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Introduction 
 

Welcome to the Virtual War Memorial World War 1 Walking Tour! 

You will complete this Children’s University Learning Activity by undertaking a 2-4 hour walk to visit a number 

of war memorials across the city of Adelaide and answer questions along the way. The memorials on this walk 

were all constructed to commemorate World War 1 but if you keep your eyes open while you walk, you will 

notice other memorials dedicated to those who served in World War 2, the Boer War, the Korean War, or the 

Vietnam War along the route.  

The memorials highlighted in this tour give you a glimpse into the wartime experiences of South Australians 

during World War 1, at the front and at home in Australia.  

This walking tour begins at the Light Horse Memorial on East Terrace. You will then walk along North Terrace 

to the National War Memorial, down Kintore Avenue to the Torrens Training Depot and along King William 

Street to the Cross of Sacrifice. You will finish your walk at the memorial tree on War Memorial Drive. 

Walk with your parents or grandparents, an adult friend or family member and share your knowledge as you 

walk. Make sure you are wearing your walking shoes, have sunscreen and a hat. Have you got water, too? 

If you take a mobile phone or hand-held device with you, you can complete extra activities along the way by 

accessing the Virtual War Memorial site as you walk. You can make use of the free WiFi available in the city of 

Adelaide. You can read about the free city WiFi here: https://www.cityofadelaide.com.au/city-

living/welcome-to-adelaide/city-services/internet-and-wi-fi  

Alternatively, you can complete those activities when you get home and have internet access. 

NOTE - The walk may take you longer than 2 hours if you stop for a rest or if you spend time looking at the 

online resources as well as the actual memorials. Don’t forget to tell your CUA Coordinator how long it took.  

The completed booklet can be submitted to your CUA Coordinator in order to receive your stamp. Please ask 

your Coordinator to sign the final page in your booklet and return the signed page to us via email: 

schools.program@vwma.org.au  

If they prefer, they can post it to us: 

Manager – Schools Program 

Virtual War Memorial – Anzac House 

Torrens Training Depot, Victoria Drive, Adelaide SA 5000 

If you are unable to walk the trail, you may be able to answer many of these questions using the Virtual War 

Memorial site (www.vwma.org.au ). You can even see images of the memorials by using the Google map in the 

Explore-Memorials section of our site. Just zoom in to locate the relevant memorial. 

https://www.cityofadelaide.com.au/city-living/welcome-to-adelaide/city-services/internet-and-wi-fi
https://www.cityofadelaide.com.au/city-living/welcome-to-adelaide/city-services/internet-and-wi-fi
mailto:schools.program@vwma.org.au
http://www.vwma.org.au/
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If you are based in a country school, you may wish to design your own memorial walk around your town. Please 

contact us for information and support if you wish to do this as an activity: schools.program@vwma.org.au 

As you walk along North Terrace, you will walk past the State Library building. Many of the items in their 

collection have been digitised.  If you would like to know more about South Australia in World War 1, you 

might want to have a look at their digital collection and other resources via this link: 

https://digital.collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/nodes/view/11  

The State Library also has an excellent collection of photographs that you can access online via Flickr. Before 

you set off on your walk, why not have a look at some of these images? Go to: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/state_library_south_australia/sets/72157632937420680/#  

Would you like to know more about how children experienced World War 1 in South Australia? This State 

Library Guide will lead you to some interesting resources: http://guides.slsa.sa.gov.au/children_WW1  

The History Trust of South Australia also has an interesting site, ‘A World Away – South Australia’s War’ 

http://southaustraliaswar.com.au/ , where you can also find lots of information about South Australia during 

World War 1 and about the experiences of those who were left behind, as well as read about our service 

personnel overseas. Did you know that in September 1918, Adelaide school children were given a half-day 

holiday so that they could go and view tank demonstrations at Unley Oval? Or that His Excellency the 

Governor opened the artificial limb factory at Keswick on 23 September 1918? Have you heard of Alexandrine 

Seager and the Cheer-Up Hut in Elder Park?  

We hope that as you walk around the city and visit these memorials, you will think about the real, living 

people behind the lists of names – the men and women who have served our country. Think about those 

people who were parents, sons, daughters, brothers and sisters, husbands or wives. Think about the people 

they left behind, too. 

