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Monday 2 November - 
Sunday 8 November 2020

Kia whakatōmuri te haere whakamua



LUNCHTIME TALKS
All welcome | Bring your lunch | Hot drinks provided
WORKSHOPS, WALKS and TOURS
Limited places | Bookings essential
FOR ALL ENQUIRIES & BOOKINGS CONTACT
Heritage Team, Palmerston North City Library
Phone: 351 4100
Email: heritage@pncc.govt.nz
Visit: Second Floor, Central Library

Caccia Birch House is Category 1 Historic Places Trust listed
and was built in 1895 overlooking Hokowhitu Lagoon and a
huge lawn, nestled amongst 120 year old protected trees in 3
acres of gardens.
On the 1st November Caccia Birch Trust Board invites the
public to celebrate the 125th Jubilee Anniversary of Caccia
Birch House at our free garden party.
The event will start at 1pm with a re-opening of the
refurbished Coach House Archive Display and speeches.
Musicians, dancers and performers will entertain in spaces
around the property. The various displays located in the house
will add to the ambience, with food and drinks available to
purchase or bring your own picnic weather permitting.
www.caccia-birch.co.nz
www.facebook.com/cacciabirchhouse
130 Te Awe Awe Street / 12.30pm - 5pm

INFORMATION & BOOKING DETAILS

SUNDAY 1 NOVEMBER

Caccia Birch House



DISPLAYS

AWAPUNI TRAINING CAMP

"CITY AT THE CENTRE"

The Awapuni Racecourse was in use as a military training
ground from 1914 – 1919. After being initially used for the
mobilisation of troops, it then became the training camp for
the Medical Corps. This display highlights some of the
activities and local people who passed through there.
Mezzanine Floor, Central Library 
30 October to 9 November

A display of photographs from the newly published "City at the
Centre: Themes and Insights from a New History of
Palmerston North."
Also come along to the lunchtime talk on Monday 2 November
to hear about some of the individual stories that have
contributed to the book.
Second Floor, Central Library
During Local History Week



All welcome. 
Speaker: Grant Smith, Mayor of Palmerston North 
The Local Historian 2020 Award and the Best 
Local History Article Award for 2018 - 2020 
will be awarded by the Palmerston North
Heritage Trust. 
Second Floor, Central Library / 11am
Followed by morning tea at 11.30am
Refreshments sponsored by the
Palmerston North Heritage Trust.

Local History Week Opening Ceremony

“The new history of Palmerston North presents
thematic overviews of the city’s past. It's pages
are peopled by some very human stories and
Emeritus Professor Margaret Tennant, one of
the book’s editors, will talk about how these
individual stories can illustrate larger themes.
Speaker: Margaret Tennant
Second Floor, Central Library / 12noon

Lunchtime Talk: City at the Centre: The
human stories

MONDAY 2 NOVEMBER

The nature of Samoa’s relationship with New Zealand has been
displayed within multiple exhibition spaces which include an
Agricultural Show and Fair (1923), the New Zealand Centennial
Exhibition (1939-40), the South Pacific Festival of Arts (1976), a
National Library of New Zealand Samoa exhibition (1998), and a
Pacific show at Te Papa Museum (2007). This talk presents an
overview of Samoa-New Zealand relations through 
displays, and the broader events of mobility 
that converged ideas, objects and peoples.
Speaker: Safua Akeli Amaama
Te Manawa Museum Society event
Heritage Room, Te Manawa / 
6.30pm (tea/coffee), Lecture at 7pm

Mina McKenzie Memorial Lecture: 
Exhibiting Samoa-New Zealand
relations from 1923 to 2007



TUESDAY 3 NOVEMBER 

In 1875, Richard Leary opened the first chemist’s shop in
Palmerston North, ushering in almost a century under the
Leary name. The company provided continuity 
of frontline care for the citizens of Palmerston
North.  Its history offers a fascinating vista 
into the development of pharmacy from the
colonial to the modern era.
Speaker: Leanne Hickman
Second Floor, Central Library / 12noon

