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STUDY SERIES 
Week Nineteen: The Presence of The Lord -  
Marc Rader 

Bible 
Exodus 35:30 - 36:1 (NIV) Bezalel and Oholiab  
30 Then Moses said to the Israelites, 
“See, the Lord has chosen Bezalel 
son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe 
of Judah, 31 and he has filled him 
with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, 
with understanding, with knowledge 
and with all kinds of skills — 32 to 
make artistic designs for work in 
gold, silver and bronze, 33 to cut and 
set stones, to work in wood and to 
engage in all kinds of artistic crafts. 
34 And he has given both him and 
Oholiab son of Ahisamak, of the 
tribe of Dan, the ability to teach 

others. 35 He has filled them with skill 
to do all kinds of work as engravers, 
designers, embroiderers in blue, 
purple and scarlet yarn and fine 
linen, and weavers—all of them 
skilled workers and designers.  
36 1 So Bezalel, Oholiab and every 
skilled person to whom the Lord has 
given skill and ability to know how 
to carry out all the work of 
constructing the sanctuary are to do 
the work just as the Lord has 
commanded.”  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Sermon Outline 
Less than a year since the Israelites had left Egypt (compare 40:2 and 12:1-6) 
Moses and the community set up the tabernacle. A lot had changed for the 
people and the exodus from Egypt was the least of these changes. To be 
sure, the Lord’s rescue of the people, in fulfilment of his promises to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, was a big deal. The shift from slavery to freedom is a 
fundamental redemptive shift, but much more than that is recorded in the 
pages of Exodus. To begin with the newly released people had become the 
Lord’s people. True, they had been the Lord’s people while in Egypt, but there 
was very little that set them apart as the Lord’s people apart from the 
promises of the Lord, a handful of stories that demonstrated the partial 
fulfilment of those promises, and a single command – that newborn boys be 
circumcised at eight days old. That was it. There were no sacred spaces that 
we are aware of, no unified form of worship, no priests, no commands – 
nothing that really, truly set them apart as the Lord’s people. 

That all changed in the wilderness as they began to learn what it meant to 
be the Lord’s people. In the wilderness, it was just the people and the Lord. It 
was the Lord who rescued them from Pharaoh’s army, who twice provided 
them with water, who gave them victory over the Amalekites, and whose 
daily provision of bread in the wilderness demonstrated his trustworthiness 
and power. 

At the mountain, the people heard the voice of the Lord and entered into a 
covenant with him; he would be their god and they would be his people. 
When Moses went up the mountain and the people broke the covenant, they 
learned (briefly) what it meant to be under the wrath of God. Ultimately they 
learned that the Lord was committed to His plans and purposes in such a 
profound way that even their unfaithfulness could not derail them. They 
learned of the Lord’s compassion, grace, love, and faithfulness and 
experienced His forgiveness as the Lord renewed the covenant with them 
again. 

Copyright: Gymea Baptist Church - 2019  2



Gymea Baptist Church: Resource www.gymeabaptist.org.au

But there was one more change that the people experienced that topped 
them all, and that change was symbolised in the construction of the 
tabernacle under the skilled supervision of Bezalel and Oholiab. These two 
craftsmen are the first people in the Bible who are said to have been gifted 
by the Spirit of the Lord for a particular task. For seven months the people 
laboured to construct the portable temple with all of its components: the 
bases, frames and screens that made up the courtyard, the finely woven 
curtain that made up the inner sanctuary, the leather coverings that protected 
the tabernacle, as well as all the “furniture” of the tabernacle including the 
bronze altar of offering and the bronze basin that stood in the courtyard, the 
golden altar of incense, the table of the presence, and the lamp stand which 
stood in the holy place, and finally the ark of the covenant that held the 
tablets of the covenant and stood in the most holy place. 

All the work was completed “just as the Lord had commanded” (39:42) and, 
after Moses had inspected it, the people gathered to construct it for the first 
time on the first day of the first month. When everything was set up, the 
priests entered (wearing their newly made garments) and offered sacrifices – 
the tabernacle was fully operational. However, the account doesn’t end 
there, for there is one more incredibly significant event, one that shapes our 
understanding of all that has preceded it. The glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle and the weight of that glory was so great that Moses and the 
priests had to retreat from the tabernacle. This might seem like a small detail, 
but is of great consequence. The Lord’s presence took up residence among 
the people. And the presence of the Lord changes everything. It is the Lord’s 
presence that shapes our understanding of their freedom from slavery. They 
were not simply set free to do whatever it is that free people do, but were set 
free to serve and follow the Lord. The signs of their relationship with the 
Lord: liturgies, priesthood, commands, even the tabernacle were transformed 
from religious trappings to essential elements of their relationship with the 
Lord. It was the presence of the Lord in their midst that truly set Israel apart 
from the nations around them, not their back story or the ways they practiced 

Copyright: Gymea Baptist Church - 2019  3



Gymea Baptist Church: Resource www.gymeabaptist.org.au

their religion; it was the presence of the Lord that really mattered. And this is 
still true for us today. It is not just being set free or participating in religious 
exercises that transform our lives, but the presence of the Lord in our lives. 

The power to transform that comes from the presence of the Lord, alongside, 
His grand plans, the nature of His character and, His incomparable power, 
are just a  few of the fundamental lessons we can learn from this incredible 
account in the book of Exodus. 

Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time, and 
don’t feel in a rush to finish them. Often we can get lost in Bible study, missing 
God’s invitation to be shaped by what we read. The objective here is to 
engage in a conversation around a Biblical idea, and begin to consider its 
implications for our everyday lives. Where God might be inviting us to act. 
Take some time to pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead your time. 

1. Opening Discussion: What themes have stood out for you over the course 
of this series in the book of Exodus? Share your reflections with the group. 

2. The Bible Together: Read Exodus 35:30-36:1 together aloud. Invite the 
Holy Spirit to open your eyes and ears as you read the passage. What 
stands out to you? What don’t you understand? What is God inviting you 
to do? What might you share with someone else? - Share your thoughts 
with the group, commit to exploring God’s invitation to you, and resist the 
urge to provide answers to all the questions others might have. 

3. How does God’s equipping of Bezalel influence your own understanding 
of how God equips His people? 
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4. What do you learn about the nature of God that such great attention was 
paid to the construction of the Tabernacle? How does that impact your 
own relationship with Him? 

5. How does the presence of God at the heart of the exodus story change 
your perspective of the story as a whole? 

6. Why is the presence of God, more significant than ‘religious practice’ 
when it comes to the transformation of our lives? 

7. In what new or renewed ways have you been set free to follow God over 
the course of this series? 

Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each others’ answers to question 6. Consider how 
has God been at work in you over the course of this series in Exodus and pray 
that the Holy Spirit would sustain you in any new found areas of freedom.
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