Applications for Support
Individuals and organisations seeking support
in alignment with our three areas of focus can
submit an application form online at:
mrc.racing.com/mrc-foundation/application-for-support.

Further Information
If you have any questions please contact the MRC
Foundation team at mrcfoundation@mrc.net.au

SAVE THE DATES 2018
BLUE DIAMOND GALA DINNER
PRESENTED BY CATANACH’S JEWELLERS

Thursday 22 February 2018
at Caulfield Racecourse
GOLF DAY & DINNER
PRESENTED BY LADBROKES

Monday 7 May 2018
at Metropolitan Golf Club
MRC FOUNDATION RACE DAY
Date to be Confirmed - 2018
at Caulfield Racecourse

The Trustee for the MRC Foundation (ABN 36 621 981 453)
and MRC Foundation Limited (ABN 72 602 872 186) are the
charitable arms of the Melbourne Racing Club to enable the MRC
to centralise its charitable and community support focusing on
local community, social impact and charitable support.
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Chairman’s Welcome

It is with great pleasure that I present the
MRC Foundation’s Annual Report for 2016-17.
I’m delighted to share some of the MRC Foundation’s
key achievements:
• The Bendigo Bank East Malvern MRC
Foundation Race Day 2016 contributed
$129,000 to our 13 charity partners from
general admission ticketing, hospitality and
sponsorship sales. I extend a special thank you
to the Victorian Government for it’s invaluable
funding through the Victorian Racing Industry
Fund and it’s support of this unique race day.
• The MRC Foundation has committed $150,000
in conjunction with the Committee of
Management for the Mornington Racecourse
and Racing Victoria, to develop a permanent
facility for Riding for the Disabled at Mornington
racecourse. The program, which sees those
with a disability or in a wheelchair, ride in
horse-led carriages, is a significant support for
the participants who take part throughout the
year, providing physical and emotional therapy,
exercise and social interaction for participants,
carers and volunteers alike. We look forward
to construction commencing in late 2017.
• The Blue Diamond Gala Dinner 2017
(kindly sponsored by Catanach’s Jewellers)
raised over $85,000.
Fundraising from
this event has been assigned to launch a
Stable Wellbeing Project with Monash Link
Health which will provide assistance to
trainers and stable staff who struggle with

mental illness and drug and alcohol abuse
at Caulfield and Mornington racecourses.
• The Golf Day & Dinner 2017 (kindly sponsored
by Ladbrokes) held at Kingston Heath Golf
Club helped raise $35,000, continuing our
support across our three key focus areas.
• In 2016, our Pin & Win Charity partner,
The Alfred Foundation, raised in excess of
$50,000. The funds raised, will go towards
Caulfield Hospital’s Hydrotherapy Centre
redevelopment.
The Centre is a vital
community resource and a crucial component
of helping many patients rehabilitate after
serious injury. We look forward to continuing
this charity partnership in 2017 through our
Pin & Win promotion.
I’m extremely proud of the achievements of the MRC
Foundation and remain focused on maximising benefits
across our three key areas of charitable support, social
impact partnerships and local community support.
I’m confident the MRC Foundation is well positioned for
a sustainable and bright future in the philanthropy field.

Patricia Faulkner AO
Chairman – MRC Foundation

MRC FOUNDATION - 2017 ANNUAL REPORT
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MRC Foundation Board

Mrs Patricia Faulkner AO
MRC Foundation Chairman

Mr Brodie Arnhold
Board Member

Mr Des Kelly
Board Member

Patricia has chaired or been a member of a wide
range of not for profit boards for over 25 years.
In addition she was CEO of the Victorian
Department of Health and Human Services .

Brodie first joined the MRC as a Committee
member in 2007 and has been MRC’s CEO since
2013.

Des has been a member of the club since 1997 and
has served on the MRC Foundation Board since its
inception in 2014.

He has served on the MRC Foundation Board since
its inception in 2014.

Des is also a Committee member of the MRC.

She has an extensive knowledge of the needs of
vulnerable people and the organisations
that support them.
She is a member of the Committee of the MRC.
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Brodie has found the establishment of the MRC
Foundation most rewarding, providing the MRC
the ability to give back to some of the great local
communities that have supported the Club in its
long history.