If you’d like to do more walking tours, you can download an App developed by the State Library. Read about 

it here: http://guides.slsa.sa.gov.au/walkingtoursapp       

        

 

 

  

“Names. Not men driving tractors across 

wide paddocks. Or sitting in front of classes 

of upturned faces. Out on a cricket pitch on 

a Saturday afternoon. Taking their sons 

fishing. Or their daughters to ballet lessons. 

Sitting on the verandah with their wives, 

watching the sunset, talking about the 

future.” 

Bomber Command 204, David Mattingley. 

Quoted in John L. Reid, Dear Grandpa, why? 

Reflections from Kokoda to Hiroshima. (Wakefield 

Press, 2018)  

 

 

 

Private Lovell Thornby MM, 5th Reinforcements, 16th Battalion. 

State Library of South Australia, B46130-4. 

mailto:schools.program@vwma.org.au
https://digital.collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/nodes/view/11
https://www.flickr.com/photos/state_library_south_australia/sets/72157632937420680/
http://guides.slsa.sa.gov.au/children_WW1
http://southaustraliaswar.com.au/
http://guides.slsa.sa.gov.au/walkingtoursapp
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Stop 1 - The Light Horse & War Horse Memorials 
East Terrace, Adelaide 

Features 
An obelisk is a tall, four-sided, narrow tapering monument which ends in 

a pyramid-like shape at the top. This memorial is an obelisk mounted on 

a pedestal and a three-tier granite base and concrete slab. The memorial 

is 11 metres high. On top of the obelisk is an electric light globe. It was 

once lit from sunset to sunrise but it no longer works. On the second tier 

of the base (on the right side) is a bronze plaque. 

Question: What does the plaque say?  

 

 

Question: What are the three places named on the Inscription? 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you find a grey granite horse trough located on granite blocks? It was designed to hold water for the 

working horses of Adelaide that still pulled carts and wagons around the city streets in the years following 

World War 1.  

A bronze plaque can be found at the rear of the memorial. It has an inscription and a verse from the Bible on 

it. 

Question: This trough was erected to commemorate the noble services of which animal in World War 1?  
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History 
The War Horse Memorial was designed by Mr Alfred Wells, a mason, who worked for W.H. Martin Ltd. It was 

unveiled in its original position on the corner of Grote Street and Victoria Square on the 30th of January 1923 

by Brigadier General Leane. It was moved to its present location on the 18th of April 1967.  

Did you know that 39, 350 horses served in World War 1? 

The Light Horse Memorial was designed by Mr. George Gavin Lawson, and unveiled on 5 April 1925 by 

Governor Lt. General Sir Tom Bridges. You can see a photo of the Light Horse Memorial in 1925 here: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/state_library_south_australia/8183555544/in/album-72157632821951459/  

A plaque was added 31 October 2002 on the 85th Anniversary of the Light 

Horse Charge at Beersheba to commemorate the passing of the last 

surviving Australian Light Horseman and the last surviving WWI veteran 

from South Australia, Private Albert Ernest Whitmore (1899-2002).  

 

Questions:  

Where is Beersheba? 

Where is Gaza? 

If you have a tablet or iPad with you, you can watch the ABC video clip about the Battle of Beersheba: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zfBM9rvIzk  

Secondary school students might like to read more about the charge of the 4th Light Horse Brigade at 

Beersheba on the Australian War Memorial site: https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/blog/the-charge-of-the-

4th-light-horse-brigade-at-beersheba  

Albert Whitmore (standing), Australian 
Light Horse Association. 

Trumpeter Arthur Leonard 

Birchett, State Library of 

South Australia, B46130-

379. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/state_library_south_australia/8183555544/in/album-72157632821951459/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zfBM9rvIzk
https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/blog/the-charge-of-the-4th-light-horse-brigade-at-beersheba
https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/blog/the-charge-of-the-4th-light-horse-brigade-at-beersheba
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Virtual War Memorial 

Do you have a mobile phone with you?  

