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Study Series 
Follow Me: Week Four PM 
The ethic of love: Brett Robinson 

What is the Law?: Insert on page 4 

Bible 
Matthew 22:34-40 (NIV) 

The Greatest Commandment 
34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the 
Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  
35 One of them, an expert in the law, 
tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, 
which is the greatest commandment in the 
Law?” 

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first 
and greatest commandment. 39 And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.”  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Sermon Summary 
If there is one thing that people know about Jesus it is His ethic of love. In Matthew 
22:37-40, Jesus summarises the whole law of God in two statements: love God and love 
others. This sums up everything else that might be said in the law (of course, Jesus doesn’t 
abolish the law, only summarises it). And yet, in a day and age when we  are redefining 
what love means we can end up with a reduced ethic in which loving God is trying to be 
open to the universe, appreciating and caring for nature, and love for others is reduced to 
being kind to other people. However, when we actually have a look at what Jesus taught 
and did we see a very different standard. His teaching on love of others includes the 
parable of the good Samaritan where love for others is not just kindness, but over the top 
kindness to those who are predisposed to dislike us. Jesus states, elsewhere, that we are 
to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. Even these two aspects of His 
teaching set an almost impossible standard. 

His behaviour does the same. In His call of Matthew, a tax collector, in His interaction with 
the Samaritan woman at the well, in His engagement with the woman caught in adultery, 
in His mercy shown to the thief on the cross, and in His cry to his Father to forgive those 
who are killing Him, we see what sort of love we are called to. 

This is a high standard and one that begins in the first command; to love God. While there 
are many ways we can foster our relationship with God (e.g., prayer, reading the Bible, 
meditation, worship, etc.) the central discipline is to submit our will to God’s as Jesus did in 
the Garden of Gethsemane. When we do this we allow the Holy Spirit to coach and 
inspire us to live for God and not ourselves. The degree to which we are surrendered to 
the will of God is a good barometer of our ability to love others. When we struggle to love 
others it may be that we have sought, again, to control our lives. We are designed to love 
God and when we do we are enabled to love others. 

Loving those who are unlovable or who have hurt us is not easy. We may not be able to 
condone what others do or remove the consequences of what has been done, but loving 
God first will set us on the path to be able to learn to forgive and to love. 
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Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time over them, and don’t 
feel in a rush to finish them. The objective of a group discussion is to engage in meaningful 
conversation around a Biblical idea, invite the Holy Spirit to lead your time of reflection. 

Have a go at question 1 before reading the passage. 

1. Opening Discussion: Describe a time where you have had to choose to love, like or care 
for someone difficult to love. What was the cost to you? Share your reflections with  
the group. 

2. Read Matthew 22:34-40 aloud. As you read, or hear it read, notice if there are words or 
phrases that seemed to stand out. What are they? (Try to resist the urge to explain 
why they stood out – this is about creating space for often familiar passages to say 
something new to us, allowing God to show you something). Invite the Holy Spirit to 
lead you to a word or phrase, take time, and share what you’ve been lead to. 

3. What does it mean to love God with our hearts, our souls and our minds? How does 
loving God in each of these ways contribute to a whole picture of Loving God? 

4. Brett mentioned a number of stories where Jesus’ teaching or actions expressed His 
love for His enemies. Which story resonated most with you, and how does it shape 
your own practice? (Matt 9:9-13, John 4:1-26, John 8:2-11, Luke 23:39-43, Luke 23:34.) 

5. How does loving God first shape our love of others? What are the implications of 
loving others first, before God? 

6. Our ‘neighbours’ come in many forms, from those we get on well with easily, to those 
who cause us significant aggravation or even harm. Loving those we don’t agree with, 
or worse, who have harmed us, can be very challenging, but what emotions, thoughts 
and feelings lie behind our struggle with loving these difficult neighbours?  

Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each other, and in particular, consider each other’s responses 
to question 6. Invite the Holy Spirit to lead you towards forgiveness, wholeness, and God’s 
heart for our ‘difficult neighbours.’ For a situation you are facing, one evening of prayer 
may not be enough, but asking God to help us to take the next step is still important and 
valuable. You may find it helpful to split into 2s or 3s during this time. 
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What is the Law? 
This series, and indeed, Matthew’s gospel, continually invite us to reflect on the Law. The 
following insert is designed to briefly help us engage with what that term describes.  

The relationship of Christians with the Law in the Old Testament is often a little strained. 
The central issue is application. Why is it that some laws are regarded as permanently 
valid while others have been set aside? And what do we do with those sections of the 
Law that really have been superseded? Some of these questions are relatively simple. 
The sacrificial regulations, for instance, have been superseded by the sacrifice of Jesus. 
More difficult are those aspects of the Law that Jesus radically reinterpreted such as the 
clean and unclean food laws. And more difficult still are those that seem to have been set 
aside by social change such as the Sabbath regulations. 

The Law, as a whole, was meant to describe what a relationship with God looked like. 
This had implications for every aspect of life; there was nothing that was exempt. This is 
demonstrated in Leviticus 19, for instance, where regulations about worship are included 
alongside regulations about agriculture and horticulture, sexuality, the treatment of the 
elderly, business practices, and even fashion (e.g., hair cuts, garments, and tattoos). This 
has not changed. Every single area of our lives should be impacted by our relationship 
with God, and the Law continues to provide a contextual portrait of what this looks like. 
What we mean by a contextual portrait, is that the Law was set in the ancient near east 
and would have made a lot more sense then than it often does today. The principles, 
however, are clear. For example, the regulations about what to do with a bull that gores 
someone may not have a one-to-one relationship to anything we experience, but the 
principle of responsibility is one that we can grapple with. 

The other aspect of the Law that is important to note is that it was given in order that it 
might not be necessary. If the Law had been internalised by the people of Israel the Law 
would have ceased to be necessary. Law-less living – where the Law wasn’t necessary – 
is the aim of the Law. This is what Jesus has come to make possible for us; that through 
His Spirit we might be changed into people who no longer need the Law but who live out 
our relationship with God as second nature. 

The question about applying the Law to today then, has a couple of answers to it. First, 
what is the principle that the regulations illustrate and how can we apply that. Second, 
what difference does Jesus make to how we understand the regulations? Jesus affirms 
what we might call the spirit of the Law; the essence of what relationship with God looks 
like and this can take a very different shape than in the Old Testament. One example of 
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this are the regulations about tithing. In the Old Testament the people of God were to give 
a tenth (and maybe more depending on how you read the regulations) to the Lord. In the 
New Testament Jesus affirms the principle of giving but without reference to the tithe. It 
seems that Jesus sets us free to be generous rather than contained, limited, or burdened 
by the tithe. Generosity is a much higher standard that fulfils the Law. This may also be 
where the Sabbath needs to be considered. The principle of rest is an important one and 
one that we are not very good at keeping, but Jesus reminds us that the Sabbath was 
made for humanity, rather than the other way around. We need rest because of how we 
have been created, but how we observe this is another matter and, like generosity, is a 
harder one to apply than a observing a sacred day. 

This is not a simple issue, but one that is good to grapple with and we hope this clarifies 
some of what we are dealing with when we engage with the Law.
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