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Introduction
Nau mai, haere mai
We are thrilled that you have joined the Operation
Refugee movement. As a faith-based organisation, we
invite you to reflect on what the Bible has to say about
social justice. God cares passionately about every
single human being. We encourage you to read the
Bible looking for new insights and inspiration for the
challenging work ahead of us.
Operation Refugee gives you a chance to stand
with refugees and give them the support they want
and need. This resource has been developed to use
both individually OR with a group, to deepen our
understanding of what it means to be a follower of
Christ. We encourage you to read the Scriptures and to
live in faith! We recommend these resources be used
while you are doing the Operation Refugee challenge.
This resource has been divided into three sections1. Session 1: Poverty
2. Session 2: Human Rights
3. Session 3: Refugees
Sessions have been designed to last 30 minutes and
can be completed separately or on an ongoing basis.
Each session begins with an opening prayer, followed
by Bible study, then a ‘think’ section that encourages
participants to delve deeper into the topic and a
‘do’ section that motivates participants to read and
watch useful resources. We hope that once you have
completed this Bible Study and Operation Refugee that
you feel challenged, refreshed and equipped to be a
beacon of light in our world.

Note for Bible Study leaders: Before undertaking any
activities on the topic of refugees, asylum, nationality and
migrants please take some time to think about the people
in your group. Are some of them refugees or migrants? If
possible, discuss the content of this Bible Study with them
first. You may like to ask them to share a story from their
own experience to deepen the group’s understanding.

Session 1: Poverty
Opening Prayer
Lord of wisdom,
We ask you to be with us in our discussion.
Guide our eyes to seek your truth.
Guide our voices to understand each other.
Guide our actions to do your work.
Guide our hearts to see through new eyes.
In Jesus’ name, āmene.

Study
What is poverty?
Poverty is a state or condition in which a person or
community lacks the financial resources and essentials
to participate in life. Poverty reduces quality of life
because people living with poverty struggle to meet
basic needs, including having limited access to food,
clothing, healthcare, education, shelter, and safety.
People affected by poverty may also lack social,
economic, political, or material income and resources.
It is not their fault. They are more likely to be living
in disaster prone areas, exploited by employers or
landlords, or die from disease, unsafe water or hunger.
The World Bank’s definition of people living in extreme
poverty measures those living on less than US$1.90
a day, but poverty is not just a low income – it is a
lack of access to services and essential goods.1 Of
the world’s 7.2 billion people, about 1.2 billion live in
extreme poverty and half of the world’s population
is considered moderately poor. The World Bank
estimates another 120 million people experienced
extreme poverty in 2020 and a further 30 million will
by the end of 2021. Poverty impacts all countries, but
the baseline of poverty is different. The International
Labour Organisation2 defines poverty in countries such
as Aotearoa New Zealand as, household income below
60 percent of the national median income.
1. Read more about the World Bank’s definition of poverty here: https://
www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview
2. Take a look at the International Labour Organisation website for more
info: https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/poverty/lang--en/index.htm

1

Operation Refugee

2021

How can poverty be eradicated?

Luke 4:17-19

Eradicating poverty requires action at all levels local, national, and international. It requires action by
individuals, families, communities, and countries, as
well as organisations.

[Jesus] When he stood up to read from the Scriptures,17
he was given the book of Isaiah the prophet.
He opened it and read, “The Lord’s Spirit has come to
me, because he has chosen me to tell the good news
to the poor.

An international example of a plan to eradicate poverty
can be found in the 17 United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). These arose from the
eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which
achieved some success. The SDGs3 are a universal
call to action to end poverty, protect the planet
and improve the lives and prospects of everyone,
everywhere. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development set out a 15-year plan to achieve the
Goals, beginning in 2016. The SDGs have a greater
focus on partnership and are more comprehensive,
addressing poverty, climate change, migration and the
environment. Importantly they have a strong vision to
“leave no one behind”.

What does the Bible say about poverty?
In Matthew 18, Jesus likens God’s love to the good
shepherd who leaves the 99 sheep to look for the
one that is lost. God does not want anyone to be left
behind. If even one person is missing or in danger,
there is work to be done. The Bible makes clear
our responsibility to help, to make sure all people
have the basics of life and are treated with dignity.
Jesus shows us how to care for people who have
been made poor and are oppressed. Reflect on the
following Bible verses.

Biblical texts about those who are
experiencing poverty:
Deuteronomy 26:6-9
The Egyptians were cruel and had no pity on us.
They mistreated our people and forced us into slavery.
We called out for help to you, the LORD God of
our ancestors.
You heard our cries, you knew we were in trouble
and abused.
Then you terrified the Egyptians with your mighty
miracles and rescued us from Egypt.
You brought us here and gave us this land rich with
milk and honey.