If you do, go to the Virtual War Memorial site: www.vwma.org.au  

Type Albert Ernest Whitmore’s name into the Find a Person bar on the first page of the site. Look at his 

profile.  

Question: Where was Albert born in 1899? If you don’t have a phone with you, maybe you can look up 

Albert’s record when you get home.  

 

What happened to the horses at the end of World War 1? 

There are many stories about the fate of the 9,751 horses that survived the war in the Middle East. Some people 

think that they were all taken into the desert and shot by their distraught handlers. These stories were wildly 

exaggerated. The lighthorsemen were indeed upset that their faithful horses could not come home due to 

quarantine restrictions and logistics. Examination by veterinarians found a third of the horses to be too old, 

unsound or unfit to continue working, so they were destroyed, but the majority of the horses were redeployed.  

This means that they were sent to other battlefronts. The Australian Mounted Division horses went to the 

Indian 4th and 5th Cavalry Regiments, while the Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division riding horses 

went to imperial units. The draught horses were shipped to France.1 

Virtual War Memorial 

Follow the VWMA link to view the 2,406 names of those who served with the 9th Light Horse Regiment of 

the 3rd Light Horse Brigade. Three-quarters of those who served were from South Australia. 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/68  

Question: Other than Gallipoli, can you name one battle in which the 9th Light Horse Regiment fought? 

Question: What are the two colours of the of the 9th Light Horse unit colour patch?  

                                                           
1 Australian War Memorial, “They Shot the Horses, Didn’t They?” Wartime, 44 (2008) 
https://www.awm.gov.au/wartime/44/page54_bou/ 

Private Clarence John Hembury, State Library of 

South Australia, B46130-109. Served in Egypt and 

returned to SA in 1919. 

http://www.vwma.org.au/
https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/68
https://www.awm.gov.au/wartime/44/page54_bou/
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Stop 2 – National War Memorial Precinct 
Corner Kintore Avenue and North Terrace, Adelaide, South Australia, Australia 

The National War Memorial 
The front of the memorial shows the figure 

of the Winged Spirit of Duty made of 

Angaston white marble holding a 

Crusader's sword in his hands as a cross, 

symbolising battle and sacrifice. In front of 

the Spirit, is a bronze statue of three figures 

mounted on a grey granite pedestal. The 

figures are of a farmer with a plough, a 

student and a young girl looking up at the 

spirit.  

Question: What words are inscribed 

beneath the figures? 

 

 

At the back, in the arch, is the figure of a 

winged spirit depicting a woman holding a 

sheathed crusader’s sword in her right 

hand – the symbolism of the finality of war. 

The body of a naked man is cradled on her 

left arm; in her left hand she holds a 

wreath.  

Below the winged spirit is the fountain of compassion; a crowned lion's head dispenses water into a pool.  

Question: Which country has a lion wearing a crown as part of its coat of arms? (Hint: Australia fought for 

the Empire of this country in World War One.) 

On the left is an entrance to the crypt with bronze flagpole supporters above either corner, with another 
inscription. 

Question: Which three countries are listed on this inscription? 

On the right is a similar configuration with an inscription. 

Question: Which two countries are listed on this inscription?  

The National War Memorial, The Adelaide Chronicle, 22 January 1927. 
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You can read more about the Memorial here: http://adelaidia.sa.gov.au/things/war-memorial  

In the crypt, a sealed globe in an ornate ceiling, lights the room. 

Question: How many large bronze plaques adorn the walls inside the crypt?  

Question: Name three of the battles written on the plaques around the top of the walls.  

 

Virtual War Memorial 

Follow the link to explore the 5,522 names of individuals listed on this memorial. 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/memorials/48  

Question: 

Find the name of someone on the wall of the Memorial. Can you find that person on the Virtual War 

Memorial site, too?  

Write three things that you have learnt about this service person from the VWMA site: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

The Battalion Crosses 
Encircling the National War Memorial are a number of memorials from individual units and from other 

conflicts. Four of the crosses are from units that served in World War I. Walk around and look at the crosses.  

Can you find the World War 1 crosses belonging to the following Battalions? Tick the boxes as you locate each 

cross. 

