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STUDY SERIES 
Week Thirteen: The Proposal - Marc Rader 

Bible 
Exodus 19:1-8 (NIV) At Mount Sinai. 
1 On the first day of the third month 
after the Israelites left Egypt —on 
that very day—they came to the 
Desert of Sinai. 2 After they set out 
from Rephidim, they entered the 
Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped 
there in the desert in front of the 
mountain. 

3 Then Moses went up to God, and 
the Lord called to him from the 
mountain and said, “This is what you 
are to say to the descendants of 
Jacob and what you are to tell the 
people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves 
have seen what I did to Egypt, and 

how I carried you on eagles’ wings 
and brought you to myself. 5 Now if 
you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant, then out of all nations you 
will be my treasured possession. 
Although the whole earth is mine, 6 
you will be for me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.’ These are 
the words you are to speak to the 
Israelites.” 

7 So Moses went back and 
summoned the elders of the people 
and set before them all the words 
the Lord had commanded him to 
speak. 8 The people all responded 
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together, “We will do everything the 
Lord has said.” So Moses brought 

their answer back to the Lord. 

Sermon Outline 
We are getting closer and closer to the climax of Exodus; the establishment 
of the covenant between the Lord and Israel. This has been what the 
narrative has been driving towards since the Lord’s promises to Abraham 
back in Genesis. A covenant formalises relationships; like a contract or a 
treaty or a wedding. We might say that in Exodus 19:4-6 we hear the Lord’s 
proposal to his people. And what a proposal!  

The Lord begins with a succinct overview of their history together in verse 4, 
“You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you eagles’ 
wings and brought you to myself.” This neatly summarises the story so far, 
reminding Israel of God’s faithfulness to his promises to rescue, his power in 
overcoming the Egyptian gods, and his ability to provide for and protect his 
people in the wilderness. What is perhaps most important is that their rescue 
from slavery took place before the invitation to enter into a relationship with 
the Lord and this, in turn, shapes how we think about the obligations of the 
relationship that the Lord outlines in verse 5. 

“Now [after I have graciously rescued you] if you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant…” The language of obedience must be understood in the context of 
relationship. This is critical because if we put obedience first rather than 
relationship we can end up managing the relationship instead of enjoying it. 
Now, in the Old Testament and, as we’ll see later in Exodus, the proximity of a 
holy God in the camp requires careful attention. In fact, we see this played out 
in 19:10-15 where, in preparation for God’s appearance on the mountain, the 
people are to be consecrated, bathe, put limits around the mountain, and 
abstain from sex. However, the Lord is certainly aware of the imperfection of 
the people; their tendency to grumble and complain, etc. This is where the 
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context of relationship is so helpful. You see, all relationships have obligations 
associated with them and the more significant the relationship the more 
significant the obligations. But – and this is the power of relationship – when 
we are in a significant relationship we recognise that the obligations are 
what creates the space for the relationship to flourish and our focus in not on 
perfectly meeting those obligations but on being faithful to them. Consider a 
marriage. A man and a woman enter into an exclusive relationship in which 
they pledge themselves to share their lives together until death parts them. 
The obligations are significant, but are not the focus – the relationship is. The 
two people do not promise to be perfect, but faithful to their vows. The same 
is true of the relationship with the Lord. Though a relationship with the Lord 
must be entered into carefully and require the people to seek to live in a way 
that reflects that relationship, they are not called to be perfect. 

The obligation on the people, should they choose to enter into this 
relationship, is to keep/be faithful to the covenant. On the Lord’s behalf, they 
will be his treasured possession. He will guard them, protect them, show 
them off to people, care for them, and keep them close. 

In the final verse the Lord adds a horizontal element to their relationship. 
They are to be faithful to the Lord (vertical), but will be a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation. The language of priests isn’t too common to us anymore, 
but in the ancient world in particular, priests functioned as mediators 
between the divine and humanity. They taught the people how to approach 
the divine, brought the word from the divine, which facilitated the blessings of 
the divine to the people. This is what Israel is to be. And they are to “be” this 
for the nations. This same outward focus is reflected in the description of a 
holy nation. Holiness can refer to moral purity and, as we’ve seen, being in 
relationship with the Lord does have moral and ethical aspects to it. But to be 
holy means, more fundamentally, to be set apart for a purpose. And the 
purpose of Israel as a holy nation? To be a living, breathing, real-time 
example to the world of what it looked like to live in relationship with the one, 
true God. They were to be the display home; allowing people to experience 
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the plans and purposes of God in the world. This is the Lord’s proposal to the 
people of Israel. It’s amazing! 

And this invitation is not just a historical event, but one that is reinterpreted in 
Jesus. Our Saviour, who died while we still sinners, and who invites us into a 
new relationship with God; and pours out his Holy Spirit to enable us to be 
faithful (with the promise that he will bring us to perfect conformity with his 
character) and who sends us out to participate with him in his plans to 
restore and renew the world. This proposal, as part of the living and active 
Word of God, comes to each of us afresh and anew.  

When Moses came down the mountain and told the people what the Lord 
had said, they responded by saying, “We will everything the Lord has said” - 
in other words, they said Yes! What is your response? 

Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time, and 
don’t feel in a rush to finish them. Often we can get lost in Bible study, missing 
God’s invitation to be shaped by what we read. The objective here is to 
engage in a conversation around a Biblical idea, and begin to consider its 
implications for our everyday lives. Where God might be inviting us to act. 
Take some time to pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead your time. 

1. Opening Discussion: What are some of the general perceptions of 
human’s relationship to God? Where do you think these ideas or 
perspectives have come from and how do they impact us? 

2. The Bible Together: Read Exodus 19:1-8 together aloud. Invite the Holy 
Spirit to open your eyes and ears as you read the passage. What stands 
out to you? What don’t you understand? What is God inviting you to do? 
What might you share with someone else? - Share your thoughts with the 
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group, commit to exploring God’s invitation to you, and resist the urge to 
provide answers to all the questions others might have. 

3. What are some of the differences between the old covenant and the new 
covenant in Jesus? What are the similarities? 

4. Being in relationship with God comes with significant obligations, but 
ultimately we are called to faithful to him rather than perfect. How does 
pursuing perfection impact relationships? What impact does the call to 
faithfulness have on your understanding of your relationship with God? 

5. Are there ways in which you sense an invitation from God to be more 
faithful in your relationship with Him? 

6. What is your response to this invitation? 

Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each others’ answers to questions 5 and 6. Pray 
that we might release any burden or persuasion to be perfect, and have the 
courage to be vulnerable and faithful in our relationship with God.
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