
Gymea Baptist Church: Resource www.gymeabaptist.org.au

STUDY SERIES 
Week Three: Moses’ flight - Marc Rader 

Bible 
Exodus 2:11-25 (NIV) Moses Flees to Midian. 
11 One day, after Moses had grown 
up, he went out to where his own 
people were and watched them at 
their hard labor. He saw an 
Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of 
his own people. 12 Looking this way 
and that and seeing no one, he killed 
the Egyptian and hid him in the 
sand. 13 The next day he went out 
and saw two Hebrews fighting. He 
asked the one in the wrong, “Why 
are you hitting your fellow 
Hebrew?” 
14 The man said, “Who made you 
ruler and judge over us? Are you 

thinking of killing me as you killed 
the Egyptian?” Then Moses was 
afraid and thought, “What I did 
must have become known.” 
15 When Pharaoh heard of this, he 
tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled 
from Pharaoh and went to live in 
Midian, where he sat down by a 
well. 16 Now a priest of Midian had 
seven daughters, and they came to 
draw water and fill the troughs to 
water their father’s flock. 17 Some 
shepherds came along and drove 
them away, but Moses got up and 
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came to their rescue and watered 
their flock. 
18 When the girls returned to Reuel 
their father, he asked them, “Why 
have you returned so early today?” 
19 They answered, “An Egyptian 
rescued us from the shepherds. He 
even drew water for us and watered 
the flock.” 
20 “And where is he?” Reuel asked 
his daughters. “Why did you leave 
him? Invite him to have something to 
eat.” 
21 Moses agreed to stay with the 
man, who gave his daughter 

Zipporah to Moses in marriage.  
22 Zipporah gave birth to a son, and 
Moses named him Gershom, saying, 
“I have become a foreigner in a 
foreign land.” 
23 During that long period, the king of 
Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in 
their slavery and cried out, and their 
cry for help because of their slavery 
went up to God. 24 God heard their 
groaning and he remembered his 
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac 
and with Jacob. 25 So God looked on 
the Israelites and was concerned 
about them. 

Sermon Outline 
Between the remarkable events of Moses’ infancy (2:1-10) and his call by God 
at the burning bush in the next chapter, eighty years pass (Acts 7:23, 30). We 
are provided with only scant details of Moses’ life in these eighty years 
dominated by these three episodes, in 2:11-25, that took place over only a few 
days. From the perspective of the story they serve to position Moses in the 
wilderness, as well as inform us about his family.  

The three episodes are strange. In each of them Moses seems to be engaged 
in actions that are broadly in line with God’s promises and character and yet, 
nothing of consequence comes from them. In the first, after seeing an 
Egyptian beating one of his own people, Moses murders the offender. This 
murder is odd. Not only is it not mentioned again, but it foreshadows the 
exodus of Israel in which many Egyptians die and the people are forced to 

Copyright: Gymea Baptist Church - 2019  2



Gymea Baptist Church: Resource www.gymeabaptist.org.au

leave Egypt just as Moses does. It is, however, an act that accomplishes 
nothing. There is no freedom. There is no less oppression. There is no plan, 
and no revolution has begun.  

The next day Moses sees two of his own people fighting. His attempt to 
separate them and to bring justice and reconciliation is rejected by the two of 
them and his authority to even make the attempt is questioned. We get the 
distinct sense that they went on fighting even as Moses decides to flee. 

Just a few days later, or however long it would have taken to get to the 
wilderness of Midian, Moses rescues seven shepherd sisters who are 
suffering systemic bullying. What’s his reward for this act of kindness to 
these powerless women? To be left at the well and misrepresented as an 
Egyptian. He is, of course, eventually invited to their home and is married to 
one of them, Zipporah, with whom he has a son, Gershom. 

And that’s it. Moses’ attempts to bring an end to oppression, or to bring 
justice, or to rescue those who could not rescue themselves, all actions in line 
with the promises and character of God, result in next to nothing. Why is this 
the case? 

There may be a clue in how the text opens and closes. In the opening verses 
Moses “sees” (five times in verses 11-13) and acts, leading to nothing much 
happening. In verse 25 God “sees” and, in the next chapter, begins to act. And 
it is when God acts, that Moses’s actions begin to have an effect. Could it be 
that Moses’ timing – when he did the good things he did – was off? Could this 
be why, as I read this text, I had a hard time seeing God’s fingerprints at all 
(unlike the story of Moses’ birth and infancy)?  

When we act out of passion or in the face of need alone, but without God, 
the impact of our actions is limited. When, however, we act in God’s timing 
the impact is multiplied and amplified. The invitation of this passage is: to 
attune our hearts ever more closely to the activity of God, so that when we 
step out in faith, we are more likely to act with God, rather than in our own 
strength. 
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Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time, and 
don’t feel in a rush to finish them. Often we can get lost in Bible study, missing 
God’s invitation to be shaped by what we read. The objective here is to 
engage in a conversation around a Biblical idea, and begin to consider its 
implications for our everyday lives. Where God might be inviting us to act. 
Take some time to pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead your time. 

1. Opening Discussion: When faced with new opportunities, or crisis 
situations, where does your natural tendency to respond fit on the 
following spectrum? Where 1 is the tendency towards inactivity and over 
caution, and 10 is the tendency towards a hurried, under-considered 
response. What has influenced your tendency? Share your reflections. 

2. Read Exodus 2:1-25 together aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit to open your eyes 
and ears as you read the passage. What stands out to you? What don’t 
you understand? What is God inviting you to do? What might you share 
with someone else? - Share your thoughts with the group, commit to 
exploring God’s invitation to you, and resist the urge to provide answers to 
all the questions others might have. 

3. What about Moses’ actions in these three incidents, appears to be in line 
with God’s plan to restore all things? Where do his actions, or their timing, 
seem to contradict that?  

4. Have you ever done the right thing but at the wrong time; minimising the 
impact of your actions? 

5. Have you done the right thing at the right time; maximising its impact?  

6. Perhaps unsurprisingly, taking time to observe where we see God at 
work, cultivates our ability to see God working! But how else might we 
develop greater sensitivity to the leading of the Holy Spirit in how and 
when to act in particular situations? 
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Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each others’ answers to question 6. Invite the 
Holy Spirit to develop your sensitivity to God’s work and His timing. Ask God 
to lead you to increasingly join in with aspects of His mission, at the moment 
it will be most effective.
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