 

(a) 10th Infantry Battalion – “The Adelaide Rifles” 

 3rd Brigade, 1st Division AIF  

This cross, in its natural colour is in the form of a Celtic cross except that the joining surround is not circular but 
straight. The lower left link is missing - the cross is in the same condition that it was when it was recovered from 
the battlefield in 1918. 

 

http://adelaidia.sa.gov.au/things/war-memorial
https://vwma.org.au/explore/memorials/48
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The inscription reads: 

 Sacred Memory 
Pozieres 
Killed in Action 
Officers NCOs Men 
10th BN 3rd BGE 
A.I.F.  
July 
August  
1916 
 

 

 

Question: 

What is written on the plaque on the left of the cross? 

Note - A Celtic cross usually has a circular surround that joins the two arms of the cross.   
 

Virtual War Memorial 
Follow the link to find out more about the unit and the 5,787 individuals who served with the 10th Australian 
Infantry Battalion 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/1  

Questions:  

What colours are used on the unit patch of the 10th Australian Infantry Battalion? 

 

 

Can you name two places where the Battalion fought? 

 

Design your own Celtic cross here 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/1


 

11 
 

 

(b) 27th Infantry Battalion – “Unley’s Own”   

7th Brigade, 2nd Division AIF 

This cross, in its natural colour is in the form of a Celtic cross. On the top of the cross shaft is the unit colour 
patch, a diamond with a chocolate top half and a blue bottom half.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The inscription on the circular part of the cross reads: 

After toil cometh rest 
To the memory of the Officers NCOs Men of the 27th Bn A.I.F. who fell at Pozieres Aug 4th 5th 6th 1916 

This cross was erected in France by the battalion in memory of comrades who fell.  

Dedicated 31st July 1938 

27th Battalion A.I.F. 
Pozieres 
1916 

 

Virtual War Memorial 
Follow the link to find out more about the unit and the 6,204 individuals who served with the 27th Australian 
Infantry Battalion 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/2  

Draw the colour patch of the 27th Battalion here 

and colour it in brown and blue when you get 

home.  

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/2
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Questions: 

There are 22 images of the 27th Battalion on the VWMA site. Look at the images on the right hand side of 

the Battalion’s page. 

Can you find a photo of troops preparing to leave from a railway station near their training camp in 

Adelaide?  

In which Adelaide suburb were the training camp and railway station found? 

 

(c) 48th Battalion – “Joan of Arc Battalion” 

12th Brigade, 4th Division AIF 

This cross is in its natural colour. At the top of the cross is the carved insignia of the A.I.F. Followed by the 
inscription: 

Australia 
In loving memory of 
Our Comrades 
48th Bn A.I.F. 

They died 5-15 August 1916  
POZIERES 

Question: 

This is the third cross to mention Pozieres. Where is Pozieres?  

Virtual War Memorial 
Follow the link to find out more about the unit and the 1,644 individuals who 
served with the 48th Australian Infantry Battalion 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/5  

Questions: 

The five Leane brothers all served in the AIF in World War I, along with six of their sons. Four of the family 

were killed in action or died of wounds. The family was known during the war and for long afterwards as 

‘The Fighting Leanes of Prospect’.  

Can you name the five Leane brothers? 

 

Can you locate anyone with the surname Leane on the actual War Memorial wall?  

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/5
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(d) 50th Infantry Battalion – “The Barrier Battalion” 

13th Brigade, 4th Division A.I.F.  

Built in the form of a Celtic cross by William Hill Brewster (3362), this cross is 
painted white with all details in black. It is inscribed: 

In memory of Officers, N.C.Os & Men 
of the 50th Battalion 
who fell in the counter attack which captured Villers Brettoneux on 24-25 
April 1918 

See The Pathway of Honour memorial to the 50th Infantry Battalion for more 
information about this Battalion. 

Question:  

In which country is the town of Villers-Bretonneux?  

What do we commemorate on 25th April?  

 

Virtual War Memorial 
Follow the link to find out more about the unit and the 2,574 individuals who served with the 50th Australian 
Infantry Battalion 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/6  

Questions: 

Look at the photographs of the 50th Battalion. Many of these soldiers were born overseas but fought for 

Australia.  

