
The Model Railway 

 
When the Whyalla Maritime Museum was opened back in 1988, the Whyalla City Council 
purchased a model railway layout from Mr Stan Mansell.  It was predominantly British scenery, with 
European rolling stock and locos.  Over the years, most of the locos had been replaced with 
Australian and American diesel locos pulling Australian rolling stock through an English 
countryside.  The original layout was 18 x 6 metres and had more than 675 metres of track.   
 

 
The original layout of the Model Railway 

 
The layout, being over 30 years old, had deteriorated and required extensive remodelling.  In the 
year 2000 the original layout was removed and the Whyalla Model Railway Society commenced 
the remodelling of the railway.  After many years of hard work the model railway was officially 
reopened on 22 December 2004.  The new layout was established from scratch and represents the 
real country along the railways to and from Whyalla, Iron Knob, Port Augusta, Snowtown and 
Adelaide.  The remodelled railway has relevance and meaning as it features scenery and trains 
representing the local areas and landscapes.  
 
The railway is one of the largest HO gauge model railways in Australia.  The new layout has 2 tiers 
of track, and can be viewed from 2 sides.  There are 4 separate layouts in the overall design, which 
have a uniquely South Australian flavour.  The first is a representation of the Iron Knob mines and 
the Steelworks, with the connecting tramway.  The second section models part of the road 
between Whyalla and Port Augusta, showing the original Morgan-Whyalla pipeline and the tanks at 
Lincoln Gap, ending where the railway enters the road overpass. 
 

   
 



There are BHP hoppers and locos running on the track between Whyalla and Iron Knob, empty 
trains out and full trains back to Whyalla.  Steel and freight trains run both ways between Whyalla 
and Port Augusta. 
 
The 2 levels on the other side of the layout feature the Flinders Ranges in springtime, a complete 
contrast to the first side.  Running along the foot of the Flinders Ranges, we have the Ghan, the 
Indian Pacific and the Overland, plus assorted freight trains, going in opposite directions. 
 

   
 
As well as watching the trains moving around the track, visitors also delight in ‘spotting’ the 
miniature animals which feature in the landscape.  A drover on a horse is rounding up sheep, with 
the help of his sheepdogs.  There are also emus and kangaroos dotted around the landscape, 
while only the eagle- eyed observers can find the rabbits.  The animals are miniature to us, but of 
course are in proportion with the scale of the model railway. 
  
The Whyalla Model Railway Society have spent years on the remodelling of the railway and will 
continue to improve and maintain the railway in the years to come.   
 