3. Learn more about the United Nations Sustainable Development goals
here: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/developmentagenda/

The Lord has sent me to announce freedom for
prisoners to give sight to the blind, to free everyone
who suffers, and to say, ‘This is the year the Lord has
chosen’.

Luke 6:20-21
Jesus looked at his disciples and said: God will bless
you people who are poor.
God’s kingdom belongs to you!
God will bless you hungry people.
You will have plenty to eat!
God will bless you people who are crying.
You will laugh!
James 2:5
My dear friends, pay attention. God has given a lot
of faith to the poor people in this world. God has also
promised them a share in the kingdom that God will
give to everyone who loves him.

Gospel Story: Jesus and the widow mite
You may have heard the story about the widow who
placed her last two copper coins into the Temple’s
offering box. Jesus witnessed the offering and describe
the greatness of her gift. She is praised for her faith
and her trust in God despite her poverty and hardship.
Her offering represents a greater proportion of wealth
than the larger gifts of others.
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It is helpful to read the two gospel accounts of this story
in tandem:
Mark 12:41-44:
“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings
were put and watched the crowd putting their money
into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in
large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two
very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. Calling
his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, this
poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the
others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of
her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.’
As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples
said to him, “Look, Teacher! What massive stones!
What magnificent buildings!” ‘Do you see all these
great buildings?’ replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will
be left on another; everyone will be thrown down.”
Luke 21:1-6:
“As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts
into the temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow put
in two very small copper coins. ‘Truly I tell you,’ he said,
‘this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All
these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she
out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.’
Some of his disciples were remarking about how the
temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts
dedicated to God. But Jesus said, ‘As for what you see
here, the time will come when not one stone will be left
on another; every one of them will be thrown down.’”

Experience
What happens in the story?
● Why do you think the widow gave her two coins?
● Why do you think the rich people gave money?
● What was Jesus teaching the disciples by telling
this story?
● It is obviously the first time the disciples visited the
temple. How did the disciples react? How did Jesus
respond to them?
● Is there anything new in this story that you have not
noticed before?

2021

Reflection
How does the story speak to us today?
● What are the main themes of the story?
● What truly motivates your giving?
● What are my two copper coins, and how do I give
them?

Think
1. What other Bible stories can you think of that show
someone helping people living with poverty?
2. Who are the people living with poverty in the Bible?
3. What does the Bible say about poverty?
4. What does the Bible say about our responsibility
to others, especially those who are living with
poverty?
5. How does poverty impact you – being poor myself,
knowing people who are, knowing who is poor
in Aotearoa New Zealand, being aware of global
poverty or people facing war and famine?
6. What is your church or group doing to help those
who are living in poverty?
7. What examples of poverty eradication do you know
of in your local community or at a national level?

Do
1. On poster paper, record what the Bible says about
poverty and what actions people can take to make
a difference. Share your ideas with whānau and
friends.
2. Perform a modern-day rendition of a Bible story
showing how we can stand with poor people. Film
it and host a movie night. You may like to use the
story of the widow we looked at today.
There are some great resources to deepen your
understanding about poverty outlined below.
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Go Deeper
Read Development as Freedom by Amartya Sen
Child poverty in New Zealand by Jonathan Boston and
Simon Chapple

Watch Girl Rising (2013)
Girl Rising is a global campaign for girls’ education
and empowerment. It follows the lives of 9 girls as they
change their life through education.

2021

Article 1. All human beings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and
conscience and should act towards one another in a
spirit of brotherhood.
Article 2. Everyone is entitled to all the rights and
freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion, national
or social origin, property, birth or other status.
Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis
of the political, jurisdictional or international status of
the country or territory to which a person belongs,
whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or
under any other limitation of sovereignty.

What does the Bible say about
human rights?

Session 2: Human Rights
Opening prayer
Almighty and merciful Lord,
Make us aware about our responsibility to care for the
human rights of all people.
Provide us with courage to speak out when we see
injustice in our world.
Give us strength to stand with those who have their
freedoms denied.
Offer us hope to support the oppressed and stand
together.
In Jesus’ name, āmene.

Study
What are human rights?
The 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights4
(UDHR) was formulated in the aftermath of World War
Two in response to the atrocities that were committed
and is the foundation for subsequent international
agreements. The Declaration consists of 30 articles
affirming an individual’s rights. The first two articles are
outlined below.

