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STUDY SERIES 
Week Fifteen: The Covenant Confirmed - Marc Rader 

Bible 
Exodus 24:3-11 (NIV) The Covenant Confirmed 
3 When Moses went and told the 
people all the Lord’s words and 
laws, they responded with one 
voice, “Everything the Lord has said 
we will do.” 4 Moses then wrote 
down everything the Lord had said. 

He got up early the next morning 
and built an altar at the foot of the 
mountain and set up twelve stone 
pillars representing the twelve tribes 
of Israel. 5 Then he sent young 
Israelite men, and they offered burnt 
offerings and sacrificed young bulls 
as fellowship offerings to the Lord.  
6 Moses took half of the blood and 

put it in bowls, and the other half he 
splashed against the altar. 7 Then he 
took the Book of the Covenant and 
read it to the people. They 
responded, “We will do everything 
the Lord has said; we will obey.” 
8 Moses then took the blood, 
sprinkled it on the people and said, 
“This is the blood of the covenant 
that the Lord has made with you in 
accordance with all these words.” 
9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu, and the seventy elders of 
Israel went up 10 and saw the God of 
Israel. Under his feet was something 
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like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, 
as bright blue as the sky. 11 But God 
did not raise his hand against these 

leaders of the Israelites; they saw 
God, and they ate and drank. 

Sermon Outline 
We have reached the final section of the covenant ceremony at Sinai 
between the Lord and Israel. It opened with the Lord’s proposal in 19:1-8 and 
three days later, after the people had agreed, the declaration of the 
obligations. The Lord stated the expectations of those who were in 
relationship with Him in two parts. The first was spoken directly by the Lord 
(the Ten Commandments) and the second was spoken by the Lord to Moses 
(the additional laws in 20:22-23:19) which cover all aspects of life (because 
their whole life was to reflect their relationship with the Lord). Then the Lord 
declared what the Israelites could expect of Him (23:20-33) including 
provision, protection, and access to His presence (which foreshadows the 
tabernacle in the next section). In Exodus 24 we hear the people’s “We will” 
and witness a symbolic action as Moses takes the blood of sacrifice and 
casts some of the blood against an altar and sprinkles some on the people. In 
the ancient near east, this action appears to have symbolised the 
consequences of breaking the covenant; the death of the covenant breaker 
(and notice that God is implicated in this too – the blood cast against the altar 
is His oath to keep the covenant). All of this is followed by a reception of sorts 
as Moses, Aaron and his two son, and the seventy elders eat before the Lord. 

The covenant between the Lord and his people is the central action of the 
book; surpassing even the mighty acts of salvation from Egypt. The 
relationship established here at Mount Sinai is critical to understand much of 
the Old Testament but also to understand our relationship with God in Christ. 
However, we often get tripped up by the obligations of the covenant; the law 
on one hand and God’s promises on the other. Because we don’t understand 
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them as part of the relationship we end up missing out on an important 
aspect of our relationship with God though Jesus. Allow me to explain. 

We can, on the one hand, assume that the Law was given primarily to be 
obeyed. Now, we have to be careful here since the Law is to be obeyed. 
However, this is not its only purpose. There is a bigger “why” to obedience. 
The difficulty is that we tend to externalise the Law and make it into some 
sort of checklist of things to do rather than a description of the people we are 
called to be. Once we make the Law a checklist this inevitably leads to 
legalism where I use my list to determine if you are “my kind of people” based 
on how closely you conform to my list. In reality the Law was meant to be 
internalised that we might become “lawless” people; no longer needing the 
Law because we have become law-abiding. And the Law was given so that 
– by obedience – God’s people would be a demonstration of what it looks like 
to live in relationship with God. Our obedience is meant to invite people into 
that same relationship! 

On the other hand we also get tripped up by God’s promises to provide and 
protect His people. The problem, of course, is that this is not always our 
literal, material experience. We tend to “solve” this tension of why bad things 
happen to God’s people in one of two ways. First, we push all the good 
things that God promises into the future in heaven. We do believe that we 
will receive an eternal reward, but the promises of God in Scripture have a 
here-and-now component and to ignore that makes them a bit irrelevant. 
Second, we drag all the good things into the present and demand that they 
are all fulfilled literally. Followers of Jesus should experience all the good 
things now and if we don’t then it is a function of our lack of faith or 
righteousness. This is equally poor theology (even though we do experience 
the here-and-now blessings of God and pray expecting them) because it 
cannot deal with suffering any more effectively than pushing blessings into 
the future. 

As with the Law, remembering the nature of the relationship between God 
and His people helps us make some sense of this tension. The Lord’s purpose 
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in forming a relationship with Israel was to establish a people who had 
begun to experience the restoration and renewal of the world which is why 
He called Abraham in the first place. The provision and blessing of God is not 
meant to make our lives easier, but to demonstrate the restoration and 
renewal that He intends to accomplish – initially in Israel and ultimately in 
Jesus. The people of God are meant to live out this restoration and renewal 
and our suffering is a sign of what it looks like to live in relationship with God 
in the midst of all the mess we all face. It is meant to be an invitation to our 
world to be able to live a life in the midst of the brokenness with hope and 
power and love. 

When we turn to Jesus we see someone who was perfectly aligned to the 
will of God and yet suffered because He was participating in God’s plans to 
restore the world. And, on the night He was betrayed, He took the cup of the 
Passover and spoke of the blood of the new covenant, referring to the scenes 
we have witnessed in Exodus. And He brings the same understanding of the 
Law – an invitation to others of what it looks like to live in relationship with 
God – and suffering – an invitation to others of what it looks like to live in 
relationship with God in the midst of the brokenness that we believe will be 
restored in Christ. 

These stories in Exodus are absolutely foundational to the entirety of 
Scripture and form for us a foundation to understand our relationship with 
God in Christ. 

Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time, and 
don’t feel in a rush to finish them. Often we can get lost in Bible study, missing 
God’s invitation to be shaped by what we read. The objective here is to 
engage in a conversation around a Biblical idea, and begin to consider its 
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implications for our everyday lives. Where God might be inviting us to act. 
Take some time to pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead your time. 

1. Opening Discussion: Have you wrestled with the questions of why ‘bad 
things’ happen to ‘good people,’ or vice versa, why ‘good things’ happen 
to ‘bad people?’ How have you sought to resolve those questions for 
yourself or others? Share your reflections with the group. 

2. The Bible Together: Read Exodus 24:3-11 together aloud. Invite the Holy 
Spirit to open your eyes and ears as you read the passage. What stands 
out to you? What don’t you understand? What is God inviting you to do? 
What might you share with someone else? - Share your thoughts with the 
group, commit to exploring God’s invitation to you, and resist the urge to 
provide answers to all the questions others might have. 

3. What are some of the negative associations you have towards the Law? 
How does placing them in the context of relationship, who we are to be 
rather than what we should do, change some of these? 

4. How have the last few studies, examining the covenant between the Lord 
and Israel opened up, or shaped your view of the Old Testament? 

5. How does the context of living in relationship with God, as a witness, 
invitation and sign, to others, change your responses to question one? 

6. What gets in the way of our witness to others of life with God? How can 
we create space for our relationship with God to shape our attitudes and 
behaviours, so that we might grow as witnesses to the work of God in us, 
and become an invitation to others?   

Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each others’ answers to question 6. Invite the 
Holy Spirit to lead you in deepening your relationship with God, creating 
space for you to grow as an invitation to others into life.
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