Can you locate the image of Jørgen Christian Jensen? 

Jørgen Christian Jensen was the 50th Battalion's only Victoria Cross winner.  

Where was he born? 

 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/6
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Other World War I Memorials 

The French Memorial 
The contribution that South Australians made in World War I had far-reaching consequences. Nowhere is this 

more evident than in the closeness of the relationship forged between Australia and France after the battles 

fought there. The French Memorial, a two-tiered block of granite unveiled in 1993 commemorates that link.  

The inscription reads: 

To honour the men and women of South Australia who gave their lives in France during World War I and 

World War II. 

 

The First World War plaque is on the side of the 

memorial. It is inscribed: 

 1914-1918 

Fromelles Bullecourt 

Hamel  Villers-Bretonneux 

Dernancourt Peronne 

Messines Mont St. Quentin 

Pozieres Bellicourt 

 

 

 

 

 

You won’t see this place on your walk, but you might recognise the statue in this image. It’s the South African War Memorial, dedicated 

to the South Australians who served in the Second Boer War of 11 October 1899 to 31 May 1902. The image shows The Bank of Thrift 

and the 1918 visit of General Pau from France. A cheque for £1,000, collected for the Children's Patriotic Fund, was handed to General 

Pau for the French Red Cross. State Library of South Australia, PRG 280/1/15/766.  
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The Lone Pine Memorial 
The Battle of Lone Pine was originally intended as a diversionary tactic to 

distract the Turkish troops from Australian and New Zealand effort to 

break out from the ANZAC perimeter.   

Read the inscription on the bronze plaque beneath the insignia of the AIF. 

Question: This pine tree is a seedling, related to the original Lone Pine. 

Where did the original Lone Pine grow?  

Read the inscription on the plaque. Approximately how many 

Australians were killed or wounded on 6th August 1915 at Lone Pine? 

 

Of the nine Victoria Crosses awarded to Australians on Gallipoli seven 

were won at Lone Pine. 

“Their name liveth for evermore” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd Lieutenant FH Semple: 

 

“You can imagine what it was like.  Really too awful to write about.  All your pals that had 

been with you for months and months blown and shot out of all recognition.  There was no 

chance whatsoever of us gaining our point, but the roll call was the saddest, just fancy only 47 

answered their names out of close on 550 men.  When I heard what the result was I simply 

cried like a child.” 

From: Gammage, Bill. The Broken Years; Australian Soldiers in the Great War. Canberra: Australian National 

University Press, 1974. p.87.  
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Stop 3 – The Pathway of Honour 
Kintore Avenue to King William Street 

After you leave the Memorial precinct, walk down Kintore Avenue, towards the River Torrens. Follow the 

Anzac Centenary Memorial Garden Walk, which runs along the boundary wall of the Governor’s residence.  

The Garden Walk links the SA National War Memorial on North Terrace with the Torrens Parade Ground and 

the Pathway of Honour. As you walk down Kintore Avenue, look at the images on the granite wall panels and 

read the inscriptions on the pavers beneath your feet. Etched into the granite panels are 1,020 markers, each 

representing 100 Australian service men and women who have died in conflict. 

Question:  

Can you find a Digger in a slouch hat on the wall? Do you know the name of the badge he is wearing?  

As you come to the end of the Garden Walk, you will see The Pathway of Honour on your left. Below the 

Pathway is the Torrens Parade Ground. The building on the Parade Ground is known as the Torrens Training 

Depot or Anzac House. It was built in 1936. The cannons outside the building were a gift from Britain following 

the Crimean War of 1854-1856. They were moved to the Parade Ground in 1901. 

The Pathway of Honour is a curved, sealed pathway running along the back 

wall of the Governor’s residence. It contains 26 monuments dedicated to 

various campaigns and units, with memorials being continuously added. 

There is also a monument to the nurses of the Australian Army Nursing 

Service (AANS) who served in Greece and other places. This monument 

was purchased by the Organisation of Hellene and Hellene-Cypriot Women 

of Australia (OEEGA) to thank the Australian nurses.  

Question:    

Can you locate six memorials that relate to World War 1?  

  

 
 

1. 

2. 

3.   

4. 

5. 

