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‘A Day At The Museum’ 
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It is the opening day of the Australian Exhibit at the National 

Museum. A grand “A List” Launch Party is held to celebrate the 
occasion. Following the performance of the Exhibition Theme Song – 
Australia Proud - by an excited group of school children, the guests 

leave and the doors close.  
The exhibition sits silent – or does it? 

Much to the surprise of the museum guards, Kerry-Lyn and Kelvin, 
some exhibits seem to be more ‘lifelike’ than others. 

Could it be that James and Margie are actually arguing over that gold 
nugget? 

Is the Kelly Gang truly rehearsing their ‘Bail Up’ routine? 
Did Captain Arthur Phillip really come prepared to play beach cricket 

on Australia Day? 
Join Kelvin and Kerry Lyn as they encounter Australian history ‘in the 

making’ from the First Australians through to Federation. 
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Running Sheet/1  
 
ACT ONE 
 
Set: The Museum Foyer  
 
Scene 1 
 
A school group has been invited to sing at the official opening of ‘Exhibit 
Australia’, at the National Museum. The children can be seen moving into choir 
formation. Their teacher, Mrs. Wells, is the conductor.  
 
Song One   Australia Proud  
 
Scene 2 
 
At the end of the song our two museum guards bid everyone farewell and close 
up the museum. 
 

ACT TWO 
 
Set: The First Australians Exhibit  
 
Scene 1 
 
Song Two   Heroes of the Dreaming  
 
Two indigenous Australian girls can be seen. One is holding a throwing stick, or 
‘nulla nulla’; the other girl holds a boomerang high in the air. Our two museum 
guards can be seen casually walking past the exhibit. They exit the stage as the 
two girls come to life. Ned Kelly also ambles past in search of his gang. After 
some talk about hunting prowess and such, Allambee throws her nulla nulla, then 
Barkana throws her boomerang. Two thuds, followed by grunts and groans of 
pain can be heard off stage. 
 
Song Three   The Rainbow Serpent  
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Act Two cont’d 
 
Scene 2 
 
Our two guards race back onto the stage holding the nulla nulla and the 
boomerang. They stare in disbelief at the exhibit which shows the girls, now 
standing without their weapons. They place them back where they belong and 
exit shaking their heads in disbelief. 
 
Reprise   The Rainbow Serpent  
 
ACT THREE 
 
Set: The First Fleet Exhibit  
 
Scene 1 
 
Captain Arthur Phillip is alighting from his ship onto the beach at Sydney Cove. 
Two members of his crew follow him off the ship carrying his esky, towel, suntan 
lotions, sunhat, thongs, beach umbrella etc. ready for an Australia Day outing at 
the beach. Already lying on the beach are three members of the Kelly gang – 
Dan, Steve and Joey. They are in their full armor. Kerry-Lyn, one of the museum 
guards, can be seen dusting and tending the exhibit. She exits to get some more 
polish from the cleaning cupboard off-stage. The exhibit comes to life. 
 
Song Four   Oz Day Out  
 
Scene 2 
 
When Kerry Lyn returns she cannot believe her eyes. The Captain and his crew 
have now set themselves up for a day of beach cricket. The Kelly Gang members 
can be seen fielding. She runs off in search of Kelvin. 
 
Song Five   By The Beach  
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ACT FOUR 
 
Set: The Early Settlers Exhibit  
 
Scene 1 
 
Museum guard, Kelvin, can be seen sitting on a seat to the left of the ‘Early 
Settlers’ exhibit. 
The exhibit comes to life when the guard takes off for a break. 
Ned Kelly ambles past, still looking for his gang. The three early settlers just want 
to ‘break free’ from the shackles of the exhibit. Georgiana steps outside the 
exhibit. 
 
Song Six   Wild And Free  
 
Scene 2 
 
Caroline and Elizabeth then work up the courage to free themselves from the 
exhibit. 
 
