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TAKE 5 with Allen
There is so much happening around us all at the moment that I don’t
know where to begin, but here goes...
The past few months with Covid-19 have taken a toll on the community,
families and individuals. On top of the destruction caused by the recent
national bushfires, our daily lives, and the many things we take for
granted, have changed dramatically. Some people have been devastated,
others have just managed to stay afloat (so far) while a few have even
forged ahead. What has been experienced will hopefully never be seen
again in our lifetime. I believe the most challenging aspect for all of us was
the pace and uncertainty of the changes. Each news bulletin updated us
with yet more bad reports.
Like many others, Irena and I
can’t wait to see our children
and grandchildren in Queensland
and Victoria. Six months is a long
time to be apart from family,
particualrly grandchildren. The
biggest change has been our two
year old granddaughter Cordelia.
At this precious age they start to
test boundaries, learn to talk and
change from a baby to a little girl
discovering the world (teaching us
how important it is to stop and smell
...the marigolds.

I am pleased to say we have been able to keep all of our staff at Reece
Realty fully employed. We obviously had to change the way we operated
with staff working staggered shifts. Doors to the office were kept closed
with appointments required in order to control the number of people on
the premises.
We are now back and operating at full capacity (armed with plenty of
hand sanitiser & maintaining our personal distance & robust daily cleaning
ritual), the doors are flung open at 9 am each morning with a renewed
enthusiasm and vigour. Reece Realty is continuing to do what it does best
which is looking after our landlord investments, finding homes for our
trusted tenants, working with home owners who are moving forward with
their plans to sell and finding the perfect property for our many buyers.
I would like to thank all our customers and clients for their patience
during this trying time. Personally, I wish to thank our Reece Realty team
for their understanding and flexibility during this period. Above all else
my thoughts go out to the thousands who lost jobs, income and homes.
Through no fault of their own there are people in our community, street
or direct family who will spend years putting their lives back together.
Myself and the team at Reece Realty would like to take a moment
with all our readers to reflect on those who have lost their lives to this
indiscriminate virus; locally, nationally and internationally.
Not to be forgotten
are all the frontline
workers and
volunteers who risk
all they have
to help others.
We say a collective

Reece Realty has been challenged
like all other businesses and making
decisions about our survival has
been both physically and mentally
draining. The unknown is a scary
obstacle to deal with. We are
certainly not out of difficulty yet with
many new challenges ahead as all
businesses adapt in the changing
economic & social climate.

THANK YOU

in appreciation.

WOW #thankyounswses

Property Outlook
Selling and leasing real estate has changed over the years with the
exponential growth in technology. Whether you are considering an
agent to manage your property, looking at renting a home, investigating
how to sell your home or researching to buy a property, the first place
to look is the internet. Physical inspections are then generally done at
open homes.
That all suddenly changed in March. All inspections were private
with added distancing and hygiene protocols to safeguard everyone's
health. During this period I immediately set guidelines and procedures
for the team at Reece Realty. We had private inspections on all
properties and were amazed that we were still able to sell homes
and lease properties. Our sales actually increased for these months! I
believe that the focus on conversation and private inspections allowed
us to concentrate on our clients individual needs. Having experienced
'old school' real estate before the internet, it was easy for me to guide
the team on individual viewings, follow up phone calls and then a
second or third private showing.
Moving forward will have its challenges. There is still an unknown
with Governments implementing a 'gently forward' approach. Buyer
activity is increasing daily to levels that still surprise me. All buying
sectors are searching, first home buyers, home upgrades, investors
and developers.
Interestingly, property owners are being cautious about putting their
properties up for sale. Suddenly we have buyers who are enjoying
record low interest rates but there are very few homes on offer.

If you are considering selling now is a good time. Don’t wait until
everyone else decides to sell. It is when the number of properties
for sale increases that prices drop. Presently, prices are holding firm
because the number of homes on the market is at a record low.
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The screen shot above was captured from Realestate.com.au on Monday 25th
of May, 2020. At time of print Reece Realty was number one for house sales in
the Greater Newcastle Region in what could be considered some of the most
uncertain times in our recent history.
This is what good old fashioned service and knowing your clients can achieve.
Not bad for a family owned, independent agency.
Disclaimer: All infomation in this newsletter is correct to our knowledge at the
time of print. For further details refer to source material.

