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STUDY SERIES 
Week One: The Story So Far - Marc Rader 

Bible 
Exodus 1:1-14 (NIV) The Israelites Oppressed. 
1 These are the names of the sons of 
Israel who went to Egypt with 
Jacob, each with his family:  
2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah;  
3 Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin;  
4 Dan and Naphtali; Gad and Asher. 
5 The descendants of Jacob 
numbered seventy in all; Joseph 
was already in Egypt. 
6 Now Joseph and all his brothers 
and all that generation died, 7 but 
the Israelites were exceedingly 
fruitful; they multiplied greatly, 
increased in numbers and became 
so numerous that the land was filled 

with them. 
8 Then a new king, to whom Joseph 
meant nothing, came to power in 
Egypt. 9 “Look,” he said to his people, 
“the Israelites have become far too 
numerous for us. 10 Come, we must 
deal shrewdly with them or they will 
become even more numerous and, if 
war breaks out, will join our enemies, 
fight against us and leave the 
country.” 
11 So they put slave masters over 
them to oppress them with forced 
labor, and they built Pithom and 
Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. 
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12 But the more they were oppressed, 
the more they multiplied and spread; 
so the Egyptians came to dread the 
Israelites 13 and worked them 
ruthlessly. 14 They made their lives 

bitter with harsh labor in brick and 
mortar and with all kinds of work in 
the fields; in all their harsh labor the 
Egyptians worked them ruthlessly.  

Sermon Outline 
The opening verses of Exodus set the context and establish the tension that 
will drive the narrative. In short, the descendants of Jacob have become a 
great nation while residing in Egypt but have become oppressed by Pharaoh. 
The initial drama of Exodus revolves around their oppression and the Lord’s 
rescue of them from Pharaoh’s power. However, the wider context of Exodus 
draws our attention back to the beginning. 

The narrator assumes that we know who the sons of Jacob are, who Joseph 
is, why he was in Egypt, why the family joined him, and why Joseph was such 
a big deal. As characters they play an important role in the narrative, but 
more importantly, they are representatives of the partial fulfilment of the 
promises of God which started the whole story way back in Genesis 12. In 
that text God calls a man named Abram (his name is changed to Abraham 
later on) and makes three promises to him: to make his descendants into a 
great nation, to give that nation the land of Canaan, and to bless him to such 
a degree that the blessing would spill over to the nations. 

The story that follows is full of delays, brokenness, and famines. The most 
obvious delay is the twenty-five years it takes before Abram and Sarai give 
birth to their first son, Isaac. We don’t have time to explore the rest, but 
perhaps one example will suffice. Abram has his own “mini-Exodus” in 
Genesis 12:10-20. Due to a famine, Abram leaves the land and goes down to 
Egypt (just as Jacob and his family would at the end of Genesis). While he is 
there, out of fear (and a lack of trust in God’s promises to bless him) he tells 
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his wife Sarai to say that they are brother and sister so that he won’t be killed 
by the Egyptians. This lie does indeed protect Abram but Sarai is taken into 
Pharaoh’s household. This “oppression” parallels what happens to the 
Israelites in Exodus as does what follows. In this case, though Pharaoh is 
innocent, the Lord inflicts serious diseases on Pharaoh and his household. 
We’re not told how Pharaoh figures out what the problem is, but when he 
does he gives Abram back his wife, orders his men not to harm him, and 
sends him away with all the gifts he had given him on behalf of his wife in the 
first place. Fear, deception, and – against all odds – blessing. 

The story of Joseph is another example of brokenness (just read the stories of 
Jacob’s family in Genesis 29:31-30:24) and famine and – against all odds – 
blessing. In the midst of slavery and imprisonment the blessing of God is 
poured out on Joseph until it spills over and blesses all the nations of the 
region who all benefit from his planning prior to the seven year famine. 

The brokenness, famines (in which the patriarchs end up farther away from 
the promised land), oppression, and delays are the context in which God’s 
promises are fulfilled. As Exodus opens we see that God has been faithful – 
in the midst of oppression and delay – to at least one of his promises: to make 
them a nation (Exodus 1:7). And these partial fulfillments, including the 
blessing that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph experienced, helped the 
people of Israel maintain their trust in the yet-to-be-fulfilled promises. 

And the story of Exodus formed another part of their faith-strengthening 
exercises. To recall the grand old story and the ways in which the Lord had 
been faithful helped maintain their faith in the promises. And the promises 
are spine-tingling, destiny-altering, universally applicable promises. They are 
worth trusting in even if they are difficult. When we are tempted to lose faith 
in the promises of God to renew all things in Christ our faith can be refreshed 
by looking for the partial fulfillments and by telling the stories of God’s 
salvation, compassion, and love again and again. 

There’s a reason why the exodus forms the most important story in the Old 
Testament; repeated, echoed, and reinterpreted again and again. And it’s not 

Copyright: Gymea Baptist Church - 2019  3



Gymea Baptist Church: Resource www.gymeabaptist.org.au

just Israel’s story, it is ours too. For on the night He was betrayed Jesus took 
the bread of the Passover meal – a memorial to God’s salvation from Egypt – 
and reinterpreted it as pointing to His life, death, and resurrection.  

This is our story and is one designed to remind us of God’s promises and of 
His faithfulness to them. 

Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time over 
them, and don’t feel in a rush to finish them. The objective here is to engage in 
a conversation around a Biblical idea, and begin to consider its implications 
for our everyday lives. Take some time to pray and invite the Holy Spirit to 
lead your time. 

1. Opening Discussion: Where in our world do you observe a delay between 
a promise being made, or a goal set, and that goal or promise being 
realised or fulfilled? You might like to think about a long term work goal, a 
commitment you might make as part of a sports team towards winning a 
league, or the promise of a loved one to return from a trip. What sustains 
you as you work towards that goal or wait for the promise? Share your 
reflections with the group. 

2. Read Exodus 1:1-14 together aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit to open your eyes 
and ears as you read the passage. What stands out to you? What don’t 
you understand? What is God inviting you to do? Share your thoughts 
with the group, commit to exploring God’s invitation to you, and resist the 
urge to find or provide answers to all the questions you might have. 

3. What impact does suffering have on your faith in God’s extraordinary 
promises to restore not only the world, but us? 
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4. How have you maintained your faith in God’s promises? What stories do 
you tell to remind yourself of His faithfulness? 

5. What partial fulfillments have you seen? Or, where have you seen God at 
work in your life and the lives of those around you? 

6. What practical steps could you take this week, to strengthen your ability 
to observe God’s work in the world, and remember His promises so that 
you can recall them when it’s tough to do so? 

Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each others’ answers to questions 6. Invite the 
Holy Spirit to help you observe God’s faithfulness in the world around you, 
and to find practical ways of remembering God’s faithfulness in the good 
times, so you are better equipped for harder times.
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