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THIS IS A TIME  
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SU. Find out how you can join  
us in prayer.

A NEW MINISTRY 
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Supporting NSW school students 
and Christian teachers during a 
challenging time.
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More than conquerors: SU Camps 
adapt to keep safely reaching out 
to kids and youth with Jesus.

FUTURE FOCUS
Should SU NSW amalgamate into 
SU Australia?

THE MISSION IS 
STILL ON
Staying keen and connected 
this Summer: SUFM are working 
around tough decisions following 
bush fires and the pandemic.



God is doing a  
new thing!

As a member of the global Scripture Union International community, Scripture 

Union NSW works with churches to make God’s Good News known to children, 

young people and families in NSW, and to encourage people of all ages to meet God 

daily through the Bible and prayer, so that they may come to personal faith in our 

Lord Jesus Christ, grow in Christian maturity and become both committed church 

members and servants of a world in need.  

© 2020 Scripture Union NSW. Permission to reproduce material may be obtained 

from comms@sunsw.org.au. SU News is published four times a year by Scripture 
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org.au. Unless otherwise stated, all Bible quotations are from the NIV ®© 1973, 
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We thank God for each of our generous supporters 
for strong finances to help us resource new 
ministry in 2021! 

We’re ‘staying keen’ and ‘staying connected’ this Summer, page 11!

Schools Ministry is embracing the new season ahead, page 4!

What are you focusing on? The good news or the 
bad news, the new or the old? It shouldn’t be a 
surprise that God continues to do a ‘new thing’ for 
SU, for at least a few reasons:

1. God has been doing a ‘new thing’ for a long time now. Isaiah 
43:19, “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do 
you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland.”

2. His desire is to do a ‘new thing’ in those of us who want to be 
shaped into His image. He loves to seek, save, redeem, and 
transform those who are lost. 

3. 2020 has shown us that many of the old things are largely 
useless amidst COVID-19, so a ‘new thing’ is essential.

Indeed, we pray this new season will be used by God to continue 
to refine and shape us, as we continue to share God’s Good News 
with more children, young people and their families.

In this Spring issue of SU News, you will see plenty of ‘new 
things’ your generosity and prayers are supporting to keep our 
mission alive in this current climate. 

You’re keeping our SUFM teams keen and connected through a 
variety of emerging creative initiatives while they are not able to 
travel or run open events.

During a tough time for schools, your support is providing vital 
encouragement for our network of Christian DOE teachers 
in their roles. We are also very excited to have more SUPA TV 
episodes in the pipeline, which will be launched later in the year.

Thanks to supporters like you, new online Camps provide 
creative alternatives to our regular Camps, for young people 
who are disconnected. And brand new Spring Camps will be 
launched soon, modified to comply with health regulations. Pop 
up events like SpikeSesh are emerging as we model fun, safe 
and local alternatives to connect with young people which may 
grow into bigger events or Camps over time.

Plus, we continue to ask God to lead us as we prepare to make 
the biggest historic decision since SU NSW began, “Should SU 
NSW amalgamate into SU Australia?”

Given all these things and more, I am grateful that we have had 
more prayer gatherings, including our much loved Tea & Prayer 
(or “Prayer, prayer everywhere!”). 

Thank you for your continued support, as I have said before, 
without which there would be little to report!

 
 

   

Glenn Coombs 
Interim State Director

Finances 2019–20

Donations

$950K
$800K

$1,587K
$1925K

Total Income 
(Incl. Bequests)

(Deficit) Surplus

2019

2020

2020 20202019 2019 ($59K)

$376K

Challenge accepted: Camps adapt to reach more kids, page 6!
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Increase 
your 
vision of 
the risen 
Lord.

OCT NOV

DEC + 
MORE

UPCOMING
EVENTS

We are meeting online via Zoom to ensure everyone’s safety during 

COVID-19. Tea & Prayer is our monthly prayer gathering. All welcome! 

