Frances Taylor (nee Harvie)
(1925 - 2021)

Frances Taylor (nee Harvie) was a Women’s Land Army farm worker in South
Australia during WW!i



Introduction to Frances Taylor (nee Harvie) 128 words

Frances Roberta Harvie was born on 15%™ January 1925 and died on 28t™ March 2021, aged 96-years.
She was a young girl living in suburban Adelaide with her family in the 1940’s and at the age of 18-
years she answered the call to join the Australian Women’s Land Army (AWLA), signing up in January
1944.

Harvie would have assumed a role within her household that was expected of women during that
time, she’d contribute to household chores such as cooking, cleaning and possibly looking after
younger siblings or undertake unskilled work outside of the home.

After her service in the AWLA she met and married David Taylor and at the time of her death in 2021,
she was survived by her 4 children, 10 grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren.

Frances Taylor (nee Harvie) service to Australian Women’s Land Army during WWII 625 words

The Australian Women's Land Army was formed in 1942 in I\”V;}AL"WAB J0B...A HEALTHY OPEN-AIR LIFE!
response to the shortage of rural workers during World War |l
due to the deployment of men to the armed forces. Women in
each state of Australia were called upon to join the informal
‘land armies’ to fill the labour shortage. Recruits were
allocated to various types of farm work and also manual labour
in canneries and packinghouses, candidates were required to
be British subjects or immigrants from Allied nations and to be
between 18 and 50 years of age. Land Army women worked
48-hour weeks and were either paid the industry award rate,
or else 30 shillings (equivalent to 35 cents) a week with board
and keep.

Women were keen to join the armed services, but the
Australian Women'’s Land Army had less appeal. In an attempt
to boost recruitment, government produced colourful posters
showing peaceful rural scenes.

These promotional campaigns had little impact and the
Women'’s Land Army remained the ‘poor relation’ of the Figure1 ‘

Women'’s Auxiliary Australian Air Force and the Australian R ATy RS iEE A, 2943
Women'’s Army Service. Most recruits to the Australian Women's

Land Army were unfamiliar with the rigours of farm life and manual work.

In Figure 2, this document is of her AWLA Service Record Book which
details her name, address and next of kin at the time or recruitment.
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Harvie worked at various rural properties in South Australia as part of the Australian Women’s Land
Army, including appointments in Lucindale in May 1943 — June 1944, Morphett Vale in July — August
1944, Plympton in September 1944, Frances in October 1944 — October 1945 and Lucindale in

October — December 1945. Her service offered opportunities to defy some established social
conventions of the time.
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Farm girl, Frances Taylor, ca. 1943
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( The diary excerpts talk about daily life on a rural property with early starts, hoeing the garden and

paths, making butter, catching sheep to slaughter. Despite the long hours, very physical labour, and

poor wages many former Land Army members have described their time with this force as enjoyable.
It gave urban women an opportunity to experience rural life.

Frances Taylor’s final diary entry records her sadness at leaving the family and friends she had
worked with,
Tuesday 18 December 1945. | really was sorry to leave this time. They all took me to Naracoorte
to catch the train, and | didn't want to go a bit. You can't hold back Time though | often wish
you could on many occasions. Salva gave me another packet of cigarettes with "no fichettaio
foto" pathetically written on the top and "gubai" on the bottom, Ray took our photos. and
teased me much about his feeling 'de trop' and | would have time just to go and say a proper

goodbye. Very sad. Goodbye Southeast. Will | ever see you again- The end of the second phase
of my life-?

In analysing this primary source of information, it gives an insight into the valued experience Harvie
had during her time in the AWLA, with the deep connections she made with the land-owners as well
as building valuable work skills she would have otherwise never been able to achieve.



Frances Taylor (nee Harvie) - life after WWII
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It appears from this letter of recommendation CERERTMENT. SF LASEUS Ah NAH‘DML boepetin
that Frances Taylor (nee Harvie) applied to
work at the Adelaide Hospital after completing
her service in the Australian Women’s Land
Army during WWII.
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Although it is unclear of the role Harvie was
seeking to undertake, it is evident from the
letter that the State Superintendent of the
AWLA was impressed by her diligent recruit ot ot o
with a personal conversation with the Matron mlatedy St o5 Crust ERRt S nave apiecs’ an
at the Hospital. It has a personal tone
throughout which possibly reflects an
admiration and respect she had for Frances,
wishing her ‘very kind regards’.

Harvie met and married her husband David
Taylor, they had 4 children together and
became grandparents to 10 and great-
grandparents to 6 during their long life
together. Frances survived her husband by 12-
months, passing away in March 2021.
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A letter dated 28 April 1945, from Dorothy Marshall, State
Superintendent, AWLA as a recommendation for Frances to work at
the Adelaide Hospital after her time in the Women's Land Army.