Reprise   Wild And Free  

 
ACT FIVE 
 
Set: The Gold Rush Exhibit  
 
Scene 1 
 
Song Seven   All That Glitters Ain’t Gold  
 
KerryLyn, enters to a darkened ‘Gold Rush’ exhibit. She is surprised to see a 
huge, bright shining gold nugget at centre stage. She rushes off to tell Kelvin of 
her discovery and the exhibit comes to life. 
Two gold prospectors are panning, the other is celebrating. The Kelly gang 
members, minus Ned, are also in the background. The prospectors discuss what 
to do with the nugget. The Kelly Gang offer to ‘help’. They take off their helmets 
to reveal rectangular patches of sunburn on their faces from playing beach 
cricket in the ‘First Fleet’ exhibit. They all help to lift the nugget from the ground. 
 
Song Eight   Uh-Oh!  
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ACT FIVE  
Scene 2 
 
The Kelly gang ‘assist’ by wheeling the nugget away – just as KerryLyn returns 
with Kelvin. She is astounded to find the nugget has mysteriously disappeared. 
 
Reprise   Uh-Oh!  

 
ACT SIX 
 
Set: The Eureka Stockade Exhibit  
 
Scene 1 
 
Our two museum guards can be seen adding the final touches to the exhibit. 
Behind this wooden structure is Peter Lalor, holding up the Eureka Flag. The 
guards exit after KerryLyn injures herself, resulting in Kelvin feeling a little faint. 
 
Song Nine   Stand Up!  
 
Scene 2 
 
Peter Lalor then delivers parts of his famous speech about the rights of the 
worker and their mistreatment by the troopers. Looking for an audience, he 
beckons for the Kelly Gang to listen to his speech, which is on a sound loop. His 
speech is interrupted when Allambee’s nulla nulla comes flying in from off-stage 
and knocks him to the ground. The Kelly Gang uses this disruption as a chance 
to escape. The guards return to find him slumped over the fence with the flag on 
the ground beside him. They fix the exhibit as if nothing has happened. Allambee 
runs on and retrieves her throwing stick. 

 
ACT SEVEN 
 
Set: The Kelly Gang Exhibit  
 
Scene 1 
 
Kelvin is moving amongst the trees of the ‘Kelly’ exhibit looking for KerryLyn. He 
is then, remarkably, ‘Bailed Up’ by Ned Kelly 
 
Song Ten   Bail Up!  
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ACT SEVEN  
Scene 2 
 
While Ned waits for his gang to appear, Kelvin sneaks away. 
The gang tries to work out their ‘Bail Up!’ procedure, with much disagreement 
about who gets to jump out first. Finally they get their act together. Unfortunately 
Kelvin left long ago. 
The nulla nulla flies on again and hits Ned in the back of his helmet. He barely 
registers its impact. 
 
Song Eleven  It’s The Kelly Show  
 
ACT EIGHT 
 
Set: The Museum Foyer  
 
Scene 1 
 
Our two museum guards are just about ready to finish their night-shift. They are 
seated in the foyer, when all of a sudden there is the sound of a huge gavel 
being banged three times to signify the opening of parliament. They stare at each 
other in disbelief. Then, the two huge museum doors open and from out of 
nowhere Australia’s first and second Prime Ministers, Edmund Barton and Alfred 
Deakin, enter the museum. KerryLyn and Kelvin are spooked and exit quickly. 
 
Song Twelve  Fed…Fed…Fed…Fed…Federation  
 
Barton and Deakin celebrate the Federation of Australia by bringing on each of 
the exhibits one at a time to a tumultuous applause from the audience. 
 
Song Thirteen  Raise the Flag  
 
Finis 

 

 
Note:           Symbol denotes sound effect or soundtrack 
   provided as CD or MP3 
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CAST/1  
 
MUSEUM VISITOR 
 
MRS.WELLS 
A school teacher with a musical flair. 
 
MUSEUM GUARDS 
 
KELVIN 
Your normal everyday museum guard just doing his job. 
 
KERRY-LYN 
Your normal everyday museum guard just doing her job. 
 
THE FIRST AUSTRALIANS EXHIBIT 
 
ALLAMBEE 
Young aboriginal girl.  
 
BARKANA 
Young aboriginal girl. 
  
THE FIRST FLEET EXHIBIT 
 
CAPTAIN ARTHUR PHILLIP 
The Royal Navy Officer in charge of the First Fleet. He later became the first Governor of 
New South Wales. 
 