This is a time to pray.
COVID-19 has brought both challenges as well as 
breakthroughs for SU. Join us 7:30pm on the first 
Thursday of every month for Tea & Prayer online as we 
pray for SU ministries. Grab your cuppa, see you there!

sunsw.org.au/tea-and-prayer

TEA & 
PRAYER

Come, let 
us pray 
together.

Rest in 
God’s 
presence.

Lift your 
eyes to 
the only 
Lord and 
Saviour.

Always 
be joyful. 
Never 
stop 
praying.

1 Thess. 5:16-18 NLT

Pray for 
God’s 
Kingdom 
in NSW.



Our upcoming 10-session video 
resource is coming soon! It 
encourages teenagers to read 
the Book of Luke over a 10-week 
period, whilst facilitating a weekly 
group study. Stay tuned!

Christian  
Teachers Connect
SU is committed to supporting 
Christians who are teaching in 
NSW state schools. We recognise 
and appreciate the profound 
impact they have on the next 
generation of young Australians 
and want to do what we can 
to support them. Recently, we 
hosted two online events called 
Christian Teachers Connect. 

“It was a great opportunity 
to share with other Christian 
teachers. It was so encouraging 
to see teachers through 
generations come together 
and share their stories,” Brad 
Sheedy, Primary School Teacher 
from Western Sydney (pictured).

We had speakers from different 
schools share inspiring stories 
with practical applications and 
then there was time for some 
regional networking. 

We were delighted to have over 
sixty teachers attend from a wide 
range of primary and high schools 
across the State. From this event 
more localised regional network 
groups have begun and we are 
excited to see how these grow 
and develop over time. 

If you’re a Christian Teacher 
working in a state school 
and would like to find out 
more about these regional 
networks, please contact 
info@sunsw.org.au!

This reality led us to consider what it 
would look like to use this season wisely, 
and how we could invest in the plans God 
has for Schools Ministry into the future.

We worked hard to develop a range of 
high-quality Bible resources for this 
new season to assist children, young 
people and families to meet God daily 
in Bible reading and prayer. Read more 
at: sunsw.org.au/innovation-in-ministry 
(including the full list of SU NSW Bible 
resource on YouVersion).

To continue positioning ourselves well, 
the Sydney Metro Ministry Team met 
recently to pray and seek God’s wisdom. 
One of our key readings was:

“Besides, who would patch old clothing 
with new cloth? For the new patch 
would shrink and rip away from the old 
cloth, leaving an even bigger tear than 
before. And no one puts new wine into 
old wine skins. For the old skins would 
burst from the pressure, spilling the 
wine and ruining the skins. New wine is 
stored in new wine skins so that both 
are preserved.” (Matthew 9:16-17 NLT) 

Since then, ministry staff have began 
organising regional networking events for 
Schools Ministry volunteers, to meet others 
in their region and share ministry ideas, 
resources and pray together. 

There is such a richness when we’re able to 
look up from our ‘ministry patch’ and see 
what our neighbour down the road is doing. 
Many fruitful connections have come from 
these events and I am confident they will 
help sharpen our programs.. 

We are so thankful to those who 
donated to our EOFY Appeal that raised 
important funds for Schools Ministry. 
I pray as you are encouraged by these 
great initiatives, you will also grow in 
excitement for this new ministry season!

We are  
so excited  
to announce 
the launch  
of CHAT-A-
BOX Junior 
topic card set 
for primary 
age kids, 
coming soon!

New Bible resources! COMING SOON

A  N E W 
M I N I S T R Y 

S E A S O N

FREE!

SUPA TV is 
back for Season 
2, where we will 
be exploring 
God’s amazing, 
upside-down 
kingdom! 
Sign-up free at: 
sunsw.org.au/
supa-tv-s2.
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FREE!

FREE!

We’ve been 
delighted to hear 

of many students and 
teachers who have decided 

to step up and find appropriate 
ways to continue lunchtime 
groups (with permission). 

I hope you are as inspired as 
I am by these stories!  

  For a time, students were distance-learning from the comfort of their 
living rooms and, although most are back in the classroom now, many 
extracurricular activities in Schools (like our ISCF and SUPA Clubs), 
have been on hold. Sydney Metro Team Leader, Ella Peachey, reports:

“We recognise the 
profound impact they have 
on the next generation of 
young Australians and 
want to do what we can  
to support them.”