Frances Taylor (nee Harvie) — characteristics of the ANZAC spirit 630 words

The Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) spirit was initiated during World War | (WWI)
when soldiers from both countries formed part of the allied expedition that set out to capture the
Gallipoli peninsula. On those beaches in the early hours before dawn began as the exemplar for
mateship and perseverance that would be known for generations to come as the ‘ANZAC Spirit’.

Australia’s domestic effort during WWIl involved much more than active efforts of those involved on the
frontline as part of the Australian Defence Forces. War brought major disruption to agriculture and food
supplies in Europe, Britain, and Australia and along with concerns Australia had with experiencing a
concurrent drought at the time a post-war famine was of significant concern. In the face of this the
AWLA was born — providing an essential contribution to food production across Australia during the war.

In October 1942 the Minister for Labour and National Service, recommended improving the status of
the AWLA and in January 1943 Cabinet endorsed the status of the Australian Women’s Land Army as
an "official fourth service". The organisation was to be formally constituted under the National
Security Regulations, however a final draft of these regulations, was not completed until 1945, and
was not acted upon before the end of the war and the demobilisation of the AWLA. As a result,
members of the AWLA were not accorded the same benefits as members of the other women'’s
services who served as part of the Australian Defence Forces.
(https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/homefront/land army). Unfortunately, recognition
of the significant contributions of the AWLA during WWII were not recognised at the time and for a
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long time after and these women were not attributed the same veteran benefits as their military
serving female counterparts.

Although Frances Harvie was not deemed to be part of the Australian Defence Force through her
commitment to the AWLA during WWII, she displayed the attributes of the ANZAC spirit of
characteristics of perseverance and mateship as a dedicated worker and companion. She received
correspondence from Dorothy Marshall, AWLA Superintendent commending her for upholding ‘the
traditions of the Land Army ideals’ highlighting her commitment to the role and perseverance for
undertaking long days of manual labour in adverse conditions. The deep connections she made with
land-owners as well as other workers is evident in the primary resources available from the time — these
support her identifying with the ANZAC spirit and upholding the characteristics of mateship and
perseverance (https://digital.collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/nodes/view/4138#idx39942). The AWLS had to
fight for acknowledgement for its wartime contributions to Australia, and it was not until 1981 that
they were granted acceptance to march on ANZAC Day.

It seems the efforts of the AWLA were largely overlooked until finally in 2012, Prime Minister Julia Gillard
invited women from the AWLA to attend a dinner at Parliament House in Canberra, where she gave a
speech, certificates, and brooches to acknowledge and thank these women for their contribution to
their country. In her speech Ms Gillard said,
You went to take up work of the men who had left for the front. Some of them were your fathers,
brothers, or even sons. Now, | know a thing or two about working in a traditionally male domain.
But the life I've been privileged to lead is only possible because women of courage like you were
there first; in the tough years, the desperate years, when the nation faced its ultimate test. A new
generation will learn of the remarkable things you did and the remarkable women you are. So
today, on behalf of all Australians, | thank you for your generosity and your service. The Australian
Women’s Land Army has achieved a lasting place of honour in the history of our nation. May it be
celebrated — truly celebrated — for many years to come.

Frances Taylor (nee Harvie) - Research Process 289 words

| started my research by looking at the less obvious aspects of World War Il and those who contributed
to Australia in roles other than serving as part of the frontline defence of our country. Clearly wartime
had significant impacts on everyone involved, but the impact on those left at home are often not as well
documented when the focus is on soldiers who are losing their lives in battle.

In researching this topic, | found limited resources to support the efforts and contributions of the
members of the AWLA in contrast to the significant acknowledgement bestowed upon combative war
efforts. Therefore, | spent a lot of time looking through different websites about various defence force
veterans and their wartime experiences before | remembered previously learning about the Australian
Women'’s Land Army and their significant contributions during wartime.

| initially focussed my research using the Virtual Australian War Memorial website, but once | chose the
Australian Women’s Land Army there was not any resources available on this site, so | needed to further
my investigation. Upon looking at a few other sites, especially the State Library South Australia, Digital
Collections | found a South Australian woman on which to focus my research, who lived in Unley Park

(not too far from Mitcham Girls High School) and utilised various primary resources to support my
research.

| was fascinated by the story of Frances Taylor (nee Harvie) and found the copies of photographs, her
service record book, and letters to add a sense of connectedness and authenticity to the research
process. Unfortunately, | was unable to find any information about her prior to her joining the AWLA and
limited information beyond the disbandment of the assaciation at the conclusion of WWII.
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