While Des was on the Board of the St. Kilda
Football Club he was involved with the Trevor
Barker Foundation.

Mr Tony Hancy
Board Member

Mrs Amanda Catanach
Board Member

Tony has been a member of the club for 29 years
and has served on the MRC Foundation Board
since its inception in 2014.

Amanda Catanach joined the MRC Foundation
Board in 2016, having a long involved partnership
with the MRC, both as the maker of many of the
clubs trophies, including the Caulfield Cup, Blue
Diamond Stakes, Caulfield Guineas, and as a
sponsor.

He is also a member of the Committee of the MRC,
Chairman of the Mornington Racing Club Advisory
Group, a member of the MRC Nominations and
Remunerations Sub Committee, the Board of
Melbourne Racing Club Investments (Pegasus
Leisure Group) and the Board of Thoroughbred
Gaming Group Pty Ltd (TGG).

Amanda is committed to the Foundation giving
back to the communities around us that are
affected by the racing industry.

Tony has been actively involved in serving on the
Board of a number of not for profit organisations
including Vice President and Deputy Chairman of
the Fight Cancer Foundation.
MRC FOUNDATION - 2017 ANNUAL REPORT
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Blue Diamond Gala Dinner
& Stable Wellbeing Project

In its second year of running, the MRC Foundation
Gala Dinner presented by Catanach’s Jewellers,
welcomed
charity
partners,
distinguished
guests and racing personalities including retired
champion jockey Jim Cassidy to the Promenade
at Caulfield tacecourse on Thursday 23 February
2017 for an evening of fundraising, support and
fun. We are delighted to have raised over $85,000.
A key announcement by the MRC Foundation on
the evening was the launch of the Stable Wellbeing
Project which aims to provide assistance to
trainers and stable staff who struggle with mental
illness and drug and alcohol abuse at Caulfield and
Mornington racecourses.
MRC Foundation Chairman, Patricia Faulkner AO,
said all monies raised from the night will provide
much needed support to those working within the
thoroughbred industry, by helping them navigate
mental health, drug and alcohol service systems
in Victoria.

“Many of us have seen the pain of families, friends
and colleagues struggling to cope with various
forms of mental illness, drug and alcohol abuse,
so this initiative will help those working in stables
at Caulfield and Mornington to recognise their
problems and find appropriate care and assistance.
This also extends to employers who may be
experiencing difficulty in managing a staff member
in need of help.”

Aim:
Improve the Mental Health (MH) & Alcohol
and Other Drugs (AOD) support for stable
employees and trainers at Caulfield and
Mornington training facilities.
Funding: $85,000
Duration: Two years (seed funding)

Link HC is a not-for-profit organisation that
provides medical, health and support services to
improve the health and wellbeing of all residents
living in the east and south east of Melbourne.
8
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Objectives:
1. Provide a Mental Health (MH) & Alcohol and
other drug (AOD) navigation service for stable
employees and trainers at Caulfield and
Mornington training facilities.
2. Build knowledge regarding the needs of this
population and the most effective methods of
assistance.
3. Develop knowledge, contacts and connections
regarding existing services available to this
population in the Mental Health (MH) & Alcohol
and other drug (AOD) public and private sectors.
4. Develop an ongoing funding model and funding
opportunities for ongoing support of this
initiative post two years.

Scope and overview of initial services:
1. Regular visits to Caulfield and Mornington to
build awareness and relationships;
2. Therapeutic conversations and navigation for
linking into services as required via face to face
and phone; and
3. Provide information to the MRC community
regarding existing Mental Health (MH) & Alcohol
and other drug (AOD) and wellbeing
MRC FOUNDATION - 2017 ANNUAL REPORT
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Golf Day & Dinner