6. 
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(1) 7th Australian Infantry Battalion, 1st 

Division AIF 
Virtual War Memorial 

Follow the link to find out more about the unit and the 

5,465 individuals who served with the 7th Australian Infantry 

Battalion 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/65  

 

 

 

(2) Royal Australian Survey Corps 
 

The Australian Survey Corps was established in 1915 and gained the 

“Royal” prefix in 1936. Until 1996, the Corps supported the military 

through the provision of charts and maps for training and operations.2 

During peacetime, the Corps was also responsible for mapping over 

half of Australia.3 

Question: Name two places listed on the plaque where the survey 

corps worked. 

 

 

 
 

(3) 50th Infantry Battalion AIF 
Following the Gallipoli campaign, the 50th Infantry Battalion was formed from the 10th (The Adelaide Rifles) 

during the “doubling of the AIF”, a process to create two more divisions. Sent to France in 1916, the 50th was 

committed to and fought at the Somme, Pozieres and Mouquet Farm, where it suffered heavy casualties. In 

1917, the 50th was involved at Messines, in the Third Ypres campaign, including the battle of Polygon Wood, 

                                                           
2 “Australian Survey Corps/ (from 1936) Royal Australian Survey Corps,” National Archives of Australia CA 7122 
3 Cluff, C. (2015). “Celebrating the Legacy of the Australian Survey Corps,” ABCAbc 
http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2015/06/30/4264608.htm 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/65
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and at Passchendale. In 1918, the 50th was involved in the engagement of German forces at Dernancourt and 

at Villers-Bretonneux.  

 

Virtual War Memorial 

Follow the link to find out more about the unit and the 2,574 individuals who served with the 50th Australian 
Infantry Battalion. More than half of these men were wounded or killed. (720 killed and 1557 wounded 
according to the plaque.)  

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/6  

(4) 43rd Infantry Battalion AIF 
The 43rd Battalion was one of the last raised in South Australia and was housed at Morphettville racecourse 

until being sent in June 1916 to England for six months of training. In 1917, the 43rd fought a Messines and in 

the Third Ypres moving on, in 1918, to Villers-Bretonneux, Le Hamel and Mont St Quentin. 

 

Virtual War Memorial 

Follow the link to find out more about the unit and the 2,574 individuals who served with the 43rd Australian 
Infantry Battalion 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/64  

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/6
https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/64
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(5) 32 Infantry Battalion AIF 
Raised at Mitcham in August 1915, the 32nd Battalion was composed of two South Australian Companies and 
two that had transited from Perth, Western Australia. After being supplemented by a further West Australian 
reinforcement and ten more South Australian reinforcements, the 32nd proceeded to France, after having been 
attached to the 8th Brigade in Egypt. The battalion’s introduction to battle, an attack on the German forces at 
Fromelles, cost the 32nd almost ninety percent of its fighting strength, with 718 casualties. In 1917, the 32nd 
played a major role in the battle of Polygon Wood as part of the Third Ypres campaign. In 1918, the 32nd fought 
at Amiens and later in the attack on the Hindenburg Line at the St Quentin canal tunnel.  

 

Virtual War Memorial 

Follow the link to find out more about the unit and the 3,597 individuals associated with the 32nd Australian 
Infantry Battalion 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/4  

Question: Can you find two places that are listed on both the 32nd Battalion plaque and the 43rd Battalion 
plaque? 

 

(6) 10th Infantry Battalion AIF 
In addition to the 10th Infantry Battalion Cross in the National War 
Memorial Precinct, the 10th, also known as “The Adelaide Rifles” have 
a commemorative plaque at the King William Street entrance to the 
Pathway of Honour. 

One of the first infantry battalions raised after the declaration of war 
in 1914, the 10th suffered a fifty percent casualty rate as part of the 
covering force for the ANZAC landings at Gallipoli. In April 1916, the 
10th found them in the European theatre of war, having been transferred to Marseilles via Egypt. A period in 
the relative “safety” of “The Nursery” was swapped for engagement at Pozieres and Mouquet Farm, followed 
by Bullecourt and the Third Ypres. 

