborate video editing, you may want to hire someone to help you. Use Tim’s video on 
finding people on UpWork to help you find a great video editer if you need one.

https://www.canva.com/
https://www.picmonkey.com
https://pixabay.com/
https://depositphotos.com/
https://members.timtopham.com/library/outsourcing-101-with-upwork-training-video/
https://members.timtopham.com/library/outsourcing-101-with-upwork-training-video/


 



 

WANT MORE HELP ON THIS TOPIC? 
You’ve come to the right place! 

Today’s webinar training and bonus downloads are just a sneak-peak at the hundreds of training 

and teaching resources offered to members of my Inner Circle.  

The Inner Circle is the place to get your piano teaching questions answered, to access unlimited 

training and resources, to hang out with other teachers and music education experts from around 

the world and to help you build the studio of your dreams. 

With over 400 members, this is a thriving community of dedicated, passionate teachers who are 

committed to giving their students the very best opportunities possible.  

The best thing is, you can continue working on this topic right away. 

ONLINE LAUNCHPAD COURSE 

You’ve had a taste of this course, now get full access to all 10 video modules which will walk you 

through the entire process including: 

● How to build a Wordpress site, step-by-step 

● What to do if you already have a domain 

● Where to go for hosting and how to set it up 

● How to choose and set up your theme 

● How to add pages, images, etc. 

● What to write and how to get your message across 

● Setting up an effective call to action  

● Plugins, security and keeping updated 

● Setting up and adding engaging content to your Facebook Page 

● Getting listed by “Google My Business” 

The course comes with full, detailed videos, showing you where to go and what to click on. PLUS 

you get a 21-page full-colour PDF download with step-by-step examples of how to do everything. 

It’s almost like we’re there with you, every step of the way! 

OTHER COURSES 

As well as getting access to the rest of this course, when you join the Inner Circle, you also get 

instant access to my other video training courses, including:  
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● PianoFlix: How to Teach Pop Piano 

● No Book Beginners 

● Piano Studio Marketing 

● 12 Bar Blues and Jazz Improv 

Plus a number of courses currently in production: 

● Group Teaching 101 

● 4 Chord Composing 

● Grooving with GarageBand 

 

And don’t forget our monthly online masterminds, the chance to rub shoulders with experts and 

teachers from around the world, ask any questions you need help with, access all my lesson 

plans and downloads and grab some great discounts on products, services, software and sheet 

music. 

What more could you want? :) 

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY  

To find out more about membership and to join us today, click here: timtopham.com/community. 

You’ll be able to continue your Online Launchpad setup exactly where you left off after the 

webinar.  

Hopefully see you soon,  

Tim. 
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