
 

 

 

5 Ws of Source Analysis 

  

5 Ws Your answers 

What 
What is the source? (e.g. painting, diary, newspaper article, 
etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Who 
Who created it? What do you know about them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why 
Why was this source created? Did the creator want to 
educate/inform, entertain, persuade/convince, make fun of, 
or frighten, etc) 
Who did they make it for/who did they think would see it 
(audience)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When 
When was the source created?  
What was happening at the time? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where 
Where was the source created? 
Where was it published? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