The Declaration offers a universally recognised secular
foundation for asserting the fundamental equality of all
human beings. As Christians, the concept of human
rights is familiar, because we know God’s care and
concern for everyone.
Galatians 3:28
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave
nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all
one in Christ Jesus.
Proverbs 31:8-9
Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all who
are destitute. Open your mouth, judge righteously,
defend the rights of the poor and needy.
Micah 6:8
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does
the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
Genesis 1:26-27
God said, “Now we will make humans, and they will be
like us. We will let them rule the fish, the birds, and all
other living creatures. “So God created humans to be
like Godself; God made men and women.
Psalm 82:3

4. Read all 30 articles of the Declaration of Human Rights here:
https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/

Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the
right of the afflicted and the destitute.
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Look in your Bible and see what it says in the following verses:

Exodus 20:13

Exodus 20:15

Exodus 21:16

Leviticus 19:34

Deuteronomy 22:25-27

Deuteronomy 6:7

Matthew 5:22

John 2:11-12

Exodus 20:13

To not be murdered

Exodus 20:15

To not be robbed

Exodus 21:16

To not be kidnapped or enslaved

Leviticus 19:34

To not be prevented from entering a land that is safe

Deuteronomy 22:25-27

To not be raped

Deuteronomy 6:7

To learn about God

Matthew 5:22

To not be insulted

John 2:11-12

To not be access to a place to worship God

2021
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Think
Reflection
1. Why are human rights important?
2. Are all human rights equal?
3. Which human right do you think is the most
important? Discuss with your group.
4. What human rights can you find in the Bible? Have
a discussion in your group about any that you
identify in one place and not the other. Look out for
some that may be worded differently or are shown
through story or parable.
5. What connections can you find between the Bible
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?

Session 3: Refugees
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Opening prayer
Almighty and compassionate Lord,
As we learn about refugees, open our hearts and
minds to not simply think of refugees as numbers but
as mothers, fathers, sons, daughters, children of Christ.
Let us pray for all the lives lost.
Let us hold hope for the sick and hungry.
Let us consider the lost homes and livelihoods.
May your love surround them, and our hearts
connect with them.
In Jesus’ name, āmene.

Do

Study

Decide on a human rights issue that is important to
the group. Do some research. Is it a local, national
or international issue? What human right is being
impacted? For example, homelessness in your
community. You could write a letter to the Editor of
your local newspaper or to an elected official about the
right to shelter. Or you could organise a display in your
church or a community facility to engage others.

When you hear or read the word ‘refugee’, what do
you think? And what do you feel? Have you ever met
a refugee or former refugee? Share your experiences
in the group or take a moment of quiet reflection. If
someone in your group has been a refugee, maybe
they might be willing to share their story.

Go Deeper
ReadThe Courage of Strangers by Jeri Laber
The Evolution of International Human Rights by Paul
Gordon Lauren

WatchOn Her Shoulders (2018)
This Sundance Film Festival US Documentary Director
Award-winning film by Alexandria Bombach is the
story of Nadia Murad, a young Yazidi woman who is
abducted and held in Mosul, Iraq by ISIS terrorists
5 Broken Cameras (2012)
This 2012 documentary about life in a Palestinian
village on the West Bank is told from the perspective
of father-of-four Emad, who initially bought his first
camera for shooting home movies
.
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The world is witnessing the highest levels of
displacement on record. An unprecedented 82.4 million
people around the world had been forced from their
home by conflict and persecution and registered with
the UN by the end of 2020. Among them are 26.4
million refugees, around half of whom are under the
age of 18.

What does the Bible say about refugees?
Depending on your Bible translation; aliens, sojourners,
strangers and refugees are mentioned in the Scriptures
over 100 times! The Bible offers many stories of people
offering hospitality and welcoming the stranger. In
Deuteronomy alone, we are to…
10:19 Love the foreigner
14:29 Use tithes to bless the foreigners
16:11 Invite foreigners to special occasions
31:12 Assemble with foreigners to listen to God’s word
24:19 Take care of the physical needs of foreigners
5. Learn more about these definitions: https://www.unhcr.org/internallydisplaced-people.html#:~:text=Internally%20Displaced%20
People,a%20border%20to%20find%20safety.&text=IDPs%20
stay%20within%20their%20own,the%20reason%20for%20
their%20displacement. and here: https://www.unhcr.org/news/
latest/2016/7/55df0e556/unhcr-viewpoint-refugee-migrant-right.html
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What is the definition for refugees,
migrants and internally displaced
persons?
Refugees are people who have fled war, violence,
conflict or persecution and have crossed an
international border to find safety in another country.
Refugees are defined and protected in international
law such as the 1951 refugee Convention.
Migrants choose to move not because of a direct
threat of persecution or death, but mainly to improve
their lives by finding work, or in some cases for
education, family reunion, or other reasons. Unlike
refugees who cannot safely return home, migrants
face no such impediment to return. If they choose to
return home, they should receive the protection of
their government.
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are persons
or groups of persons who have been forced or
obliged to flee or to leave their homes or places of
habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in
order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations
of generalized violence, violations of human rights or
natural or human-made disasters, and who have not
crossed an internationally recognized state border.