Happy First Home Buyers

Property Management News

The second release of our Government's First Home Buyer Assistance scheme
is set for July 1st. We're pleased to see positive results from the initial release
with 50% of our 2020 sales being to first home buyers, even during the
COVID-19 lockdown period through private inspections. While health and
safety is a priority, let's hope the momentum keeps up and we see more happy
first home owners.

February through March saw significant changes to our rental market
resulting firstly from Level 1 water restrictions, then the unprecedented
Covid -19, followed by Residential Tenancies Act reforms. Legislative
modifications affecting agents, tenants and landlords have brought
some clarity in areas pertaining to dispute resolution, increased tenant
protection and the rights & obligations of landlords. It’s been a busy
time for our Property Management staff to say the least.

JESMOND

SHORTLAND

Congratulations Ella & Co on
purchasing your first home.
Enjoy!

WARATAH WEST

Best wishes Hayley &
Jasmine on your new
home. Hope you love it!

SOLD at the 1st Open House.
Helen's loved home, full of
family memories, sold to 1st
home buyer Amanda who's
ready to create her own.
Congratulations to both
and best wishes on your
respective journeys.

Historical High Street Maitland
We've recently listed a property for sale at 224 High Street in Maitland
(details reecerealty.com.au) and have been researching the local
architecture in the hope of finding out more about its history. Many of
it's architectural features are original however there have been some
renovations over the years sympathetic to its heritage whilst bringing
functionality more into the modern era. Now used commercially
downstairs & with residential tenancy upstairs and in the granny flat to the
rear, this property has much to offer.
We've learned that High Street has an amazing history as a commercial
centre with it's fair share of hardships! Thanks to K.D.Charlton's generosity,
an updated online version of his 1961 thesis titled 'The Architecture of
High Street, Maitland' is available to all on the hunterlivinghistories.com
website. There are many other free, online resources if you're intersted in
tracing the history of your home. First port of call is to google the property
address. Title searches are also a good place to start at NSW Land &
Registry. Lot and/or DP numbers are helpful in cases of rezoning. Try also
the National Library of Australia at trove.nla.gov.au or your local library
website.
Happy searching but fair warning...it's addictive.

While all of the changes to the Residential Tenancies Act are important,
there are a couple of noteworthy changes surrounding smoke alarms.
The landlord is now responsible for checking and replacing the batteries
for the alarms annually and ensuring the alarms are replaced within
10 years of manufacture. We've also implemented additional water
efficiency measures to reduce water consumption & allow owners to
on charge water useage. March 2025 will see dual flush toilets a legal
requirement in all rental properties.
More information can be found at https://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/
housing-and-property/renting/new-residential-tenancy-laws
When COVID-19 found our shores it brought new challenges. Many
people have found themselves, for the first time, without the means
to pay for their housing whether it be mortgage payments or rent. The
property management team at Reece Realty would like to thank many
of our Landlords for the amazing empathy & support you have given
both your tenants and us throughout this time. As we navigated this
situation along with the rest of the nation we've also been inspired by
the determination of many tenants, even in financial hardship, doing
their best to make rent payments.
As restrictions begin to ease, investments will become more vital to
rebuild our fractured economy. The team at Reece Realty will continue
working hard to ensure the needs of our landlords and tenants are our
first priority.

New Listings
Over the past few months we’ve still seen a steady stream of people
looking to find their new rental to call home. Ranging from studios,
granny flats, right through to a large 4/5 bedroom homes, we've had
enquiry from students, families and businesses alike.
231A/231B Sandgate Rd,
Available Now
Birmingham Gardens
Studio style rentals.
We’ve found that students
aren’t the only ones looking
for the modern studio style
builds. Young couples and
professionals are also seeking
this style of accommodation.

Welcome Grace
On another positive note we’ve welcomed Grace
West during these busy times. Grace comes
to Reece Realty with a wealth of customer
service experience and is now the first point of
contact for existing and new clients. In difficult
cirmumstances Grace has proved to be of great
value to our Reece Realty team.

Just some of our PROPERTY SALES for May 2020

SOLD - 22 Waller Street
SHORTLAND

SOLD - 22 Fussell Street
BIRMINGHAM GARDENS

SOLD - 5 Pilkington Street SOLD - 244 Warners Bay Rd
NORTH LAMBTON
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