Lunchtime talk: Leary’s Pharmacy Ltd -
125 years of pharmacy in Palmerston
North

A tour around Memorial Park, covering its 
heritage, and looking forward to the city’s 
vision for its ongoing development.
Guide: Jason Pilkington, Parks & Reserves 
Planner, PNCC
Bookings essential / 2pm

Tour: Memorial Park - Past, present 
and future

Join us on an evening tour to ‘meet’ some
of the interesting residents of the Terrace
End Cemetery.
Hosts: Tina White, Leanne Hickman
Bookings essential / 6pm

Tour: Terrace End Cemetery  by 
Twilight

WEDNESDAY 4 NOVEMBER

Trace the development of the Journal from 2005,
 going into the "engineroom" to see how
issues are compiled and prepared for print. 
Hear about some of the contributors who 
have brought wonderful stories to our pages.
Speaker: Russell Poole
Second Floor, Central Library / 12noon

Lunchtime talk: Making History: The
story of the Manawatū Journal of History



WEDNESDAY 4 NOVEMBER continued

The tour of Linton Military Camp will include information about
the history of the Camp, a "taster" visit to the 
Engineer Corps Museum at the Camp, and 
a windscreen tour around camp. Before 
returning to Palmerston North you will enjoy 
afternoon tea at the Fernleaf Café at your 
own cost. 
Guide: Evan Greensides
Bookings essential / $5 cash payable on 
booking (covers bus fare) / 1.30pm - 4.50pm

Bus trip: Linton Military Camp  

THURSDAY 5 NOVEMBER 

A short history of Jazz and The Manawatu 
Jazz Club.  Followed by a short performance
by A53  Jazz Duo.
Speaker: David Edge
Performers: David Edge - Bass Clarinet, 
Mike Dee - Guitar.
Second Floor, Central Library / 12noon

Lunchtime talk and performance: The Jazz
Musician ... An Endangered Species

Cuba Street has a wealth of 1900s 
Edwardian shop buildings but its golden 
days in retail are little remembered. 
Follow the fortunes of Palmerston North’s 
OTHER shopping street with this walk 
recalling its once busy past.
Guide: Cindy Lilburn
Bookings essential / 2pm

Walk: Palmerston North’s other
shopping street

Join us as we launch Awapuni: Our Stories. 
A project collecting and celebrating local
stories about life in Awapuni.
Boho Cafe,  2 Pitama Road, Awapuni 
2pm - 3pm

Launch: Awapuni History Project



THURSDAY 5 NOVEMBER continued

Palmerston North has significant heritage 
buildings and objects protected through 
section 17 of the District Plan, and through
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga. 
PNCC developed the Natural and Cultural 
Heritage Incentive Fund to assist heritage 
building owners ensure the longevity and integrity of heritage
buildings in the City. Council also focuses on heritage
management and protection, through the Culture and Heritage
Plan, and the heritage management plan.
Speaker: Victoria Edmonds, Planner, PNCC 
Second Floor, Central Library / 5.30pm / Tea and coffee

Presentation: Council’s Role in heritage
protection and management

In 1877 the Robèrt family moved to New 
Zealand and introduced gold and silver bullion
embroidery to the country.  Robèrt 
Embroideries is still run by the original family
and has one of the most modern factories 
in New Zealand.  The talk will look back on six
generations and how the embroidery business 
has evolved over the past 148 years.
Speakers:  Nicky and Paul Robèrt
Second Floor, Central Library / 12noon

Lunchtime talk: Robèrt Embroideries – A
stitch in time

FRIDAY 6 NOVEMBER

The Regent is one of New Zealand's finest 
performing arts facilities. When it was 
opened in 1930 it was one of the largest 
theatres in the country and was a city
landmark.
Guided tour
Bookings essential / $2pp cash payable to
 tour guide / 2 pm -3 pm

Guided tour: The Regent on Broadway



Come and see the revival of Palmerston 
North’s native forests. The tour includes a
stop, where there is an opportunity for you
to purchase morning tea at your own cost. 
Guide: Michael Duindam
Bookings essential / 10am - 11am