ABLE SEAMAN BEN STAPLES 
One of the deck workers aboard the First Fleet 
 
ABLE SEAMAN KARL REES 
One of the deck workers aboard the First Fleet 
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THE EARLY SETTLERS EXHIBIT 
 
CAROLINE CHISHOLM 
Social-worker and community helper who used to be represented on the five dollar note. 
 
ELIZABETH MACARTHUR 
Wife of the John Macarthur who introduced merino wool to Australia. Elizabeth oversaw 
the family estates and successfully managed the family’s wool business. 
 
GEORGIANA MCCRAE  
A noted portrait and landscape artist of her time. 
 
THE GOLDRUSH EXHIBIT 
 
JAMES ESMOND 
Gold prospector – found gold in Clunes 
 
MARGARET KENNEDY 
Gold prospector – found gold in Bendigo 
 
JIMMY REGAN 
Gold prospector – found gold in Ballarat 
 
THE EUREKA STOCKADE EXHIBIT 
 
PETER LALOR 
The Irish-Australian rebel who had a leading role in the Eureka Rebellion 
 
THE KELLY GANG EXHIBIT 
 
NED KELLY 
The typical bushranger and leader of the gang.  
 
DAN KELLY 
Ned’s brother, also, a member of the gang. 
 
JOEY BYRNE 
Another member of the Kelly Gang.  
 
STEVE HART 
Another member of the Kelly Gang 
 
THE PRIME MINISTERS 
 
EDMUND BARTON 
 
ALFRED DEAKIN 
The first and second Prime Ministers of Australia 
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SCRIPT 
 

ACT ONE 
 
Set: The Museum Foyer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scene 1 
 
It is the beginning of ‘Exhibit Australia’. A school group has been invited to sing at 
the official opening. The children can be seen moving into choir formation. Their 
teacher, Mrs. Wells, is the conductor. Her choir preparations are directed at no 
child in particular, just toward the general group. Our two museum guards, Kelvin 
and Kerry-Lyn look on with interest, as they are waiting to close up the museum 
for the day. 
 
MRS.WELLS:  Come on, then, children, time is but a-wasting. Everyone is 

waiting to hear our little song. You all know your positions. 
That’s it! Four rows…..not thirteen rows! Good girl, Amy. If 
everybody was as attentive as young Amy Watkins, the job 
would be done yesterday. Come on…. A little bit closer 
together. Don’t you start pushing, Andrew. Yes! Boys, DO 
have to stand next to girls. I don’t care if you don’t like 
Rebecca, Jason…just stand there and pretend you like her! 

 
Mrs. Wells is starting to get a little riled. She has started to place the children 
where she wants them in a dominant manner. 
 
KERRY-LYN:  Go on, Kelvin! You organize them. You used to be a school 

teacher. 
 
KELVIN:  A long, long, looonnng time ago, KerryLyn. I don’t think I 

could. Kids aren’t the same as when I used to teach. They 
had a little thing called respect. 
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ACT ONE Scene 1  cont’d 
 
KERRY-LYN : Oh, don’t start up on that one again, Kelvin! Never mind! I 

think they’re about to start. 
 
The music starts up. Mrs. Wells bows and moves to the side of the children. 
 
Song One  Australia Proud  
 
END ACT ONE   
 

ACT TWO 
 
Set: The First Australians Exhibit  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scene 1 
 
Two aboriginal girls can be seen looking out into the distance.  
Allambee is standing with a nulla nulla (throwing stick) held high in the air.  
Barkana is about to throw a boomerang.  
Kelvin and KerryLyn are casually walking past the exhibit. They swing their 
torches as they walk. 
 
KELVIN:  Not much happening around the museum, at the minute, eh, 

KerryLyn? 
 
KERRY-LYN:  Just you keep a sharp lookout for anything that looks in the 

least bit strange, Kelvin. 
 
They both stop momentarily and glance at the exhibit. 
 
KELVIN:  Well, I can’t see them young girls doing anything to upset the 

apple-cart, even with their two ancient throwing weapons.  
 
They guards turn to walk away when Kelvin calls out. 
 
KELVIN:  Duck! 
 
Kelvin pretends that they are going to be hit from behind.  
KerryLyn hits the ground. 
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