
Gymea Baptist Church: Resource www.gymeabaptist.org.au

STUDY SERIES 
Week Eighteen: The Glory of The Lord - Marc Rader 

Bible 
Exodus 34:1-10 (NIV) The New Stone Tablets 
1 The Lord said to Moses, “Chisel out 
two stone tablets like the first ones, 
and I will write on them the words 
that were on the first tablets, which 
you broke. 2 Be ready in the morning, 
and then come up on Mount Sinai. 
Present yourself to me there on top 
of the mountain. 3 No one is to come 
with you or be seen anywhere on 
the mountain; not even the flocks 
and herds may graze in front of the 
mountain.” 
4 So Moses chiseled out two stone 
tablets like the first ones and went 
up Mount Sinai early in the morning, 

as the Lord had commanded him; 
and he carried the two stone tablets 
in his hands. 5 Then the Lord came 
down in the cloud and stood there 
with him and proclaimed his name, 
the Lord. 6 And he passed in front of 
Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the 
Lord, the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, 
abounding in love and faithfulness,  
7 maintaining love to thousands, and 
forgiving wickedness, rebellion and 
sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty 
unpunished; he punishes the children 
and their children for the sin of the 
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parents to the third and fourth 
generation.” 
8 Moses bowed to the ground at 
once and worshiped. 9 “Lord,” he 
said, “if I have found favour in your 
eyes, then let the Lord go with us. 
Although this is a stiff-necked 
people, forgive our wickedness and 
our sin, and take us as your 
inheritance.” 

10 Then the Lord said: “I am making a 
covenant with you. Before all your 
people I will do wonders never 
before done in any nation in all the 
world. The people you live among 
will see how awesome is the work 
that I, the Lord, will do for you 

Sermon Outline 
After the debacle of the golden calf we witness something so common in 
Scripture that we can forget just how significant it is. Put simply, the Lord 
forgives His people and renews the covenant with them. This is exactly the 
sort of behaviour we would expect of God, but here - one of the first 
instances of the failure of the people – it is worth pausing and asking why 
God would do this. This example, like so much of Exodus, becomes an 
indicator of what we encounter elsewhere in Scripture. 

It’s interesting that if the relationship between the Lord and His people is to 
have any chance, it is because of the Lord’s commitment to it. The people 
never (and I realise you should never say never in relationships, but really, 
they never) are the ones to hold the relationship together. It is the Lord and 
the Lord alone whose commitment is critical. Even the context makes this 
clear. Moses describes the people as stiff-necked (34:9), and their failure to 
repent, after their carelessness and disobedience broke the covenant, 
coupled with their posture of grumbling that has already become evident, all 
point to a persistent heart problem that will plague the people of God to this 
very day.  
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It is the Lord’s commitment that is so critical, and His commitment is based on 
His character as declared before Moses in 34:6-7. It is a famous self-
declaration found in numerous places in Scripture (see New. 9:17; Pss. 86:15; 
103:8; 145:8; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2). “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining 
love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet He does 
not leave the guilty unpunished; He punishes the children and their children 
for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.”  

This declaration emphasises the Lord’s faithfulness that results in His 
forgiveness, and the extension of His love to His people. Interestingly, in the 
examples listed above of where this declaration is used, the mention of 
discipline is dropped. It may be included here, in part, because it is also found 
in the description of the second commandment which the people broke when 
they made the calf-idol. However, even the declaration of His discipline fits 
with His faithfulness – His faithfulness to bless and to discipline and His 
commitment to justice, which requires consequences.  

It is this faithful God who commits Himself to His people and to the covenant. 
And the covenant itself is no different than the first one; there are no new 
clauses, no new legislation, nothing to deal with the tendency of the people 
to be unfaithful. The instructions that are repeated in 34:12-26 do emphasise 
avoiding idolatry and presenting themselves before the Lord. In other words, 
about worship; the issue they faced with the calf (again). 

The bigger question, however, is why is the Lord committed to this 
relationship? It is not simply because He loves His people (though this is part 
of it), but primarily because of the promises He made to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob and the reason He made those promises is because of His purpose to 
restore the world. The Lord’s commitment to His people is ultimately based in 
His purpose and desire to make right all that has been made wrong by sin.  

This also means that the obedience of His people is not the Lord’s end-game 
as if all He wanted was people who would obey Him. Instead, His end-game 
is the renewal of the world and this purpose lead Him to make the promises 
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to Abraham and to commit Himself to the people of Israel who were – in His 
divine will and plan – part of His renewal project; a living, breathing 
representation of His purposes. Their obedience and faithfulness is meant to 
reflect His purposes in the world. 

And there is great freedom in knowing that it is not our faithfulness, or our 
lack of it, that determines the relationship with God. And for those of us in 
Christ this is even more obvious. However, the Lord’s commitment to us in 
Christ is based ultimately in His purposes too. We seek to be faithful as a 
representation of His purposes. 

And this is ultimately a life of worship. Moses, when he heard the Lord’s self-
declaration, fell down and worshipped. We can sometimes assume that 
worship is only singing or praying or something of the sort, but worship is so 
much more than that. We worship what we fear controls our destiny, and 
worship is the alignment of our lives to the will of what we believe controls 
our destiny. If we believe that money controls our destiny, we worship it by 
aligning our lives, our attitudes, priorities, life-style, etc… to its will. If we 
believe that the Lord controls our destiny, we worship as we align our lives 
more and more to His will and purposes. When we align ourselves to the 
Lord’s will then the songs we sing and the prayers we pray become an 
expression of that alignment. 

When we encounter the gracious and compassionate, loving and faithful 
God we are led to worship; to align ourselves to His will and purposes in life. 

Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time, and 
don’t feel in a rush to finish them. Often we can get lost in Bible study, missing 
God’s invitation to be shaped by what we read. The objective here is to 
engage in a conversation around a Biblical idea, and begin to consider its 
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implications for our everyday lives. Where God might be inviting us to act. 
Take some time to pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead your time. 

1. Opening Discussion: What does it mean to be faithful? How do you 
understand faithfulness in the context of relationships? Whilst marriage, 
or commitment to someone you are dating, provides an obvious setting for 
faithfulness, try to think beyond only these examples.  Share your 
reflections with the group. 

2. The Bible Together: Read Exodus 34:1-10 together aloud. Invite the Holy 
Spirit to open your eyes and ears as you read the passage. What stands 
out to you? What don’t you understand? What is God inviting you to do? 
What might you share with someone else? - Share your thoughts with the 
group, commit to exploring God’s invitation to you, and resist the urge to 
provide answers to all the questions others might have. 

3. Which of the characteristics of God, described in verses 6 & 7 stand out to 
you? Do any of these challenge your theology or preconceptions of Him? 
How? 

4. What more do we learn about the nature and character of God, through 
Moses response to Him in v 8? 

5. The Lord’s purpose to restore the world, provides the foundation for His 
faithful commitment to us. How does this change your understanding of 
our faithfulness to God in response, and what faithfulness then looks like?  

6. Do we live truly believing that our relationship with God depends upon 
Him? Are we ever caught in thinking that God would never involve us in 
His plans because of our unfaithfulness? What are our next faithful steps 
in this space? 
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Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each others’ answers to questions 5 and 6. 
Commit to taking your next faithful steps with God this week in response to 
His faithfulness to you. In two’s or three’s, you might also take time to confess 
moments you have got caught in a pattern of unworthiness that has held you 
back from fully stepping into all God is inviting you to participate with Him in.
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