The MRC Foundation Golf Day & Dinner presented
by Ladbrokes, attracted 112 corporate and racing
industry golfers to Kingston Heath Golf Club
on Tuesday 9 May 2017 to continue the MRC
Foundation’s fundraising work within both the
racing industry and the wider community.
A record $35,000 was raised for the
MRC Foundation to continue its support of
charitable
organisation
partnerships
and
online application support grants through two
fundraising golf holes and three auction items,
highlighted by a VIP Dining Package at Kirk’s Wine
Bar & Messermeister Deluxe Knife Set, donated by
Ian Curley, which fetched $6,500.
“With a record 112 golfers playing, we hoped to
exceed last year’s fundraising efforts of $30,000
and we did that by $5,000 which is fantastic.”
“As a proud partner of the Melbourne Racing Club,
Ladbrokes believes it is important to branch its
support out to the wider community beyond the
norm. The MRC Foundation does great work within
both the racing industry and the community as a
whole, and to be able to play a small part in that
gives Ladbrokes a great sense of pride,”
Ladbrokes Head of Media, Roger Oldridge said.

10

MRC FOUNDATION - 2017 ANNUAL REPORT

MRC Foundation
Race Day 2016

The Bendigo Bank East Malvern MRC Foundation
Race Day 2016 supported 13 charities and donated
$129,000 of proceeds from general admission
ticketing, hospitality and sponsorship sales to the
charitable organisations involved.
Fight Cancer Foundation was the winner on the day,
with Jameka who won the Group 3 Bendigo Bank
East Malvern MRC Foundation Cup (Naturalism
Stakes). As a result the Ciaron Maher trained horse
earned $20,000 for the Fight Cancer Foundation
and an automatic ticket into the $3 million Group 1
BMW Caulfield Cup on Saturday 15 October which
she brilliantly went on to win.
This year, we are supporting 18 charity partners for
the Bendigo Bank East Malvern MRC Foundation
Race Day on Saturday 23 September at Caulfield
racecourse. We look forward to sharing the results
with you.

East Malvern
Community Bank® Branch
300 Waverley Road, East Malvern
Phone 9563 6044

Bendigo Bank
Bigger than a bank
MRC FOUNDATION - 2017 ANNUAL REPORT

11

Pin & Win Charity
Partner 2016/17

The MRC Foundation is proud to announce that
The Alfred Foundation is the official charity partner
for the second year running for the 2017 BMW
Caulfield Cup Carnival Pin and Win Program.
Please purchase a $5 pin for a chance to win one
of two incredible prizes including an “Ultimate
Racing Experience” at Caulfield racecourse valued
at $10,500.
All funds raised will go towards the redevelopment
of Caulfield Hospital’s Hydrotherapy Centre (260
Kooyong Road, Caulfield) a much used community
resource that is now in need of improvement.
The Centre is a vital component of helping many
patients return to the life they had previously and
its upgrade will further develop the rehabilitation
services that support our industry partners and
local community as well as people from right
around the state.
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Riding For The Disabled
(RDA)
Permanent Facility at
Mornington Racecourse

The deisgn of the RDA Permanent Facility at
Mornington racecourse has been finalised. Works
are ready to commence in October 2017.

members and volunteers enjoy electricity, toilets
and air conditioning, resulting in an expansion of
the current program.

A three part donation equating to $150,000 in
funds has been announced that will see a brand
new custom built viewing facility installed at
Mornington racecourse, for the use of local
community and charity groups.

“This kind of investment will make a world of
difference to our programs and the people involved,”
said Lesley Hewitt, RDA Victoria President.

The donation is a result of a $50,000 commitment
from the Committee of Management for the
Mornington racecourse and $50,000 from the
MRC Foundation, with the remaining $50,000
donated by Racing Victoria.
The primary beneficiary of the infrastructure
upgrade will be local community charity, Riding for
Disabled (RDA) Mornington who use the members’
carpark and current makeshift shelter for its twiceweekly program.
The program, which sees those with a disability
or in a wheelchair ride in horse-led carriages, is a
significant support for the 32 participants who take
part throughout the year, providing physical and
emotional therapy, exercise and social interaction
for participants, carers and volunteers alike.

