Virtual War Memorial
for
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The Virtual War Memorial is built on the four pillars of education, commemoration, engagement
and accessibility. It was launched in 2014 with the goal of preserving and sharing the stories of all
Australians who have served in conflict from the Boer War to Afghanistan. We currently have over
650,000 individual profiles on the site and will eventually have approximately 1.8 million.

The Schools Program
The Department for Education currently funds a portal within the VWM, to meet national
curriculum objectives across the three education sectors and to promote a deeper
understanding of the impact of war on communities.
In the secondary schools program, students curate a profile, which is then published on the site.
Profile by profile a national memorial is being built that commemorates not only those who fell
but also those who returned, forever changed.
Although the program was initially conceived for secondary schools, there is a great deal of
scope and flexibility for primary schools to use the Virtual War Memorial in a way that will achieve
both curriculum and school objectives. Contact us: schools.program@vwma.org.au

Using the portal
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The education portal allows teachers to manage student/class contributions to the Virtual War
Memorial through the administration system. It allows them to monitor student progress, provide
feedback and control the publication of student work.
1.

Schools that wish to work through the education portal contact the Schools Program
Manager to set up a specific school page and school administrator.

2.

The administrator is then able to add groups and individuals.

3.

When published on the site, the projects appear as having been curated by individuals
(with parental permission) or by the school.
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4.

There is no standard contribution that a student or user needs to make. Their contribution to
individual profiles may include personal details, images, links, or documents. Students can
also contribute in a myriad of other ways including texts, posters, and audio-visual
presentations (Case Study 1)
Case Study 1 – Eva Thomson and her great grandfather Frank McLean (MM)
A primary school student at Avondale Grammar in
Singapore, Eva Thomson used the RSL Virtual War
Memorial to research her great grandfather, a veteran of
World War Two, who served in the Middle Eastern and
Pacific theatres of war. Her parents filmed her
presentation for inclusion in Frank McLean’s profile on the
RSL Virtual War Memorial.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

5.

Groups may include, but are not limited to:

Whole classes

Groups of students

Groups formed by the broader school community – eg. parents, associated volunteers
(See for example Case Study 2)

Case Study 2 - Comet Bay College
Comet Bay College is an independent R-12 school in Western Australia. Their close proximity to
the naval base, HMAS Stirling, means that they have a high proportion of children from Defence
families and, as a result, a Defence Transition Mentor (DTM) on site. The school and the DTM
have established a museum, an honour wall and volunteer groups, composed of members of
the school community. This volunteer group works on researching individuals associated with the
school who have served Australia in conflict.
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/schools/24
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Using the public system
Individual Profiles – students and classes can contribute to individual profiles through the
public system, in a similar manner to the school system. They will just need to register as a
user, with an email address and provide some details. Any information contributed to the
biography field will be published as a distinct entry with the user’s name.
You can search for people using the Find A Person search on the homepage or on the
People page. Use the filters on the left to narrow your results.
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people
Memorials - The Virtual War Memorial began as a database of memorials. It allows the
connection between names on honour boards and profiles of individuals. In this way, a
school memorial can be preserved for perpetuity with the stories behind the names
printed on wood or carved in stone appearing on our site.
You can search for local memorials using the map on the Memorials page
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/memorials
Places - Places can be used to connect all of the elements of the Virtual War Memorial to
create the stories of whole communities. They link individuals, memorials, and places such
as towns and cities (Case Study 3)

Case Study 3 – Violet Town
Violet Town is a small farming community in rural Victoria. Members of their RSL sub-branch have
been researching all of the individuals commemorate on local honour boards and in their
avenues of honour. Violet Town is a prime example of the ability of the Virtual War Memorial to
preserve the connections between individuals, families and communities. It allows names,
memorials and places to be linked to build a more complete picture of the impact of war on
communities, on those who were left behind and on those who returned.
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The Veteran Community
For those schools who would like to
make connections with their local
veteran community but have not
yet been able to, we are happy to
help. We can put you in touch with
local RSL sub-branches and/or with
care facilities run by RSL Care SA, at
Myrtle Bank and Angle Park.
Please do not hesitate to contact us
with your requirements in this
respect.
Opening of the Soldiers Home, Myrtle
Bank, 1917

Useful Resources
The education resources that have been developed thus far, are aimed at secondary school
and public users. However you may find them useful for upper level primary students, or for your
own research and use of the Virtual War Memorials site.
Please contact us if you would like us to support you in your work or if you need help to use our
site.
Email: schools.program@vwma.org.au
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