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STUDY SERIES 
Week Twelve: That the Battle is the Lord’s - Marc Rader 

Bible 
Exodus 17:8-16 (NIV) The Amalekites Defeated.  
8 The Amalekites came and attacked 
the Israelites at Rephidim. 9 Moses said 
to Joshua, “Choose some of our men 
and go out to fight the Amalekites. 
Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill 
with the staff of God in my hands.” 
10 So Joshua fought the Amalekites as 
Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron 
and Hur went to the top of the hill. 11 As 
long as Moses held up his hands, the 
Israelites were winning, but whenever 
he lowered his hands, the Amalekites 
were winning. 12 When Moses’ hands 
grew tired, they took a stone and put it 
under him and he sat on it. Aaron and 
Hur held his hands up—one on one 

side, one on the other—so that his 
hands remained steady till sunset. 13 So 
Joshua overcame the Amalekite army 
with the sword. 
14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write 
this on a scroll as something to be 
remembered and make sure that 
Joshua hears it, because I will 
completely blot out the name of 
Amalek from under heaven.” 
15 Moses built an altar and called it The 
Lord is my Banner. 16 He said, “Because 
hands were lifted up against the throne 
of the Lord, the Lord will be at war 
against the Amalekites from 
generation to generation.”  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Sermon Outline 
Many of the stories we read in Exodus form the foundational stories of the 
nation of Israel. As such they function at a couple of levels. On the one hand 
they function as events in their history. On the other hand they also function 
as part of the story of salvation; the grand narrative of God’s plan to renew 
all things that the story of Israel is a part of. Sometimes we need to find 
application of the stories in the grand plan of salvation while also 
acknowledging the story of Israel. Our passage today is one of these stories.  

On one level it serves to provide the historical rationale for the ongoing 
antagonism between Israel and the Amalekites which plays out in one of the 
most important turning points of Scripture. In 1 Samual 15 Saul, the first king of 
Israel is told to destroy the Amalekites in fulfilment of God’s promises here in 
Exodus 17. He defeats them but does not totally destroy them and, as a result 
of his incomplete obedience, has the kingdom torn from him and given to 
David. This passage (along with Deuteronomy 25:17-19) outlines why this 
command is given in the first place and why a defeat was not enough.  

The problem with identifying this as the only reason the story is recorded is 
that it becomes difficult to apply to our lives as followers of Jesus. I don’t 
know any Amalekites and I don’t think we are called to wage war on them 
any more. In these instances, it is helpful to consider how this story fits into 
the larger story of salvation. The story of salvation begins with the good 
creation marred by sin and death and God’s intention to restore all things; 
first through Abraham and his descendants, the Israelites – who are to be a 
display home to the world of what it looks like to live in God’s renewed world 
– who are represented by David who is the model for the one to come in 
Jesus. 

This story functions as part of this wider story in a couple of significant ways. 
To begin with, the context suggests that something bigger is going on. This 
story of opposition to the people of God is side by side with another story of 
an outside (Jethro) responding positively to the work of God. This reminds us 
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that the plans of God will always bring a response; sometimes positive and 
sometimes negative. In the end, the individual battle and the yet-future 
victory lies in God’s hands. The emphasis in this story of the yet-future victory 
calls for trust but also means that the Israelites do not pursue the Amalekites 
immediately, but continue on to why they are in the wilderness in the first 
place and that is to meet with God and to be set apart as his people in the 
world. The one victory, given by God, foreshadows a future, complete, victory.  

At this 30,000 foot level we see some parallels with our situation. First, the 
good news continues to be met with interest and opposition. In the end, we 
need to remember that it is not our job to overcome the opposition; that’s 
God’s job. Second, and as a continuation of that thought, we mustn’t get 
distracted by the opposition from our primary task which is to continue to 
participate with God in his renewing work. Just as the Israelites were to trust 
God for victory in the present and the future and continue on their way to 
Sinai, we too must trust and stay focused on what we are called to do. 

There is, however, an important distinction to how we go about doing this 
that is evident in salvation history. Just as Joshua’s victory at Rephidim 
pointed to a future, complete victory, Jesus’ victory on the cross points to a 
future, complete victory over sin and death. However, where Joshua took up 
the sword, Jesus went to the cross. This has become our model of 
overcoming; service, self-sacrifice, turning the other cheek, and trusting in the 
plans and purposes of God. 

While we don’t want to overlook the story of Israel, we also want to 
remember how this story fits into the overall story of salvation and how we 
can find ourselves in it. To trust God and remain focused on his invitation to 
participate as we wait for the final fulfilment of all his plans. 
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Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time, and 
don’t feel in a rush to finish them. Often we can get lost in Bible study, missing 
God’s invitation to be shaped by what we read. The objective here is to 
engage in a conversation around a Biblical idea, and begin to consider its 
implications for our everyday lives. Where God might be inviting us to act. 
Take some time to pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead your time. 

1. Opening Discussion: The plans and work of God will always bring a 
response. What areas within our culture do we see positive responses 
and negative responses to the work of God? 

2. The Bible Together: Read Exodus 17:8-16 together aloud. Invite the Holy 
Spirit to open your eyes and ears as you read the passage. What stands 
out to you? What don’t you understand? What is God inviting you to do? 
What might you share with someone else? - Share your thoughts with the 
group, commit to exploring God’s invitation to you, and resist the urge to 
provide answers to all the questions others might have. 

3. In the story, it is the staff of God - representing God’s power - that is 
crucial to Joshua’s victory. Where do you see evidence of God’s power in 
your life? 

4. How does Jesus’ model shape how you respond to opposition? 

5. When we face opposition, it is easy to focus on it rather than God’s plans 
and purposes. What are the sorts of practices you can use to remain 
focused on God’s mission? 

6. Which areas of life do you feel pressure to focus on overcoming 
opposition, rather than trusting in God’s plans and purposes? 

Copyright: Gymea Baptist Church - 2019  4



Gymea Baptist Church: Resource www.gymeabaptist.org.au

Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each others’ answers to questions 5 and 6. Invite 
the Holy Spirit to help provide focus on God’s mission and trust in God’s 
plans and promises. Pray for areas where opposition may be experienced in 
your life and for God’s grace and wisdom in how you respond. 
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