“The generosity and commitment shown by these
organisations in creating a space for the benefit of
community organisations like ours is wonderful,
and will make it possible to improve our program.”
Mornington
Racecourse
Committee
of
Management Chairman and MRC Foundation
Board Member Tony Hancy said the Committee had
received backing from the Mornington Peninsula
Shire on the proposed facility and potentially
opening its use to other community groups.
“This is an outstanding opportunity for us to
better utilise the existing horse racing facilities
at Mornington, expanding the use to a fantastic
community cause.
“We hope to open up the space to other community
groups who might make use of the space.”

The much-needed new facility will see the RDA

MRC FOUNDATION - 2017 ANNUAL REPORT
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AFL South East Club
Support - Community Program
AFL South East and the MRC Foundation have
joined forces to develop the “Club Support –
Community Program”, which is designed to
provide AFLSE and MPFNL (Mornington Peninsula
Nepean Football League) Clubs with the training,
development and support in areas of concern
within the community regularly faced by the Clubs
such as youth suicide, domestic violence, drug and
alcohol abuse, mental health and other social and
behavioural issues.

Partnering with program providers SALT (Sport
and Life Training) and SCA (Sports Chaplaincy
Australia) the specific aim of “Club Support –
Community Program” is to develop a leadership
and welfare culture within AFLSE and MPFNL
Clubs to help drive behavioural change and provide
support in a sustainable and ongoing manner.
AFLSE Region General Manager, John Anderson
said, “This is a most significant initiative introduced
for the benefit of the League and its Clubs”. Our
Clubs face regular challenges that require great
sensitivity and expertise regarding the social and
personal welfare of their members. It is incumbent

14
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upon all Clubs to provide a safe and positive
environment for all their players and volunteers,
while the SALT Program will concentrate on
developing this culture and environment and the
Chaplaincy Program will provide the one on one
support for individuals who experience personal
hardship.”
MRC Foundation Chairman, Patricia Faulkner
AO said, “the MRC Foundation is pleased to be
supporting the establishment of this Club Support
– Community Program focusing on the wellbeing
and welfare of an at-risk demographic in the
local community of several of MRC’s operations
including Mornington Racing Club, and our PLG
venues; Steeples, The Cove and The Grand.”

The outcomes of the Club Support
– Community Program in 2017 are:
• 11 MPFNL Clubs to undertake the
SALT ‘Healthy Club’ Program; and
•

Introduce 22 MPFNL Clubs to the
‘ClubCare Access’ SCA Program.

PLG Venue / MRC
Donation Model 2017-18

We are delighted to announce the launch of a
donation model across all our PLG venues that will
see two local community charities or not for profit
organisations join our Pin & Win Charity Partner –
The Alfred Foundation with the chance to receive a
$1,000 donation every two months.

How does this work?
We will provide our valued PLG customers
purchasing food and/or beverages at each of our
venues with the choice of who they would like to
support from two predetermined local charities or
not for profit organisations, along with The Alfred
Foundation our 2017 Pin & Win Charity Partner, by
placing their F&B receipt into one of the preselected
beneficiary boxes.

12 Month Duration

Date 2017/2018

Term 1

1 July to 31 August 2017

Term 2

1 September to 31 October 2017

Term 3

1 November to 31 December 2017

Term 4

1 January 2018 to 28 February 2018

Term 5

1 March 2018 to 30 April 2018

PLG Venue/MRC Donation Money Boxes

Term 6

1 May 2018 to 30 June 2018

Every cent counts...

The organisation with the most food or beverage
receipts at the end of the two month period will
receive (by attending a celebration evening at the
venue) a $1,000 donation to go towards their cause.

Thank you to all our venue patrons who
donated their loose change in our money
boxes. Your support has raised just under
$40,000 since the launch of the money boxes
in January 2016.

