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STUDY SERIES 
Week Two: The Hidden Hand of God - Marc Rader 

Bible 
Exodus 2:1-10 (NIV) The Birth of Moses. 
1 Now a man of the tribe of Levi 
married a Levite woman, 2 and she 
became pregnant and gave birth to 
a son. When she saw that he was a 
fine child, she hid him for three 
months. 3 But when she could hide 
him no longer, she got a papyrus 
basket for him and coated it with tar 
and pitch. Then she placed the child 
in it and put it among the reeds 
along the bank of the Nile. 4 His 
sister stood at a distance to see 
what would happen to him. 
5 Then Pharaoh’s daughter went 
down to the Nile to bathe, and her 

attendants were walking along the 
riverbank. She saw the basket 
among the reeds and sent her 
female slave to get it. 6 She opened 
it and saw the baby. He was crying, 
and she felt sorry for him. “This is 
one of the Hebrew babies,” she said. 
7 Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s 
daughter, “Shall I go and get one of 
the Hebrew women to nurse the 
baby for you?” 
8 “Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl 
went and got the baby’s mother.  
9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 
“Take this baby and nurse him for 
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me, and I will pay you.” So the 
woman took the baby and nursed 
him. 10 When the child grew older, 

she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter 
and he became her son. She named 
him Moses, saying, “I drew him out 
of the water.”  

Sermon Outline 
The narrator of Exodus has thrust us right into the action, but has done so 
with an assumption that we are aware of the promises of God that drive the 
narrative forward. For instance, in 1:7 when he reports that the people of 
Israel have multiplied and filled the land he doesn’t add “in fulfilment of the 
promise of God to Abraham”; he expects us to know. This is also true of the 
blessing that comes to the midwives. These Egyptian women (the midwives 
to the Hebrews) are blessed because they bless Abraham’s descendants 
(and because they fear God more than Pharaoh) and as a foreshadowing of 
the blessing to the nations.  

So while the activity of God isn’t explicitly noted (apart from 1:20) we should 
be on the look out for God’s hand anyway. This is particularly important in 
2:1-10, our text for this week, where God is not mentioned at all but His 
fingerprints are all over the story if we look with faith. Let’s have a quick look 
at where God may be at work in this story. 

In the face of Pharaoh’s program of ethnic cleansing, the birth of a baby boy 
to the young couple from Levi would have been less than ideal. The mother 
of the baby, perhaps quite naturally, hides the child as long as she can; three 
months. The reason that the narrator gives is that she saw that he was a 
“fine” child. This Hebrew term can also be translated as “beautiful”, but is 
also the word used in Genesis 1 when God declared the work of creation 
“good”. In that context the work of creation was apt and fit for the task; a 
perfect fit of form and function. Perhaps the narrator is giving us a clue that 
this is no ordinary birth? The literary equivalent of a wink and a nod? 
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Even if he isn’t intending anything from the use of this term we suspect that 
there may be more to the papyrus basket, since that term can be translated 
as “ark” - as in Noah’s ark; the large boat, covered in pitch, that led to 
salvation. We should certainly be paying attention to what happens to this 
baby boy as he is set adrift on the Nile in his ark. 

This was, it seems, the ancient equivalent of leaving a baby on the doorstep. 
The Nile would have been a busy place with many women coming and going 
for water, washing, etc. and the hope was that one of them would find the 
boy and be able to care for him. So it is with some distress that we hear that 
Pharaoh’s daughter is the one to find the ark. This is not good. Of all the 
Egyptians we would expect to share Pharaoh’s fear and dread of the 
Israelites and who would understand his plan to keep them from multiplying 
Pharaoh’s own family would be at the head of that list. 

We are, then, as surprised as the baby’s sister (who has been watching to 
see what would happen) when Pharaoh’s daughter, instead of throwing the 
baby into the river, has compassion on him. Now, it’s true that a crying baby 
will tug on the heartstrings of the hardest heart, but this is still a stunning turn 
of events. Given the theme of God’s strengthening of Pharaoh’s heart later in 
the text, we are right to wonder if God hasn’t been at work changing her 
heart? 

Likewise, it is worth wondering if Miriam's (the baby’s sister) quick thinking 
isn’t inspired by God. The immediate jump to recognise that the baby wasn’t 
just safe, but was about to be adopted, and to ask if she would like a wet-
nurse for the baby is genius-level quick thinking. Maybe Miriam was just 
really bright, but maybe, just maybe, there was a moment’s prompting from 
the Holy Spirit?  

The story wraps up in delightful irony. The boy’s mother is paid by Pharaoh’s 
court to raise the boy who should have been killed and then he is taken into 
Pharaoh’s court where we assume he was educated by the best Egypt could 
offer. The man who would rescue Israel and leave the country in ruins (albeit 
through the power of God) is raised by Pharaoh! 
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And while God is not mentioned once, we see evidence of His activity 
throughout this story don’t we? The question becomes, what is the invitation 
for each of us? I believe that the invitation is quite simple, but incredibly 
profound. It is this: If God is at work even when we can’t see him, we are 
invited to act like He is already at work. Keep in mind that this story is 
compressed by the narrator and it is more than a delightfully ironic story, it is 
one that takes place in the context of oppression and death. We are not, for 
instance, told about the tears that were cried as they found out that their 
baby was a boy or the fear and tension of trying to keep the child’s birth 
hidden, or the schemes that were hatched and discarded, or the breaking 
heart that placed the basket in the water. There are no angels, prophecies, or 
dreams to let her know that God was at work, she had to act courageously 
by faith.  

Sometimes, we want absolute certainty that God is at work before we step 
out in faith – which kind of defeats the purpose of faith! But is God is at work 
in our lives and in the world even when our doubt, fear, and worry blinds us to 
it, then we can act with the courage inspired by faith. This is a simple, but 
incredibly challenging invitation but one that is modelled by Moses birth-
mother in this story. What would you attempt for God this week if you knew, 
with absolute certainty that God had already been at work? 

Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time over 
them, and don’t feel in a rush to finish them. The objective here is to engage in 
a conversation around a Biblical idea, and begin to consider its implications 
for our everyday lives. To receive God’s invitation to act. Take some time to 
pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead your time. 
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1. Opening Discussion: Have you ever experienced a significant moment of 
relief from nervous tension or anxiety, when a situation has not turned out 
as bad as you expected?  Considering that situation, what factors might 
have contributed to your initial anxiety, and did the actual outcome 
change how you have subsequently felt about similar situations? Share 
your reflections with the group. 

2. Read Exodus 2:1-10 together aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit to open your eyes 
and ears as you read the passage. What stands out to you? What don’t 
you understand? What is God inviting you to do? Share your thoughts 
with the group, commit to exploring God’s invitation to you, and resist the 
urge to find or provide answers to all the questions you might have. 

3. Marc mentioned a number of ways God might have been at work in this 
story. Do you observe any others? (Try not to think about right and wrong 
answers here, the aim is to train ourselves to observe God’s work.)  

4. Consider a time you’ve become aware of God’s ‘pre-activity’ in your life or 
the life of someone else? When was He at work long before you 
recognised it? Share your thoughts with the group. 

5. Take a moment to reflect on current circumstances in your life or the life of 
someone close to you. Where could God be at work that you might have 
missed up until this point? If you are unsure, you might want to share the 
situation with the group, and invite others to help you notice what God 
might be doing.  

6. What would you attempt for God if you knew He was already at work? 

Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each others’ answers to questions 5 and 6. Invite 
the Holy Spirit to help you observe God’s work in your life and the lives of 
others, and to give you the courage to step into that this week.
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