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Silverton is essentially an abandoned settlement. It
was the Iargest township to exist in the Barrier Ranges

before the discovery of the Broken Hill field in 1BB3 and

was the first significant settlement established in this
isolated area of New South Wales.

The first discoveries of silver in the Barrier Ranges

were made inLB76; in 1BB2 silver mines were
established at Umberumberka and smelters were
established at the Daydream Mine about 1Skm to the
northeast. Silverton served as a commercial centre for
these early mines which all had ceased operation by
L894.

The township was surveyed in 1883. By the end of
7BB4,the number of inhabitants had reached 1,745
with a district population of 4,000, Silverton was
proclaimed a township on 20th March, 1BB5 and the
Silverton Municipal Council was formed in 0ctober of
1886, holding its inaugural meeting in fanuary 1BB7 in
the Municipal Chambers which survive today.

Silverton became linked to the South Australian
railway line by the Silverton Tramway Company which
ran from Silverton to Broken Hill and was opened on
12th fanuary, 1BBB.

With the establishment of Broken Hill, Silverton's
fortunes fell into decline and from 1886 slowly
decreased. The Municipal Council ceased operation in
1899 and from that time on, Silverton became under
the direct control of the Government of Sydney and

this continues today with the Department of Lands and
Water Conservation being the responsible authority for
the area.

Today, Silverton has a population of less than 60

people and very few building structures remain to
indicate its early prominence. The township
demonstrates to visitors the nature of early mining
settlements and the effect of the harsh inland climate
on pioneer endeavour. The town provides an intense

cultural tourism experience for visitors.

HE,RITAGE WALKING TRAIL
.Walking time, approx. 2 hrs. 'Dogs Prohibited on trail.

.Carry water. .Ple&se return rubbish to lown bins.
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