Students give ISCF a ‘boost’

ISCF leader, Matt Mulready, reports: In 
a pre-lockdown world our ISCF group 
‘Boost’ enjoyed a small community of 
believers and seekers growing together. 

For a little over a year, students had 
been sharing in different ways such as 
bringing food, leading in prayer, running 
games and leading Bible discussions. 
Some students met weekly with me for 
leadership training and planning. Three 
students had also attended Leadership 
Conference last year as well.

Sadly, ISCF ended abruptly with COVID-19 
restrictions in place at the end of Term 
1. When students returned to school mid-
Term 2, restrictions continued so Boost 
was on pause.

When it was clear Leadership Conference 
would not be able to meet physically 
either in July, and a plan for an online 
conference emerged, I jumped onboard 
with the team. I was blown away by their 
determination to create a quality online 
training experience and their enthusiasm 
rubbed off on me and four of our Boost 
leaders who signed up immediately!

After an inspiring two days together, our 
group wanted more, and so, plans were 
made to relaunch Boost...

Now in Term 3, our ISCF group has been 
completely student-led by Flynn, Noah, 
Peter (Year 10) and Anna (Year 8) each 
Monday lunchtime (pictured above). 

Praise God for the Christian teachers 
who are opening and supervising 
the room while Matt can’t attend at 
the moment and that, in the face of 
challenging times, God continues to  
work for the good of these students.

Armidale
Secondary
College

Resilient student-leaders undeterred 

When asked what motivated them to get 
the group started again, Finn (Year 12) 
said: “When we came back from isolation, 
Tess suggested we start up again. We saw 
something missing from our school life and 
realised we had an opportunity to bring 
people together in a time of separation, 
even if our usual leaders weren’t available. 
So, we prayed about it and after a couple 
of planning sessions, started meeting!”

Tess (Year 10), shares what their group 
have been doing together since then: 
“Having lost a bit of our prayer life in 
isolation, we thought prayer would be 
a good way for everyone to re-learn or 
find new ways to pray. We spent a lot of 
time focusing on prayer in smaller groups 
and, for last week of Term, put together a 
prayer board for ourselves, our school, our 
country and our world. It was so good.”

The type of community Tess and Finn 
wanted to foster within the group was 
a “genuinely comfortable and fun place 
where everyone could air their questions.” 
Both have witnessed a significant increase 
in the confidence of their peers, especially 
during prayer. They have seen the group 
contributing more, deeper bonds develop 
between members, and a lot of the regular 
members bringing more friends along!

Stories like this show just how significant 
peer leadership can be. We praise God for 
the faithful witness of Tess and Finn as 
they facilitate a time of Bible reading and 
prayer and encourage their peers to build a 
resilient faith to meet the challenges of this 
season, as well as those to come.

Pray God continues to transform Tess and 
Finn as young Christian leaders at this 
time, as they await the return and support 
of their group’s adult volunteers.

Here I am Lord, send me

Peter is a dedicated and enthusiastic 
teacher at Kotara High School in the 
Hunter Valley NSW, where he has been 
teaching industrial arts for the past few 
years. Seeing an opportunity to encourage 
students in their faith, particularly as they 
live out their faith amidst COVID-19, Peter 
reached out to SU to see what he could do 
about starting an ISCF group. 

“I’ve been a Christian all my life, and as 
a boy, was greatly blessed by SU camps 
and ISCF at my school,” he shared. “I was 
looking for a way to better support the 
Christian students at my school.”

While the development of the group is still 
in progress, Peter has already built a great 
rapport with students there. In his current 
season of life, he feels that God is calling 
him to share a greater level of discipleship 
and mentoring to the young people he 
teaches, and is excited for the further 
opportunities an ISCF group would bring 
for students to explore who Jesus is, and 
to grow in their faith.

Praise God for how Peter is supporting 
students at Kotara High School.

S T O R I E S

Kotara
High
School

Randwick 
Girls High 
School
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What a year!

