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STUDY SERIES 
Week Seven: The Plagues - Marc Rader 
First Person Narrative 

Bible 
Exodus 7:25 - 8:15 (NIV) The Plague of Frogs. 
25 Seven days passed after the Lord 
struck the Nile. 1 Then the Lord said 
to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say 
to him, ‘This is what the Lord says: 
Let my people go, so that they may 
worship me. 2 If you refuse to let 
them go, I will send a plague of frogs 
on your whole country. 3 The Nile 
will teem with frogs. They will come 
up into your palace and your 
bedroom and onto your bed, into the 
houses of your officials and on your 
people, and into your ovens and 
kneading troughs. 4 The frogs will 

come up on you and your people 
and all your officials.’” 
5 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell 
Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with 
your staff over the streams and 
canals and ponds, and make frogs 
come up on the land of Egypt.’” 
6 So Aaron stretched out his hand 
over the waters of Egypt, and the 
frogs came up and covered the land. 
7 But the magicians did the same 
things by their secret arts; they also 
made frogs come up on the land of 
Egypt. 
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8 Pharaoh summoned Moses and 
Aaron and said, “Pray to the Lord to 
take the frogs away from me and 
my people, and I will let your people 
go to offer sacrifices to the Lord.” 
9 Moses said to Pharaoh, “I leave to 
you the honor of setting the time for 
me to pray for you and your officials 
and your people that you and your 
houses may be rid of the frogs, 
except for those that remain in the 
Nile.” 
10 “Tomorrow,” Pharaoh said. 

Moses replied, “It will be as you say, 
so that you may know there is no 

one like the Lord our God. 11 The 
frogs will leave you and your houses, 
your officials and your people; they 
will remain only in the Nile.” 
12 After Moses and Aaron left 
Pharaoh, Moses cried out to the 
Lord about the frogs he had brought 
on Pharaoh. 13 And the Lord did 
what Moses asked. The frogs died 
in the houses, in the courtyards and 
in the fields. 14 They were piled into 
heaps, and the land reeked of them. 
15 But when Pharaoh saw that there 
was relief, he hardened his heart 
and would not listen to Moses and 
Aaron, just as the Lord had said. 

Sermon Outline 
One of the most familiar sections of Exodus is the series of plagues that the 
Lord brings against Egypt beginning in Exodus 7:8. There are ten plagues, 
arranged in three sets of three plus the final plague against the first born of 
Egypt. We’ll deal with the last of these plagues in our next study. For now, I’d 
like to draw your attention to a few features of the plagues that may help us 
make some sense of them. We’ve already examined in some detail the 
strengthening of Pharaoh’s heart, but now we need to recognise an 
important feature of the plagues themselves. The significance of these events 
is not in the phenomena themselves, but in their connection with the gods and 
goddesses of Egypt and with Pharaoh, their human representative on earth. 
In Exodus 12:12 we have an explicit reference to what has been narrated to 
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that point when the Lord says, “I will bring judgement on all the gods of 
Egypt.” 

Consider, for example, the introductory sign that Moses and Aaron 
performed in Pharaoh’s court. Moses’ staff became a serpent. Now, we might 
think this makes sense because a snake is the same shape as a staff, but 
remember that several gods and goddesses of Egypt, especially those 
associated with the protection of the land and of Pharaoh were symbolised 
by a serpent. Pharaoh’s headdress had a rearing cobra on it! The first plague 
is against the Nile River which was much more than just the Egyptian source 
of life but was divinised. The second plague of frogs can be associated with 
a goddess of fertility that was represented by a frog. In these first three signs 
the Lord is making a point about whose protection matters, who is the source 
of life, and where fertility comes from. And while not all the plagues are 
easily connected with any one god a few of them seem too pointed to be 
anything other than a shot at the so-called gods of Egypt. Consider the 
penultimate plague, when darkness settles on the land. The god Ra, one of 
the most important deities in the Egyptian pantheon, symbolised by the noon 
day sun was powerless to penetrate the darkness the Lord sent on Egypt. 
And even if the other plagues are not as specifically assigned to a deity, the 
gods and goddesses of Egypt were, at the very least, supposed to be able to 
protect the land from hail storms, locusts, and other plagues. 

This points to perhaps the most significant reason for the plagues. The Lord 
was not just seeking to decimate the country, but to demonstrate His power 
and sovereignty over the gods and goddesses of Egypt (and of Pharaoh) in 
order that the people of Israel would place their trust in Him. This was a 
demonstration that there were no gods apart from the Lord and that He 
could care for them and bring them into the land of Canaan as He had 
promised.  

What’s interesting is that we don’t hear anything about the Israelite reaction 
or response to what is happening in Egypt. There is no more talk of bricks 
and we’re left to wonder if they continued to make them as the plagues 
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intensified. We are told that, beginning with the plague of flies, the Lord 
would deal differently with the land of Goshen, the region of Egypt where 
the Israelites live, and that the plagues would not touch God’s people. 

It isn’t until we come to the final plague against the first born of Egypt and 
the institution of the Passover meal, that we get any indication about how the 
Israelites are feeling about the Lord and His ability to save. As we’ll see, they 
are quick to obey the regulations set down for the Passover but, as we’ll also 
see, quick to assume that the Lord’s power is somehow limited. But we’re 
getting ahead of ourselves. For now, we need to see that these stories were a 
demonstration of God’s power that were to lead to the trust of His people 
over and against the gods they had known. 

Trust is what makes this such a foundation story for the people of God in 
every age. Trust is the response we are called to, but too often we struggle to 
trust God and turn instead to the people and institutions that everyone else 
trusts or that appear to be most trustworthy (e.g., wealth, our own strength). 
We are, therefore, asked if we will trust God in light of His power and glory 
revealed in Christ. 

Questions 
These questions are a guide for conversation. Please take your time, and 
don’t feel in a rush to finish them. Often we can get lost in Bible study, missing 
God’s invitation to be shaped by what we read. The objective here is to 
engage in a conversation around a Biblical idea, and begin to consider its 
implications for our everyday lives. Where God might be inviting us to act. 
Take some time to pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead your time. 

1. Opening Discussion: How did listening to a first person narrative sermon 
affect your ability to listen and learn? How did it impact you, and how 
easy did you find it to draw application from it? Share your reflections 
with the group. 
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2. The Bible Together: Read one of the plague accounts in Exodus 7:25-8:15 
together aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit to open your eyes and ears as you 
read the passage. What stands out to you? What don’t you understand? 
What is God inviting you to do? What might you share with someone 
else? - Share your thoughts with the group, commit to exploring God’s 
invitation to you, and resist the urge to provide answers to all the 
questions others might have. 

3. Marc highlighted how many of the plagues involved symbolism found in 
the Egyptian gods. For example the god of fertility was symbolised by a 
frog. How does recognising the contest between the gods change the 
way you understand the plagues?  

4. Looking at the plague accounts in Exodus 7:8 - 10:29, what do you notice 
about the nature and pattern of  Pharaoh’s response to the work of God? 
Do you notice any similarities in your own life? 

5. What are the things we are tempted to trust rather that God for all our 
needs? Why are these so tempting? 

6. Often past experience, the seeming failures of God to act, or other’s 
treatment of us, makes it hard trust God. What are the barriers to you 
placing more of your trust in God? How might you walk towards greater 
trust again? 

Prayer 
Take some time to pray for each others’ answers to question 6. Invite the 
Holy Spirit to bring healing to areas where your trust has been eroded, to 
lead you towards greater trust in God, and to help you be willing to walk with 
Jesus towards a life marked by trust.
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