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STUDY SERIES 
Week Sixteen: Tabernacle Instructions - Marc Rader 

Bible 
Exodus 25:1-9 (NIV) Offerings for the Tabernacle 
1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Tell the 
Israelites to bring me an offering. 
You are to receive the offering for 
me from everyone whose heart 
prompts them to give. 3 These are 
the offerings you are to receive from 
them: gold, silver and bronze; 4 blue, 
purple and scarlet yarn and fine 
linen; goat hair; 5 ram skins dyed red 
and another type of durable leather; 
acacia wood; 6 olive oil for the light; 

spices for the anointing oil and for 
the fragrant incense; 7 and onyx 
stones and other gems to be 
mounted on the ephod and 
breastpiece. 
8 “Then have them make a 
sanctuary for me, and I will dwell 
among them. 9 Make this tabernacle 
and all its furnishings exactly like the 
pattern I will show you. 
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Sermon Outline 
In this week’s text (all of Exodus 25:1-31:18) we move into the final section of 
Exodus and, as with all good narratives, it follows on from what precedes. 
After the covenant ceremony has concluded with the “reception” meal 
between the Lord and the elders of Israel, Moses is called up the mountain 
and given instructions about the construction of an elaborate tent where the 
Lord will dwell with His people. If we think of the covenant ceremony as a 
wedding this next section is when the Lord moves in with His new bride! 

The instructions include the construction of a two room marquee that was to 
be placed in a larger courtyard. The first room in the tabernacle was the most 
holy place (or the holy of holies). It was a square room in which the Ark of the 
Covenant was kept, a gold box that contained the tablets of the covenant. On 
the lid were two golden cherubim with wings outstretched over it. Separated 
from the most holy place by a curtain was the holy place. This rectangular 
room held three pieces of furniture. The first was a seven-branched golden 
lamp stand. The second was a golden table upon which the bread of the 
presence was kept. The third was a small altar of incense that the priests 
would burn incense upon as they engaged in the rituals and ceremonies of 
worship. In the courtyard were two pieces of furniture: a bronze altar of 
sacrifice and a bronze basin for washing.  

The instructions Moses received also include details about the priestly 
garments with special emphasis on the high priest’s ephod and breast piece 
which was made of gold and precious stones. There are also instructions for 
the consecration of the priests, how to make the anointing oil and incense, 
and an introduction to the men in charge of the construction. 

This is obviously an important development in the book of Exodus as 
indicated by the enormous amount of detail that is given and the fact that it is 
essentially repeated (in good Hebrew writing form) in the concluding chapter 
where the Israelites construct the tabernacle precisely as the Lord has said. 
However, as we read the pages and pages of detailed instructions about 
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curtains and bases and frames, etc. we can feel like we are missing 
something. Why is this so important? 

The key to unlocking the significance of the tabernacle is in recalling that in 
this elaborate tent the Lord intends to live with His people. This hasn’t 
happened since Eden. In fact, there are a number of common features 
between the description of Eden and the tabernacle that suggests that the 
pattern the Lord has given is meant to recall Eden. For example, the three 
areas of the tabernacle replicate the three found in Genesis 2-3; Eden, the 
garden, and the rest of the world are reflect in the most holy place, the holy 
place, and the courtyard. Some of the furniture finds a parallel in the garden 
too; namely the seven-branched lamp stand that may symbolise the tree of 
life and the bread of the presence that reminds us of God’s provision in the 
garden. When the man and the woman are placed in the garden they are to 
“work” and “keep” it; two words that are often used in the Old Testament to 
describe the work of the priests. There is gold and precious gems in the 
tabernacle and in Eden. There are cherubim who guard the ark of the 
covenant and the entrance to the garden (and access to the tree of life). It 
seems that the tabernacle is meant to represent, in some way, Eden. (As an 
aside, I found Gregory Beale’s reflections on this very helpful as he traces the 
themes of Eden through the tabernacle, Solomon’s temple, Ezekiel’s vision of 
a new temple, and the final “temple” in Revelation.) 

Identifying this symbolism opens up several ways in which we can 
understand the tabernacle. It was more than a place for the Lord to dwell or 
for His people to worship Him, though both of these are important. It 
functioned as a reminder of Eden – when God walked with His people and 
there was no sin or death; when relationship between men and women and 
with the environment were whole – but also as a promise of God’s plan to 
restore the world again. The tabernacle reminded the people of Israel that 
they had been swept up in the Lord’s plan to restore the whole world. As 
Abraham’s descendants they had been brought into a relationship with the 
Lord to be a small slice of Eden again – walking with God, living in harmony 
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with each other and the world – however imperfectly they might do this they 
were a promise of God’s plans. 

All this is fine and well, but what is the point for us? Well, the motif of Eden in 
the temple carries throughout Scripture and into the New Testament where 
the followers of Jesus reflected on how His life, death, and resurrection 
meant. In 1 Peter 2:4-5 the apostle says that we, who have turned to Jesus, 
are living stones in a spiritual house. In other words, we – the church –  have 
become the new tabernacle; a slice of Eden for the world to see. We are 
those who live with the Lord and seek, by His Spirit, to live in harmony with 
one another and with the world. We are the physical representation, like the 
tabernacle was, of God’s intention to restore the world. 

This has tremendous implications for how we see ourselves as the church. 
We are more than a group of people who meet on a Sunday, but are meant 
to be a small slice of Eden to the world. So often, we do this imperfectly, but 
this was God’s intention for His people. By the grace of God and the enabling 
presence of the Holy Spirit we are encouraged to take up this role and 
participate with God in the fulfilment of His plans. 

So once again we see that the stories and events in Exodus form the 
foundations not only for the Old Testament but for our own understanding as 
followers of Jesus. 

Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time, and 
don’t feel in a rush to finish them. Often we can get lost in Bible study, missing 
God’s invitation to be shaped by what we read. The objective here is to 
engage in a conversation around a Biblical idea, and begin to consider its 
implications for our everyday lives. Where God might be inviting us to act. 
Take some time to pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead your time. 
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1. Opening Discussion: Have you ever considered there to a be a purpose to 
your relationship with God that extends beyond yourself, or do you view, 
and act from a belief that your relationship has more of a personal focus? 
What has lead you to hold that view? Share your reflections with  
the group. 

2. The Bible Together: Read Exodus 25:1-9 together aloud. Invite the Holy 
Spirit to open your eyes and ears as you read the passage. What stands 
out to you? What don’t you understand? What is God inviting you to do? 
What might you share with someone else? - Share your thoughts with the 
group, commit to exploring God’s invitation to you, and resist the urge to 
provide answers to all the questions others might have. 

3. What does the attention to detail in the construction of the tabernacle, 
invite you to understand about God, but also about His relationship with 
His people? 

4. How does the representation of Eden in the tabernacle change your 
perspective of the instructions for its construction? 

5. The tabernacle was a reminder of what was, a symbol of God’s presence 
now, and a promise of what was to come. If this is what the church is to be 
what are the implications for us? 

6. Take time to consider specific areas of your lives. Where might you have 
made your decision to follow Jesus solely about your own personal 
interactions with Him, perhaps missing the opportunities to extend the 
invitation to follow Jesus to others, or participate with God in his plans of 
restoration and renewal for all things. In what one area this week, might 
you begin to consider and live out your faith in a way that invites others to 
discover God, or more of Him? 
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Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each others’ answers to question 6. Where is God 
inviting you into greater witness in the world? Invite the Holy Spirit to help 
you reveal the impact of your relationship with God in more/specific areas of 
your life.
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