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6. PENALTIES FOR A PRIVACY BREACH

Entity Maximum Penalty Trigger

Company (Financial)
$50,000,000 OR  30% turnover OR 
3x benefit (whichever is highest)

Serious privacy breach (e.g., failing to 
secure data)

Company (Operational)
Court-enforceable undertakings; 
compliance audits; data destruction 
orders; business suspension

Systemic failures; failing to honour opt-
outs; serious breaches of Australian 
Privacy Policy

Individual (Director/Offi-
cer)

$2,500,000
Serious privacy interference; failing to 
manage cyber risk

Individual (Staff) $66,000 per breach
Administrative failures (e.g., non-
compliant privacy policy)

Civil Liability Unlimited damages
Direct right of action; statutory tort 
claims
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