MRC FOUNDATION - 2017 ANNUAL REPORT
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Female Track Rider Scholarship

In September 2016, the MRC Foundation joined with Melbourne Polytechnic to commence a
Female Track Rider Scholarship programme funded by the MRC for students to participate
in the Certificate III in Racing (Trackrider).
The MRC Foundation is proud to be taking the lead in providing the racing industry with
accomplished and skilled female track riders. These scholarships have been designed with
an overarching view to improve the safety and skills of female track riders. Educational
training will be delivered by Melbourne Polytechnic at its Northern Lodge at Eden Park.
We especially thank former female jockey and mentor Talia Rodder for her continued
involvement in this scholarship.
To apply for a scholarship in 2017/2018 please contact:
Email: debbiejones@melbournepolytechnic.edu.au
Phone: 03 9269 1653

Best Ever
Easter Egg Hunt
Presented by Cadbury

This year’s Easter Egg Hunts at Caulfield
Racecourse and Mornington racecourse raised just
over $5,500 for our charity partner Camp Quality.
Camp Quality’s purpose is to create a better life
for every child living with cancer in Australia. They
are committed to delivering national programs that
build resilience and optimistic behaviours for all
children (0-13 years) living with cancer in Australia.
Camp Quality’s motto “Laughter is the best
medicine” certainly rang true on this day and lots
of fun was had by all.
Please join us for next year’s Easter Egg Hunt at
Caulfield racecourse on Saturday 31 March 2018
and Mornington Racecourse on Sunday 1 April
2018.
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National Jockeys Trust
The MRC Foundation proudly supports the
National Jockeys Trust (NJT). THE NJT is a
public charitable trust established in 2004 for
the purpose of providing financial support and
other benefits for jockeys (including apprentice
jockeys) and their families, especially where such
needs arise through serious injury, illness or death
of a jockey.

In 2016, the MRC Foundation partnered the
following NJT events in Victoria:

In the event of a race fall where a rider is seriously
injured, the National Jockeys Trust is on hand
immediately to help. The wheels are set in motion
to ensure the needs of the rider and their loved
ones are taken care of to assist with any worries
they may have. This help could be in the form
of travel, accommodation or assistance with
immediate financial difficulties.

• NJT20 Cricket Match in January 2017

• National Jockeys Trust Race Day at Caulfield
racecourse in July
• National Jockeys Trust Golf Day at Royal 		
Melbourne Golf Club in November

The MRC Foundation looks forward to continuing its
partnership with the NJT in the 2017/2018 season.

Total contribution in 2016/2017 from the MRC
Foundation to the National Jockeys Trust: $26,569

MRC FOUNDATION - 2017 ANNUAL REPORT
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Living Legends

Living Legends has been established to bring
retired champion racehorses back to the public.
Living Legends is home to some of Australia’s finest
retired champion racehorses including legendary
Melbourne Cup, Japan Cup, Caulfield Cup, Australia
Cup and Cox Plate winners.
Living Legends is a charitable organisation which
relies on private and corporate donations and
sponsorships. The MRC Foundation has proudly
supported Living Legends with horse appearances
at our major race days and a cash donation.
Visit the champion Living Legends racehorses in
their paddocks on daily guided tours at 11am and
2pm each day and rub noses with these legends of
the racing turf.
www.livinglegends.org.au.

Total contribution in 2016/2017 from the MRC
Foundation to Living Legends: $14,610
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MRC Foundation
Financial Details
Financial Highlights

$507,898

$73,830

$477,000

in Fundraising and Donations

in Government Grants

Contributed by MRC through PLG

(2016: $369,734)

(2016: $80,735)

(2016: $206,052)

Donations made to our key areas of support

$215,593

$33,075

$92,963

to partner charities and
other charitable organisations

to local community
organisations and schools

to fund racing industry
charitable initiatives

(2016: $101,821)

(2016: $500)

(2016: $14,018)

PRO-FORMA INCOME STATEMENT
(unaudited)

30 Jun’17
$

30 Jun’16
$

Revenue from fundraising activities

1,058,728

656,521

Employee, Event &
Administration expenses

(453,696)

(332,233)

Other expenses - Donations

(341,631)

(116,339)

Other expenses - Donations in Kind

(30,281)

(71,574)

Total expenses

(825,608)

(520,146)

Profit before income tax

233,120

136,375

Income tax expense

-

-

Profit for the year

233,120

136,375

The above represents the consolidated result of the MRC Foundation
and the MRC Foundation Ltd
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MRC Foundation
Gate 22, Station Street, Caulfield VIC 3145
Phone: 1300 46 7223
Email: mrcfoundation@mrc.net.au
Website: mrcfoundation.com.au
Twitter: @mrc_foundation