2021

Moreover, when we explore which of God’s
commandments is the most important, it is clear in
Mark 12:29-31 that we should love thy neighbour:
“The most important one”, answered Jesus, “is
this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord
is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength.’ The second is this:
‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no
commandment greater than these.”
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Look in your Bible and see what it says in the following verses:

Exodus 22:21

Leviticus 19:33-34

Numbers 35

Deuteronomy 27:19

Luke 24:28-3

Luke 10:38-42

Romans 12:13

Ephesians 2:11-22

Hebrews 13:1-2

Exodus 22:21

Remember to treat foreigners well

Leviticus 19:33-34

The alien who resides with you is as the citizen

Numbers 35

Cities of refuge

Deuteronomy 27:19

Curse those who deny hospitality

Luke 24:28-3

Jesus as a guest of the disciples on the Emmaus road

Luke 10:38-42

Jesus as a guest of Mary and Martha

Romans 12:13

Practice hospitality

Ephesians 2:11-22

No longer are we strangers and sojourners

Hebrews 13:1-2

Those who have welcomed strangers have discovered angels

2021
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Think
Reflection
1. In the Bible, strangers are often mentioned in the
same lists as widows and orphans. Why do you think
this is?
2. Can you think of some stories about strangers in the
Bible?
3. Reflect on the following Scripture and discuss why
it is frequently used to remind us of the need to
offer hospitality and support to displaced people
and refugees: Matthew 25:34-36 Then the king will
say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world; for I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in
prison and you visited me.
4. What does the Bible say about how we should treat
the stranger?
5. How can we welcome new people into our
community?

Assef’s Story
In Jordan, refugees are helping
newer refugees create new lives.
Young refugees like Assef are
leading the way.
“I am loyal and committed to the place that gave me
all the success: DSPR. I help the team there with all
activities related to children and through youth forums
that are conducted there to give training courses on
smart phone programming, how to best utilise mobile
applications, robots manufacturing, and on IT.”
Seventeen-year-old Assef has spent his whole life in
the Al Husn Refugee Camp. His parents fled Palestine
during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. They cannot return
without a robust peace agreement with Israel.

2021

people closer to their homes? You have been granted
a 15-minute appointment with the Prime Minister and
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade to discuss
migrants and refugees. What message would you like to
give them?
If you want to take it a step further, contact them and let
them know your thoughts.

Do
Host an Operation Refugee banquet for you whānau
and friends. Tell Assef’s story. Discuss the importance of
helping refugees.

Go Deeper
Watch
Born in Syria (2016)
This documentary follows the journey of 7 Syrian refugee
children in Europe. It follows the children before, during
and after the conflict.
First they Killed my Father (2017)
Inspired by a book with the same title, written by activist
Loung Ung, the movie tackles the issue of forced
displacement, child encampment and Internally Displaced
People (IDPs)

Read
We are Displaced by Malala Yousafzai (2019)
Radio New Zealand has some excellent stories from
young former refugees, for example Shreejana from
Bhutan, available to read or as podcasts.
City of Thorns: Nine Lives in the World’s Largest Refugee
Camp by Ben Rawlence (2016)

Facts about refugees in
Aotearoa New Zealand:
New Zealand has increased the number of refugees it will
resettle each year to 1,500.

Who can come to NZ as a refugee?

Do
Every year Aotearoa New Zealand resettles a quota
of refugees. People can seek asylum, but this is a
difficult process. Would you make any changes to
current policy or legislation? Could New Zealand
accept more refugees? Do you think New Zealand
could give more aid to help refugees and displaced

Refugees arrive in New Zealand in 3 ways:
Through the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR)
resettlement programme.
As convention refugees — people who have fled from
their own country because they fear persecution or harm.
Family members joining refugees already living here.
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Thanks to the Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees in Jordan
and Lebanon for stories and images.
Thanks to Paul Jeffrey, ACT Alliance (Action by Churches Together) for images.
Thanks to Felicity Jansonius and Kathlene Soo for being part of the DSPR Jordan and DSPR Lebanon
Operation Refugee Team.
Thanks to Felicity Jansonius for writing the Bible Study.

“Thanks for your act of kindness. We will always cherish it in our hearts.
Thank you for your support and being part of Operation Refugee and
raising funds to support us. In today’s world, where there is no help or
thought for refugees, you went out of the way for us. God bless you.”
A Syrian refugee living in Jordan

www.cwsoperationrefugee.nz

www.cws.org.nz
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