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STUDY SERIES 
Week Nine: The Exodus - Marc Rader 

Bible 
Exodus 12:31-42 (NIV) The Exodus. 
31 During the night Pharaoh 
summoned Moses and Aaron and 
said, “Up! Leave my people, you and 
the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord 
as you have requested. 32 Take your 
flocks and herds, as you have said, 
and go. And also bless me.” 
33 The Egyptians urged the people 
to hurry and leave the country. “For 
otherwise,” they said, “we will all 
die!” 34 So the people took their 
dough before the yeast was added, 
and carried it on their shoulders in 
kneading troughs wrapped in 
clothing. 35 The Israelites did as 

Moses instructed and asked the 
Egyptians for articles of silver and 
gold and for clothing. 36 The Lord 
had made the Egyptians favourably 
disposed toward the people, and 
they gave them what they asked for; 
so they plundered the Egyptians. 
37 The Israelites journeyed from 
Rameses to Sukkoth. There were 
about six hundred thousand men on 
foot, besides women and children.  
38 Many other people went up with 
them, and also large droves of 
livestock, both flocks and herds.  
39 With the dough the Israelites had 
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brought from Egypt, they baked 
loaves of unleavened bread. The 
dough was without yeast because 
they had been driven out of Egypt 
and did not have time to prepare 
food for themselves. 
40 Now the length of time the 
Israelite people lived in Egypt was 

430 years. 41 At the end of the 430 
years, to the very day, all the Lord’s 
divisions left Egypt. 42 Because the 
Lord kept vigil that night to bring 
them out of Egypt, on this night all 
the Israelites are to keep vigil to 
honour the Lord for the generations 
to come. 

Sermon Outline 
On the 15th of Aviv, early in the morning Pharaoh summoned Moses and 
Aaron into his presence. Having just realised that the gods and goddesses 
that he represented were unable to protect the firstborn across Egypt – just 
as they had been impotent to protect Egypt from any of the plagues of the 
Lord – this is one last attempt to control the situation; summoning Moses and 
Aaron only to tell them that they can go! 

Finally, the Israelites are free to leave! And so they do, taking everything with 
them including the wealth of Egypt as they ask for, and receive, gold, silver 
and fine clothing from the Egyptians who are anxious for them to leave. 

There is, of course, one more change of heart in Pharaoh and one last 
confrontation on the shores of the Red Sea, but the narrator doesn’t rush to 
that climactic scene. Rather, he pauses to remind us of the promises that lead 
to this salvation and the purpose that this salvation leads to. 

There are a number of allusions (literary references) to the story of Abraham 
in 12:31-42 including numerical proof that Abraham’s descendants have 
become a great nation (12:37), are a blessing to the nations (12:38), were in 
Egypt as long as the Lord had said (12:40; see Genesis 15:12-16), and even a 
parallel to the enrichment that Abraham received in Egypt (see Genesis 
12:10-20). The people who are leaving Egypt are people of promise. They are, 
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also, saved for a purpose and this purpose is brought front and centre in the 
details that the narrator includes. For instance, the narrator twice tells us 
about the unleavened bread dough they brought with them (12:34, 39) before 
interrupting the narrative with more regulations about participation in the 
Passover (reserved for those who were circumcised), the festival of 
unleavened bread, and the consecration of the firstborn. At first glance, this 
information would seemingly be better placed in the law that follows (see 
Exodus 21-23) but is placed here to remind us of their purpose. These details 
are not a narrative detour but a reminder of the signs and symbols that the 
Israelites carried with them that set them apart as God’s people. They were 
to be a people set apart for God’s purposes to be a kingdom of priest; 
mediating the blessing of God to the nations. 

Promise and purpose are equally important to those of us who follow Jesus; 
we are saved as a result of God’s promise to restore and are saved into 
God’s purposes; to participate in his restoration plans. What has changed for 
us is that we no longer carry with us physical signs that set us apart. It is no 
longer circumcision, or food laws, or even religious observance that set us 
apart, but the character and virtues of Christ. There is an important reflection 
that needs to be made at this point.  

For the people of Israel the signs that set them apart to God’s purposes too 
often became signs that separated them from the rest of the world. The food 
regulations, rite of circumcision, and religious observance became marks of 
exclusion rather than inclusion.  

We are called to be set apart for God’s purposes of inclusion. The image that 
comes to mind is that of being locals in the kingdom of heaven. We are those 
who have are being conformed to the likeness of Jesus and becoming more 
comfortable in the kingdom of God. As locals we are able to help those who 
are looking for direction. In fact, we can be those who actively look for those 
who appear lost and offer to help them find what they are looking for. As our 
character becomes more conformed to the likeness of Christ we will be a 
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representation of the renewing work of the Spirit. This is the basis of our 
invitation to participate with God and the essence of our purpose. 

Just as the people of Israel were saved by promise and for a purpose, so are 
we. This begs the question of whether our character is being changed by the 
Spirit to become a sign and symbol that sets us apart as God’s people.  

Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time, and 
don’t feel in a rush to finish them. Often we can get lost in Bible study, missing 
God’s invitation to be shaped by what we read. The objective here is to 
engage in a conversation around a Biblical idea, and begin to consider its 
implications for our everyday lives. Where God might be inviting us to act. 
Take some time to pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead your time. 

1. Opening Discussion: How does our character, brought into conformity 
with Christ, set us apart as God’s people? 

2. The Bible Together: Read Exodus 12:31-42 together aloud. Invite the Holy 
Spirit to open your eyes and ears as you read the passage. What stands 
out to you? What don’t you understand? What is God inviting you to do? 
What might you share with someone else? - Share your thoughts with the 
group, commit to exploring God’s invitation to you, and resist the urge to 
provide answers to all the questions others might have. 

3. What are the promises of God that are important to you and why? 

4. How do these particular promises encourage you towards your character 
becoming more like Jesus?  

5. Are there any areas, attitudes, practices or perspectives in your life where 
the Holy Spirit has been inviting you to become more like Jesus?  What 
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are the challenges? If embraced, how would your life be a representation 
of the renewing work of the Spirit? 

6. We are all at various stages and seasons of our spiritual formation - it's a 
lifelong journey and we are lifelong learners. In light of what God has 
spoken to you about through this study, what would be your ‘next faithful 
step’? Is there anything that holds you back from taking that step? Is there 
anything that makes you excited to take this step? 

Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each others’ answers to question 5 and 6. Invite 
the Holy Spirit to bring grace, direction and the courage to become living 
representatives of the transforming power of Jesus. Pray for opportunity or 
insight for how these changes can be used for the purposes that God is 
calling you to. 
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