Guided tour: Summerhill 
Green Corridors

Experience the manaakitanga of Te Hotu
Manawa O Rangitāne O Manawatū Marae
with pōwhiri, learn about the tikanga with
kōrero and pātaitai, and tour the grounds
to discover the diversity of this whare 
and whenua, rich in local history.
Guide: Terry Hapi
Bookings essential - minimum numbers apply / 1pm - 3pm

Marae visit :  Te Hotu Manawa O
Rangitāne O Manawatū Marae

Meet at the Rugby Museum to launch the new Rugby tour on
the Manawatū Heritage Tour app, and enjoy a guided tour of
the museum.
NZ Rugby Museum, Te Manawa / Bookings essential /
Special price of $5 pp cash payable on booking / 2pm

Special event:  NZ Rugby Museum tour
and Rugby app launch

SATURDAY 7 NOVEMBER



Contrary to meat, potato and three veg, 
early cookbooks published in Palmerston
North (and New Zealand) encouraged 
home cooks to try recipes inspired by 
dishes around the world. From 
aspirational French recipes to Russian Fish 
pie, Mulligatawny soup or German Biscuits these
show that our palates of the past were adventurous and the
cooks ambitious. 
(A selection of tastes from historic recipes will be offered).
Speaker: Juliet Thomas
Second Floor, Central Library / 2pm

Special event:  The Palmerston North
palate of the past

SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER

To view the full cookbook and other historical items about
Palmerston North visit: 
manawatuheritage@pncc.govt.nz



12.30pm - 4pm 
The power station will be open from 12.30pm with engine starts
on the hour from 1pm. Due to the building’s earthquake-prone
status entry is at your own risk. A donation towards the
earthquake strengthening of this category one industrial
heritage building would be appreciated. 

12pm - 4pm 
Visitors will be able to explore the kiln (built 1904) and its
surrounds, and learn some of the kiln’s finer points. Admission is
free, but donations towards preserving and developing this
important category one industrial heritage site gratefully
received.

PALMERSTON NORTH ELECTRIC 
POWER STATION, KEITH STREET

HOFFMAN KILN, 
615 FEATHERSTON STREET

OPEN AFTERNOON - SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER



CITY AT THE CENTRE - A HISTORY OF
PALMERSTON NORTH

City at the Centre: a history of Palmerston North explains why
people came to Palmerston North and what they did when
they were here: where they worked; how they played; who
they chose to lead them; how they were schooled; the
organisations they formed and the ways in which they
changed the environment and the environment changed
them. 
With ten chapters and more than 150 illustrations City at the
Centre: A history of Palmerston North is essential reading for
those who grew up in the city, who currently live there, and for
those simply interested in how some of New Zealand’s key
historical themes were played out in a provincial setting.

Available from Bruce McKenzie Bookstore
and other bookshops 

$60



The key themes of the new history published in
October, and the points at which these general
themes intersect with the military history of the city. 

City at the Centre: Themes and insights
from a new history of Palmerston North 

THURSDAY 12 NOVEMBER

Armistice Day 
Programme

A consideration of the origins and course of the war
and reflections of my visit to the Demilitarized Zone in
2019.
Presenter: Dr Ian McGibbon, ONZM
(ex-Chief Historian, Ministry of Culture & Heritage)
Globe Theatre 2,  Main Street /  Doors open and
tea and coffee available from 5.30pm /
Presentation starts at 6pm

Perspectives on a 70-year war

WEDNESDAY 11 NOVEMBER

A commemorative service for the anniversary of
Armistice Day is being held at the Palmerston North
Cenotaph.  Public are welcome to attend the
ceremony which will begin promptly at 11am.
Following this is the Poppy Places Streets of
Significance for Linton Streets.
The Cenotaph / 11am 
Conference & Function Centre / 11.50am

Armistice Day Service

People, places and events that form the Military
History of Palmerston North, including the NZ Medical
Corps response to the Influence Pandemic of 1918.
Entry by $3 donation to the Royal NZ Engineers
Charitable Trust.
Presenters: Margaret Tennant / Leanne Hickman
Second Floor, Central Library / 12noon

The military history of Palmerston North 