 

 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/4
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Virtual War Memorial 

Follow the link to find out more about the unit and the 5,787 individuals who served with the 10th Australian 
Infantry Battalion 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/units/1 

 

4 – Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander War Memorial 
Torrens Parade Ground, Victoria Drive 

 

Dedicated to Indigenous service men and women from the Boer War to the present day, the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander War Memorial is the first of its kind in Australia. If you have walked down King William 
Street from the end of The Pathway of Honour, you will need to turn into Victoria Drive and walk along a little 
way to find this memorial.  

Unveiled in 2013, this memorial recognises a part of war history that until recently has been largely ignored. 

Indigenous Australians served in every conflict and peacekeeping mission the country has been in, from the 

Boer War at the start of the 20th century to the present-day theatres of war such as Afghanistan. Indigenous 

people were not considered Australian citizens until 1967 and in the first half of the 20th century, Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islanders were actually banned from the armed forces. Many enlisted in spite of this and 

fought in World War 1. 

Tony Rosella, Lee-Ann Tjunypa Buckskin and Michelle Nikou designed this bronze sculpture. It shows a World 

War I male soldier and a World War II female nurse standing above a coolamon, a traditional Indigenous 

Australian holding vessel. The Rainbow Serpent surrounds the two figures. This creature is part of the 

Dreaming of many different Aboriginal peoples. In South Australia, for example, the Adnyamathanha people 

of the Northern Flinders Ranges tell a story to explain how the region’s geology and species originated. 

Photograph by James Fitzroy. 

Image available on the VWMA 

site. 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/units/1
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According to their story, Lake Frome was emptied of its water by the Rainbow Serpent Akurra when he made 

his way down Arkaroola Creek to drink. The people of the Tanami Desert in the Northern Territory also tell 

stories about a rainbow snake or serpent called Warnayarra. In other parts of Australia the snake is known as 

Wagyl, Wuagyl, Borlung, Kajura, Tulloun, Galeru, Yero and many other names.  

A walkway of honour leads to the memorial. It bears the names of those Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander 

men and women who served. 

At the official unveiling on November 10, 2013, former Governor General Quentin Bryce said of the memorial 

“It stands in noble testimony to the service of Indigenous personnel across Australia in peace and war.” 

You can search for the names of South Australian Aboriginal Service Personnel who served in World War 1 in 

the list compiled by Reconciliation SA: 

http://www.reconciliationsa.org.au/assets/media/files/RAVSA/RAVSA_WW1.pdf  

Virtual War Memorial 

To find out more about Australia’s first memorial to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander service men and 
women visit: 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/memorials/1792 

 

Question: 

Can you use your mobile phone to locate a story about the Rainbow Serpent?  

You can watch this short animation produced by Dylan Anderson and his team for a project at the University 
of Canberra that collected different versions of the Rainbow Serpent story. 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76bizcNc1RM  

 

Draw your own Rainbow Serpent here: 

http://www.reconciliationsa.org.au/assets/media/files/RAVSA/RAVSA_WW1.pdf
https://vwma.org.au/explore/memorials/1792
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76bizcNc1RM
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4 – Cross of Sacrifice 

Also referred to as the Women's War Memorial, the Cross of Sacrifice 
in the memorial gardens stands 11.6 metres high and is made from 
Tea Tree Gully stone from St Peter’s College quarry. The cross is set 
on an octagonal stone pedestal and two tier octagonal stone base. 
On the face of the cross is a bronze crusader’s sword. A later bronze 
plaque is affixed to the face of the lower base. The memorial was 
designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield, R. A. The architect was Sir Alfred 
Wells and the mason was Walter C. Terode, Unley. The bronze sword 
was cast by Bambridge Reynolds, London, UK. 

The bronze plaque reads: 

To the glory of God and the imperishable memory of the men who 

gave their lives in the Great War 1914-1920 

The tribute of the women on South Australia 

This Plaque replaces the original inscription on this cross of sacrifice 

and is dedicated to the memory of all who paid the supreme 

sacrifice in time of war. 