SU Camps have enjoyed fantastic growth in number and 
impact over the past eight years. Under God, we nearly 
tripled in number and, thanks to a team of fantastic 
volunteers, have reached hundreds more kids every year with 
the Good News! We were so excited about the 2020 Camps 
year and looking forward to continuing growth and reach 
throughout NSW.

With the primary motivation of ensuring the safety of 
campers, volunteers and communities, we made the difficult 
decision to postpone 2020 Autumn Camps upon the arrival 
of COVID-19 and subsequent health restrictions. Undaunted 
and true to the spirit of SU NSW, our creative and nimble 
volunteer directors got three brand new online Camps ready 

for Winter (Leadership Conference Online, Craft Camp and 

Camp.Net), creating safe online spaces for Campers and 

bringing the blessing of faith, friendship and fun to young 

people from across our State (including some new campers)!

Comprehensive COVID-19 safety guidelines have been 

developed, allowing us to provide safe face-to-face Camps, 

remain flexible to changing health regulations as well as 

sensitive and responsive to local community expectations. 

We have several camps running this 

Spring, which truly is a testimony to 

the faithful service of our volunteers 

and God’s goodness that His word 

continues to reach a world in need.

Right: Craft Camp; Pins & Needles Camp 2020

Leadership 
Conference 
Online 2020

Fishing 
Camp

SU Camps are operating in a very different world because of the pandemic, and yet, there is 
genuine excitement and momentum for the future and further opportunities to safely reach 
out to young people who desperately need to hear about Jesus across our State. Camps 
Committee Head, Tim Clipsham, reports:

“We have several camps 
running this Spring 
which truly is a 
testimony to the faithful 
service of our volunteers 
and God’s goodness that 
His Word continues to 
reach a world in need.”

2020
CAMPS
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SU Camps will continue to create safe, 
Gospel-focused communities for young 
people through creative and relevant 
spaces in order to make God’s Good 
News known to them, and to encourage 
them to meet God daily through the 
Bible and prayer, so they may come to 
personal faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Whilst we continue to find ourselves in uncertain times, we believe God 
has dealt with the ultimate uncertainty through His Son, Jesus. 

grow in Christian maturity and become 
both committed church members and 
servants of a world in need.2 

“For God has not given us a spirit 
of fear and timidity, but of power.” 
(2 Timothy 1:7 NLT)

You might say, Reboot Technology Camp 
was uniquely poised to ‘go online’. Or, in 
their words, “If we can’t do it, then no one 
can!” And so, for the first time, they are 
running a completely virtual camp this 
Spring 2020. This gives them the unique 
opportunity to reach every corner of our 
state – even those in remote areas can 
log-in and be part or something special! 
Unsurprisingly, the Reboot team are alert 
but not alarmed by the challenges of 
internet access and download speeds and 
are looking forward to sharing this new 
ministry chapter together. 

We are constantly impressed and 
energised by the spirit of creative, 
passionate service from our volunteers 
as they seek God’s kingdom first in all 
they do!

We rejoice that SU Camps are 
uniquely placed to go forwards 
amidst COVID-19, given their ability 
to run localised and closed events 
that minimise exposure to infection, 
as well as it’s spread.

1  Kids to Camp full-funding available for anyone affected by the long-term impacts of drought in NSW. More 
details at sunsw.org.au/kids-to-camp-faqs. Apply on registration for any SU NSW Camp, at sunsw.org.au/
camps; 2Adapted from the Scripture Union NSW Aims, Beliefs and Working Principles.

Reboot Camp

Pins & Needles Camp 2020

Pressing on

“What, then, shall we say in response to these 
things? If God is for us, who can be against us.” 
(Romans 8:31 NIV)

More than conquerors

SU Camps exist to create spaces of 
gospel-centred community to share 
the Good News of Jesus. With this as 
our mandate, volunteer directors have 
worked hard over the past few months 
to develop new Camps, as well as adapt 
some existing camps, to fit in with our 
COVID-19 safety guidelines.

