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STUDY SERIES 
Week Eight: Passover - Marc Rader 

Bible 
Exodus 12:1-11 (NIV) The Passover. 
1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron 
in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for 
you the first month, the first month of 
your year. 3 Tell the whole 
community of Israel that on the tenth 
day of this month each man is to 
take a lamb for his family, one for 
each household. 4 If any household is 
too small for a whole lamb, they 
must share one with their nearest 
neighbour, having taken into account 
the number of people there are. You 
are to determine the amount of lamb 
needed in accordance with what 
each person will eat. 5 The animals 

you choose must be year-old males 
without defect, and you may take 
them from the sheep or the goats.  
6 Take care of them until the 
fourteenth day of the month, when 
all the members of the community of 
Israel must slaughter them at 
twilight. 7 Then they are to take 
some of the blood and put it on the 
sides and tops of the doorframes of 
the houses where they eat the 
lambs. 8 That same night they are to 
eat the meat roasted over the fire, 
along with bitter herbs, and bread 
made without yeast. 9 Do not eat the 
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meat raw or boiled in water, but 
roast it over a fire—with the head, 
legs and internal organs. 10 Do not 
leave any of it till morning; if some is 
left till morning, you must burn it.  

11 This is how you are to eat it: with 
your cloak tucked into your belt, your 
sandals on your feet and your staff 
in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the 
Lord’s Passover.  

Sermon Outline 
We have come to the climax of the conflict between the Lord and the gods of 
Egypt represented by Pharaoh. This all began with Pharaoh’s question, 
“Who is the Lord?” and has been escalating since Moses threw his staff 
down at Pharaoh’s feet. The impact of the plagues has steadily intensified in 
their destructive capability until the final plague: the death of the firstborn 
across Egypt. 

We assume, even though the narrator says nothing about it, that across 
Egypt there was widespread appeal to the gods and goddesses until the 
Lord’s angel came and went unchallenged. The event is recorded in a single 
verse, “At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the 
firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, 
who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well.” (12:29). 

The greater interest is in the institution of the Passover meal. This receives a 
great deal more treatment than the plague itself. The Passover is established 
as a lasting memorial for the people of Israel. The people were to take a lamb 
and, on the fourteenth day of the month, kill and eat it with bitter herbs and 
unleavened bread, taking some of the blood and dabbing it on the doorposts 
of their homes. 

It is this meal, of course, that Jesus reinterprets on the night He was betrayed; 
taking the bread and the cup of the Passover and using them to explain to 
His disciples what was about to happen to Him. Jesus’ choice of reference 
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invites us to consider how the Passover shapes our understanding of Jesus’ 
use of it. 

The obvious place to start is the emphasis that Jesus puts on it – that in His 
body and blood he brings about deliverance from sin – but there are 
indicators in Exodus that there may be more going on. Consider the function 
of the blood in the Passover. There are two things that the blood is not. First, 
it is not magic. In other words, it is not the blood that saves the people of 
Israel; God spares them as He has spared them from the other plagues. It’s 
not as if the angel of death was allergic to blood or unable to pass it by! 
Magic is using the right words and right rituals to control and manipulate the 
gods (which is why it is an abomination to the Lord). Second, the blood is not 
sacrificial. There are no priests involved. In fact the lamb is to be selected 
based on how much the family could eat. 

Instead, we should see the blood as doing one thing in two ways. First, it 
marks the people of Israel as the Lord’s. They mark their homes as homes 
where God’s people live. This might be why the Lord says that the blood will 
be a sign to them (12:130). Second, and related, the placing of blood on things 
was used to consecrate them. In Leviticus 8 the tabernacle, as well as Aaron 
and his sons, have blood put on them to set them apart to God’s service. To 
consecrate something was to set something apart. In the Old Testament, 
people and things that were consecrated became holy; set apart for God’s 
purposes. 

So, we have a second aspect of the Passover meal: it was a deliverance from 
slavery and oppression, but it was also a consecration to a purpose. That 
purpose is explained later in the story, when Israel are at Mount Sinai (19:3-5). 
There we are told that they are to be a kingdom of priests; a nation who is to 
mediate the blessing of the Lord to the nations through teaching and 
demonstrating how to live in relationship with the Lord. This is the purpose of 
their deliverance. They are not only delivered from, but are consecrated to a 
purpose.  
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When Jesus takes the bread of the Passover meal He is then reflecting these 
two aspects too. The disciples are told about the deliverance from sin, death, 
shame, regret, etc., but shortly afterwards they are given the Holy Spirit and 
sent to the nations with the good news of the restoring work of Jesus. 

The people were to eat the Passover in readiness, and we too are called to a 
readiness to step into the purpose we have been given as a consequence of 
our deliverance. 

Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time, and 
don’t feel in a rush to finish them. Often we can get lost in Bible study, missing 
God’s invitation to be shaped by what we read. The objective here is to 
engage in a conversation around a Biblical idea, and begin to consider its 
implications for our everyday lives. Where God might be inviting us to act. 
Take some time to pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead your time. 

1. Opening Discussion: Is there any aspect of your life where you feel you 
have been set free, released or delivered from something, in order to do 
something else? For example, you may have received successful 
treatment from an illness, that has allowed you to work again, or seen a 
relationship restored such that your life now includes that person again. 
How has the release from the former situation impacted what you are 
now able to do in the present? Share your reflections with the group. 

2. The Bible Together: Read Exodus 12:1-11 together aloud. Invite the Holy 
Spirit to open your eyes and ears as you read the passage. What stands 
out to you? What don’t you understand? What is God inviting you to do? 
What might you share with someone else? - Share your thoughts with the 
group, commit to exploring God’s invitation to you, and resist the urge to 
provide answers to all the questions others might have. 
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3. The Passover meal’s significance is partly as a marker of deliverance. 
Jesus then picks this theme up in Matthew 26:17-30. What was God 
delivering His people from here in Exodus? What does Jesus highlight 
people are being delivered from in Matthew 26, and what have you 
personally been delivered from? 

4. Marc described the action of putting the lambs blood on the doorframes 
as consecration, setting something apart for God, or making something 
holy. But what is it about that act of consecration that God might desire 
from His people? What attitudes of the heart might God be seeking? 

5. Where have we been in danger of trying to use ‘Magic’ to control God? 
Where have we been certain of how we think God ‘should’ act, because 
of things we have done? What is the difference between seeking to 
control God, and being faithfully dependent on Him to act? 

6. What is God specifically consecrating us to do in His service? 

Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each others’ answers to question 5 and 6. Invite 
the Holy Spirit to inspire faithful dependance on God, and to let go of our 
desire to control Him. Then invite Him to lead you towards the place God is 
consecrating you to serve in.
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