“Their Name Liveth for Evermore”  

ANZAC Day 1965 

History 
The foundation stone was laid on 4th August 1920 by Sir Archibald 
Weigall, and the memorial was unveiled on the 25th of April 1922 
by Brigadier-General Raymond Leane, the man who had led the 
attack and capture of a Turkish trench at Gallipoli, which later 
became known as Leane’s Trench.  

The Mercury newspaper from Hobart reported that the grey 
morning saw a “parade of a thousand returned soldiers” along 
with a “large procession of women” to the memorial gardens to 
attending the unveiling.4 At the laying of the foundation stone, the 
Adelaide Observer called on all women to attend, wearing white 
and carrying a bunch of violets, the original symbol of 
remembrance.5 

Question: Although violets were the original symbol of remembrance, which flower is now associated with 
the remembrance of war? (Hint: It’s red) 

                                                           
4 “The ‘Cross of Sacrifice’: Unveiling of Memorial,” The Mercury, 26 April 1922.  
5 “Women’s Memorial,” Observer, 7 August 1920. 

Unveiling the Cross of Sacrifice 1922, State Library of 
SA PRG 280/1/27/59 
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In 1915, the League of Loyal Women established a Women’s War Memorial Committee with the aim of raising 
funds to build a memorial for the South Australian men who died during the First World War. The Committee 
managed to raise £3,000 from the donations of 10,000 women.6 

Virtual War Memorial 

To find out more about the Cross of Sacrifice, visit 
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/memorials/52 

 

5 – War Memorial Tree & War Memorial 

Drive 
 

Planted on the 29th of 

August 1914 by Sir Henry 

Galway, Governor of 

South Australia, this 

English Oak was the 

state’s first memorial of 

World War I. It was planted twenty-five days after Britain declared war on 

Germany, and over a month before Australian troops were sent overseas to 

support the Empire. It may even be the first memorial tree to be planted for 

World War 1 anywhere in the world. 

Since 2009 TREENET has been collecting acorns from the War Memorial Oak to produce offspring of this oldest 

WW1 memorial tree for planting in new or restored Avenues of Honour. 

Five years later on the 30th of October, the Governor opened War Memorial Drive. At a cost of £1,000, War 

Memorial Drive took another six years to complete. The Advertiser reported the Governor as saying that “the 

avenue would be one more memorial to the glorious dead and he hoped it would be planted on both sides with 

trees as memorials to individual soldiers.” 7 

As a follow-up activity, could you design your own Avenue of Honour or Garden of Honour for 

your school? What sort of trees would you plant? Would you include plants like rosemary, 

poppies or violets? What about wattle trees? You might like to look at the Avenues of Honour 

website for information or ideas: https://avenuesofhonour.org/  

                                                           
6Catherine Manning, “Cross of Sacrifice”, Adelaidia, http://adelaidia.sa.gov.au/things/cross-of-sacrifice  
7 The Advertiser, 31 October 1919. 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/memorials/52
https://avenuesofhonour.org/
http://adelaidia.sa.gov.au/things/cross-of-sacrifice
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Your name: 

Your school:  

Your year level: 

Have you completed the walk and answered all of the questions to the best of your ability? 

Please ask your Children’s University Coordinator to sign your booklet. 

Signature: ______________________________________ 

Coordinator’s Name: ____________________________________ 

 

Your Coordinator can stamp your passport for you and allocate you 2-4 hours for completing this activity. 

Please advise your Coordinator if you spent longer on this task than the allocated 2-4 hours. If you stopped to 

look at the online resources while you were walking, or if you took a rest along the way, it may have taken 

you longer to complete the walk.  

Perhaps you designed your own Avenue of Honour when you got home? If you did, we’d love to see a picture 

of your sketch or design so please send us a copy. Or send us a photo of you on the walk! You can upload 

images to our Facebook page or email them to us: https://www.facebook.com/VWMASchoolsProgram  

[Please don’t use your full name on Facebook – just use your first name or use a pseudonym.] 

 

Please return this signed page to us via email schools.program@vwma.org.au  OR mail it to us at: 

Manager – Schools Program, Virtual War Memorial,  

ANZAC House, Torrens Training Depot 

Victoria Drive, Adelaide South Australia 5000 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/VWMASchoolsProgram
mailto:schools.program@vwma.org.au