In this challenging season, it is wonderful 
to announce a new Camp — Fishing 
Camp (23-25 October)—that promises 
to be great fun and offers fully-funded 
Kids to Camp sponsorships1  to give kids 
an opportunity to reel in some fish for 
dinner while learning about Jesus, ‘the 
ultimate fisherman.’

At a time when many community 
activities have been closed, Tamworth’s 
first ever Pins & Needles Camp 
successfully went ahead recently. 
Looking back, Director Janelle Tongue 
observes, “It’s a great joy to see how a 
thought prompted by God can grow into 
this. You don’t have to be an expert. It 
just came together.” Read the full recap 
at: sunsw.org.au/pins-and-needles.

Praise God for the sheer will and passion 
of volunteer directors who are doing 
whatever it takes, wherever it’s needed, 
to safely reach out to kids, youth and 
families with Jesus at this time!

Kids to Camp sponsorships continue to 
bless in 2020

SU Regional Coordinator for Western 
NSW, Andrew Parkinson, reports:

At the end of 2019, 
generous SU supporters 
and Hope 103.2 radio 
listeners donated to 
fully-fund over 530 
drought-affected 

students from across 
the State to experience 

much-needed rest and 
relief at SU Camps in 2020. 

When COVID-19 hit earlier this year, 
Autumn as well as some Winter Camps 
were either cancelled or postponed, for 
health and safety reasons.

Thanks to the ingenuity of volunteer 
Camps directors, new online Winter 
Camps sprung up to form our initial 
response to ministry amidst a pandemic. 

Kids to Camp continues 
to bless kids in 2020
 
SU Regional Coordinator for Western 
NSW, Andrew Parkinson, reports: 
At the end of 2019, generous SU 
supporters and listeners of Hope 
103.2 radio donated to Kids to Camp, 
enabling over 530 drought-affected 
students from across the State to 
experience much-needed rest and 
relief at SU Camps in 2020. 

When COVID-19 hit, all SU Autumn 
Camps and many of our Winter 

Camps were either cancelled 
or postponed, for health 

and safety reasons.

However, thanks 
to the ingenuity of 
our volunteer Camp 
directors, new online 

Winter Camps sprang 
up to form our initial 

response to ministry amidst a 
pandemic, which has seen many 

sponsorships already being used at 
Leadership Conference Online, Craft 
Camp and Camp.Net. 

This Spring, thanks to the development 
of clear COVID-19 safety guidelines: 
some existing face-to-face Camps will  
go ahead (we are even launching a new 
weekend camp— Fishing Camp —at 
Windamere Dam, near Mudgee!), other 
existing Camps will go online (Reboot 
Camp), and some new online Camps 
are launching as well (SURGE Online). 

Things are looking very green in 
Western NSW today, an area that was 
hit particularly hard by the drought – 
we’ve had rain at last so the dams are 
full, crops are growing and farmers are 
smiling again! Whilst we praise God for 
this relief, we also know the effects of 
the drought across NSW communities 
are expected to last for years. 

We therefore give great thanks 
that Kids to Camp funding is still 
achieving its original purpose of 
making SU Camps accessible to 
families doing it tough this year.



THE SU-A JOURNEY 
CONTINUES 
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This challenge is replicated across all 
eight separate SU movements across 
Australia.

So it is no surprise that conversations 
about the possibility of working 
together across state and territory 
boundaries has developed in recent 
years. This has been driven by both 
the burdens of governance and the 
wonderful ministry opportunities 
that are beyond our reach as small 
organisations. There are obvious 
efficiencies that could be realised as 
well as broader needs and opportunities 
that we could take up if we had a 
national perspective.

Those conversations have developed 
into a firm proposal to merge the 
eight separate SU’s into one legal 
entity. That would mean the eventual 

disappearance of each state and 
territory movement as a single national 
structure is adopted.

The Board of SU NSW Ltd (our legal 
identity that holds all our assets and 
liabilities) has been engaging with 
members about how to respond to this 
proposal. The deep challenges are often 
found in the details of such a project, 
and that has been so with this one. 
Whilst the overall vision is compelling, 
some aspects of the proposed new 
entity have proved problematic. There 
are a range of opinions on how best to 
proceed.

