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STUDY SERIES 
Week Fourteen: Will It Be Enough? - Marc Rader 

Bible 
Exodus 20:1-17 (NIV) The Ten Commandments 
1 And God spoke all these words: 
2 “I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery. 
3 “You shall have no other gods 
before me. 
4 “You shall not make for yourself an 
image in the form of anything in 
heaven above or on the earth 
beneath or in the waters below.  
5 You shall not bow down to them or 
worship them; for I, the Lord your 
God, am a jealous God, punishing 
the children for the sin of the parents 
to the third and fourth generation of 

those who hate me, 6 but showing 
love to a thousand generations of 
those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
7 “You shall not misuse the name of 
the Lord your God, for the Lord will 
not hold anyone guiltless who 
misuses his name. 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day by 
keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall 
labor and do all your work, 10 but the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord 
your God. On it you shall not do any 
work, neither you, nor your son or 
daughter, nor your male or female 
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servant, nor your animals, nor any 
foreigner residing in your towns.  
11 For in six days the Lord made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea, and 
all that is in them, but he rested on 
the seventh day. Therefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and made 
it holy. 
12 “Honour your father and your 
mother, so that you may live long in 
the land the Lord your God is giving 
you. 

13 “You shall not murder. 
14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 
16 “You shall not give false testimony 
against your neighbour. 
17 “You shall not covet your 
neighbour’s house. You shall not 
covet your neighbour’s wife, or his 
male or female servant, his ox or 
donkey, or anything that belongs to 
your neighbour.”  

Sermon Outline 
The Ten Commandments are one of the best known sections of the Old 
Testament; even if people can’t remember all ten (let alone in order!). These 
ten statements, made in the context of covenant are more than a list of ten 
things to do (or not do in most cases), but form a description of the kind of 
people that the Israelites are called to be in relationship with the Lord. This is 
the heart of the covenant: that the Lord will be their God (and do the things 
that gods do – provide, protect, etc…) and they will be His people; 
representing Him and His character in the world.  

One of the remarkable aspects of this speech – for it is the Lord who speaks 
to the people, not Moses on the Lord’s behalf – is that it is addressed to each 
person. The “you” in each statement is first person singular; it speaks to each 
woman and man, girl and boy, slave and foreigner; inviting them to a personal 
response to the invitation of the Lord.  

The “commandments” aren’t really legislation and some scholars suggest 
that it might be better to think of them as a constitution or foundation 
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document for the people of Israel. Each of the ten statements reflect 
something of the character of the Lord and call for a response of similar 
character in the people. Perhaps the clearest example is the tenth statement, 
“Do no covet”. This is almost impossible to legislate as it is a matter of the 
heart. The people are to be the sort of people who do not allow admiration 
of another to turn to envy.  

In the New Testament, Jesus draws similar conclusions about murder and 
adultery, stating that it is not only a matter of not killing or sleeping around 
that keeps this command, but keeping hatred, anger, and lust from our hearts 
and our actions.  

In the section that follows the Ten Commandments in Exodus we find 
examples of laws; more specific and concrete regulations and legislation, but 
with these ten statements we are left to consider a deeper challenge; are our 
hearts fully set on following the Lord? 

If the commands call for a response of the heart, what is the state of our 
hearts? What was the state of the Israelites’ hearts? The answer to both is 
the same; our hearts are not fully committed to follow the Lord. For the 
people of Israel this leads to a dangerous situation where they were about to 
enter into an exclusive relationship with the Lord who wanted their whole 
heart. To enter into that relationship with a hard or divided heart was to  
court disaster. 

However, we must never forget the graciousness of God that can be trusted 
to provide all that we need to remain in relationship with Him. It was not the 
Israelites’ ability to fully obey that lead the Lord to enter into a relationship 
with them, but His plans, purposes, and promises to renew the world. And 
this is the same for us today. We are always recipients of God’s grace and 
mercy toward us. Our relationship with God ought to call from us our best 
efforts to be faithful, but our relationship is never based on our ability to do 
so, but upon God’s trustworthy character.  

This should fill us with trust rather than fear and encourage us to draw near 
to the Lord – especially in the light of what Jesus has done for us. 
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Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time, and 
don’t feel in a rush to finish them. Often we can get lost in Bible study, missing 
God’s invitation to be shaped by what we read. The objective here is to 
engage in a conversation around a Biblical idea, and begin to consider its 
implications for our everyday lives. Where God might be inviting us to act. 
Take some time to pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead your time. 

1. Opening Discussion:Where in your life do you find yourself trying to 
adhere to a set of rules? How well do you get on with keeping them? 
Share your reflections with the group. 

2. The Bible Together: Read Exodus 20:1-17 together aloud. Invite the Holy 
Spirit to open your eyes and ears as you read the passage. What stands 
out to you? What don’t you understand? What is God inviting you to do? 
What might you share with someone else? - Share your thoughts with the 
group, commit to exploring God’s invitation to you, and resist the urge to 
provide answers to all the questions others might have. 

3. What aspect of the Lord’s character is reflected in each command? 

4. What is the heart response of each command? 

5. If we begin to focus on our ability or inability to be faithful, we will 
inevitably withdraw from relationship with the Lord. Trusting in His 
faithfulness draws us to Him. Have you experienced these “tides” in your 
relationship with the Lord? Do you find yourself caught in a cycle of 
earnest desire to ‘do the right thing,’ followed by the guilt of failing to  
do so? 

6. Drawing close to God, puts us in the position of having our hearts 
changed by Him. What small steps might we begin to take this week, to 
move us from trying to adhere to the Ten Commandments as a set of rules 
or requirements, to living them out from a position of a changed heart? 

Copyright: Gymea Baptist Church - 2019  4



Gymea Baptist Church: Resource www.gymeabaptist.org.au

Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each others’ answers to questions 5 and 6. Invite 
the Holy Spirit to lead you in taking a manageable step towards your hearts 
being changed by God this week.
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