
 

VIRTUAL WAR MEMORIAL – DIGITAL STORYTELLING 

Digital storytelling is a multimedia approach to personal storytelling 

which may combine images, video, music and narration to tell a short 

(2-3 minute), focused story that typically centres around a few 

events in a person’s life.  

Great digital stories are based on strong narratives, so it is important 

to think about which story you want to tell about your person or 

event. Once you have undertaken research about your service 

person, you will have lots of facts and figures about their life and their 

service. Your job is to turn a small number of those facts into a unique 

narrative or story. 

In order to plan your digital story you need to think about the following things: 

• You won’t be able to tell the story of a person’s entire life in 3 minutes, so what is the focus 

of your story? Is it the person’s decision to sign up? Is it the town they came from? Is it 

something that happened to them on the way to the front? Is it a story about one of their 

belongings that was sent home to their family? Is it a poem they wrote or a letter they sent 

home? Can you break the story down into a series of key events or key focuses? You 

need to plan out your digital story. Why not create a mind map or storyboard? 

• Once you have your idea, you need to collect images and videos. To work out how many 

you need, aim to change the image every 3-4 seconds. Don’t forget about copyright laws 

– there may be copyright-free images that you can use, which you can access via the 

Australian War Memorial or via a museum collection such as Museum Victoria’s digital 

pool (http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/images). Use images with a Creative Commons licence, 

as many have on Flickr or WikiMedia Commons. For a Google Image search, go to 

“Advanced Search” and filter by usage rights. 

• You will need to write a script for your story. Digital stories typically last 2-3 minutes, so 

aim for a total word count of between 250 and 300 words. 

• If you are interviewing someone, ensure you get the 

appropriate consent. See the AWM’s guide: 

https://www.awm.gov.au/sites/default/files/Australian-war-

memorial-guide-to-recording-oral-histories.pdf.  

• Will you use music to create a particular mood or 

atmosphere? If so, you need to ensure you can use it legally. 

Search for online repositories of royalty-free music. 

• How will you put your story together? Your school may have 

video-editing software; if not, Windows 10’s Photos app 

allows you to create videos with sound and narration. Be 

aware: video editing often takes a long time. 

• You need to include a bibliography showing where you 

sourced your images and data. But you’re limited for time, so 

think about how you can shorten it. 

• Finally, when your video is completed, you can host it either 

on your school site or on a public site such as YouTube or 

Vimeo, and then add the link to your person’s VWMA profile. 

Use a title such as “Digital Story – YourSchool Year”. 
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