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
of SU NSW Ltd will be held on 26th 
October.  No final decision is needed 
until March 2021. However the Board 
is keen to engage with members about 

It’s an interesting fact that Scripture 
Union in Australia is older than the 
Commonwealth of Australia. Our 
country was still separate colonies 
when SU got going here. So each 
state (and later the territories) set up 
their own mission operations in their 
own way. Over a century later, we find 
ourselves still with this 19th Century 
structure as part of our inheritance.

Most of SU’s growth and flourishing 
happened in a world with remarkably 
little regulatory oversight. That is not 
the case today. Our sector of society 
is now highly regulated by multiple 
agencies, both state and federal. The 
Board of SU NSW grapples with over 
eighty separate pieces of legislation or 
regulation, most of which have complex 
reporting obligations. Very few of these 
actively enable or support our mission.

FUTURE
FOCUS

The project to amalgamate the eight SU’s in Australia into one legal entity is reaching a 
critical decision point. Peter Stone has drawn together some key issues for consideration 
by the members of SU NSW and a request for prayer for wisdom:



God’s kindness amidst COVID-19   

SU Regional Team Leader, Dave Tankard, reflects on 
the future of SU at this important time: 

Without a doubt, COVID-19 will continue to impact SU 
ministries throughout 2021. However, whilst I grieve the 
tragedies this pandemic has brought to so many, I also find 
myself shifting from disappointment and frustration towards 
a vision of how this season has also been a kindness from 
God to SU, and how these blessings could impact a national 
SU entity. I share the following reflections for your prayers:

1. We’re re-evaluating
When COVID-19 hit, for the first time in most of our 
lifetimes SU had no choice but to pause, reflect and adapt. 
Initially, our thinking concerned how we were going to keep 
ministries going. Now, I am seeing a greater seeking of the 
Holy Spirit in our decision-making and, renewed and spurred 
on, the SU lamp burning even brighter in NSW communities.

2. We’re acting locally 
Because travel within NSW has been restricted at times, 
we’ve focused on local ministries with a low risk of COVID-19 
transmission. Some other benefits have been: minimum 
travel time, minimum costs, and minimum barriers to 
attendance for both leaders and participants. And as a 
result, the follow-up opportunities have been truly breath-
taking.

3. We’re doing more with less 
Imagine the most COVID-safe ministry you can. You might 
be thinking ‘online’, and we have certainly seen a boom 
in this! However, we’re also discovering flexibility within 
existing structures. For example, 2-3 hour local ‘pop up’ 
events (rather than multi-day Camps) based around sports 
and hobbies like Spikeball, golf, craft and bush walking... you 
name it, and we’ll be helping volunteers run these events! 

4. We’re getting back to the Bible
SU has always loved God’s Word. COVID-19 has made us all 
the more desperate for the assurances of hope we know 
exist in its pages. I have personally enjoyed my richest period 
of daily Bible reading in many years during this season, and 
am thrilled at how God is positioning SU to help God’s people 
get back to our Bibles.

5. We’re looking to the future
In the midst of this pandemic, on the threshold of a potential 
national amalgamation, SU NSW will face the challenges and 
opportunities before us with the same spirit of agility and 
bold faith that our Movement exhibited when faced with the 
call to mission in this beautiful country over 150 years ago.

As we face a new season of ministry together and a 
potential merger into a national entity, let us clothe 
ourselves in prayer and faith for the brave new world 
ahead, for surely our God goes before us! 1
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both the content and process of the proposed merger. 
So there will be time for exploration of the issue and 
discussion about our options at that meeting.

These matters are always more complex than first 
impressions suggest. There are issues of Corporations 
Law, risk management, due diligence and finance to 
consider.  There are also real challenges about staying 
true to our purpose into the future.

Please pray for our Board and the members 
as they engage in this conversation. They 
need wisdom, courage, hope and grace as they 
navigate this important decision.

Design your own 
Pop-Up event!

Small, effective, achievable and 
local, SU pop-up ministry events 
can be run in your town with a small 
number of local volunteers and the 
full support of the SU team

         Contact info@sunsw.org.au    
     for more information!

1 Isaiah 43:19, “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; 
do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland.”

SpikeBall

SUPA Games



As the smoke cleared, the ash settled and new grass shoots 
appeared, bush fire recovery slowly began for hundreds who 
tragically lost homes last Summer. Then COVID-19 hit and 
recovery slowed to a halt as people bunkered down again. 

Yet, incredibly, ministry continues. Reverend Doug Newman 
from Batemans Bay Anglican Church was encouraged by 
our positive approach to press forward with ministry where 
possible, he said, “It would be easy to be discouraged and focus 
only on mission opportunities lost, but our 
calling is to look to the light and to reflect it to 
our communities.”

In Mogo, children are eager to learn about 
God. Inspired, South Coast local, Paula, will 
be starting a new after-school SUPA Club for 
them! Many of the children (and indeed, Paula 
herself) lost their homes in the bush fires. 
Paula asks, “Please pray many children will 
come and find SUPA Club a safe and happy place.”

Shining the light of Christ in what have often been dark times 
is ISCF leader and full-time SRE teacher, Wycliffe ‘Wicky’ 
Onyango (pictured top, left). Reflecting on the many pastoral 
opportunities recently, Wicky was reminded of Psalm 119:105, 
“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” He asks 
us to praise God his ISCF students are growing strong in their 
faith despite these trying times.

Though some South Coast Camps have been postponed due 
to COVID-19, Directors are praying for campers and working 
with their teams to disciple them online at this time. 

Regional prayer gatherings have also began online, bringing 
together Camps, SUFM and ISCF leaders from across the 
region to lift up the needs of South Coast communities, with 
many more gatherings planned to come!

SUFM teams who would normally travel 
to location this Summer (but aren’t due 
to COVID-19) will instead ‘stay keen’ for 
mission and ‘stay connected’ to communities 
by exploring creative ways to equip local 
Christians for outreach and discipleship in the 
locations they would normally run their SUFM 
programs in, and maintain relationships with 
those they know and love there.

It is indeed a great encouragement to know God’s Word will go 
out in all seasons and God’s people will respond to His call to 
mission wherever they’re needed, whatever it takes. 

Jesus, you are the light of the world. You promise 
whoever follows you will never walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.1 We pray many will come to know 
you as their personal Saviour, Amen!

“God’s Word will go 
out in all seasons 
and God’s people 
will respond to His 
call wherever 
they’re needed.”

Top images: ISCF leader, Wycliffe ‘Wicky’ Onyango; a South Coast ISCF group; Mogo.         1    1 John 8:12

Regional Coordinator for South Coast NSW, Cheryl Burton, brings us up to speed with the 
challenges and opportunities facing communities and SU ministries in this hard-hit region, 
sharing the struggles but also the ministry breakthroughs bringing hope and light to so many. 

What’s happening in your region?  
God is doing a new thing in SU. From drought to bush fires, to COVID-19 and a potential merger into SU 

Australia, this year has highlighted the prayerful dependence, adaptive strength and persevering spirit of 
our Movement. We are so thankful for your support. Please be encouraged by ministry news our regional 

team members have prepared for you – Read the full updates at sunsw.org.au/regional-news!
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Student leadership 
has long been 
a hallmark of 
effective ministry. 
My prayer is 
that Leadership 
Conference equips 
them to take the 
next step in their 
leadership journey 
for Jesus.

Despite volunteers 
being separated 
from their usual 
ministry activities, 
their hearts 
are still stirred 
for those they 
would normally 
minister to in their 
SUPA and ISCF 
lunchtime groups.

Eighteen young 
Christians came 
together recently 
to spur one 
another on in the 
faith. Together, 
they are being 
encouraged and 
trained to share 
Jesus with their 
friends! 

Now is an 
opportunity to 
ask God to put 
the right ideas 
and people into 
the right places 
through a growing 
network being 
built up across the 
Hunter, ready for 
future ministry.

From drought to 
disease: Lord, as 
you have brought 
the soaking rain, 
so too bring us 
safely through this 
pandemic. Bless 
harvests, flocks 
and herds. Bring 
revival to the 
bush. Amen!

For decades, 
faithful volunteers  
have run FUSE, 
an inter-school 
residential camp 
allowing students 
to build on from 
ISCF. This year 
we’re excited to 
announce FUSE 
joins SU Camps!

When all the 
usual structures 
are flexing and 
changing, it can 
feel like ministry 
is being badly 
affected. But, 
really, God is using 
these disruptions 
to build His 
Kingdom.  

Adam Smyth, 
Sydney North NSW 

Ella Peachey, 
Central Coast NSW

Andrew Parkinson, 
Western NSW

Rachel Bemmer,  
Sydney West &  
South West NSW

Meghann McCloud, 
Inner West, City & 
Georges River NSW

Dave Tankard, 
North West NSW 

Jasmine Ruigrok, 
Hunter NSW

LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS



Bush fires and now COVID-19, it’s been a big year for Missions. In prayerful dependence, an early 
decision has been made that SUFM teams will not be travelling to location this Summer in order 
to ensure everyone’s safety during COVID-19. Missions Committee Head, Nathan Milham, reports:

SUFM teams will not be travelling to 
location this Summer

This decision was prayerfully made in consultation with 
others and with our greatest wisdom. However, it was a 
hard decision because the SU Movement exists to make 
God’s Good News known, and every year over forty SUFM, 
SUmmerlife, SUmmerkids and Holiday Bible Clubs reach tens 
of thousands for Christ up and down the NSW coast.

Unlike Camps, which are closed events on a smaller scale, the 
structure of SUFM meant the risk of COVID-19 exposure and/
or its spread was too great for us to proceed with our regular 
programs this year. 

And it was also a sad decision. The 
Apostle Paul considers himself 

‘orphaned’ when he is unable to visit 
his beloved Thessalonians. How 
he longs to see them again! It’s a 
similar feeling for our teams who 
will miss setting up their tents next 
to families they know and love.

However, we also believe nothing can 
separate God from His mission in NSW 

and, indeed, the world.

The mission is still on
Strange times have called for a creative response. 
With teams not travelling this year, we asked 
ourselves how we could instead ‘Stay Keen’ for 
mission and ‘Stay Connected’ to our communities. 

At Mission Director’s Day recently, Directors 
met to plan and prepare for this new season 
of Summer ministry. Ideas were gathered and 
momentum is building for a range of innovative 
initiatives to reach thousands of holiday-makers.

Some teams will prepare gifts and Bible activity packs 
to send to caravan parks, others will partner with local 
churches to equip them with outreach and discipleship 
resources, others will use technology to maintain long-term 
relationships and some teams will even develop videos and 
online resources to reach remote communities. 

The mission belongs to God
SU has survived a few ripples over the past 150 years. In the 
face of another challenging ministry season, I marvel at the 
resilience and determination of our SUFM teams to persevere. 
I’m praying a pause on some traditional structures will remind 
us of our roots: to make God’s Good News known anywhere, 
anytime, anyhow, so that young people and families might 
find hope, joy, peace and salvation in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Please pray for SUFM teams as they stay keen and 
stay connected, and for God’s Good News to still 
reach locals and holiday-makers this Summer.

staying keen and
staying connected
this Summer.

We’re
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“Our roots: to make God’s Good News 
known anywhere, anytime, anyhow.”
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The SUPA Son of 
God booklet drawing 
competition is on. 

We are creating a brand-new Scripture Union NSW 
primary age booklet called The SUPA Son of God and 
we are looking for young illustrators to help us! 

If you love to draw and are 12 or younger, why not 
have a go and enter the drawing competition to 
create the illustrations to be used in the booklet!

Winners will receive a free copy of The SUPA Son of 
God booklet, a certificate from us, and they will have 
their drawing published!

Enter today at sunsw.org.au/supa-drawing-comp!

CALLING
ALL

ARTISTS


