


T[e Pruiecl Begin$...
SinCe CUnnamUlla anathe Paroo Shire's settlement

in the 1860's with the taking up of Cunnamulla Station
primary industry has always been the mainstay of the
community, in particular sheep and cattle.

Never was this more so than in the 50's and 60's when
Australia was riding on the sheep's back, wool was pound

for pound and cattle were worth their weight in gold.

This vibrant era provided endless employment
opportunities for young lads just
out of school when most
finished at year eight to work on
the sheep and cattle stations.

These young fellows many onlY

15 or 16 worked long hard
hours from sun up to sun down
often seven days a week
mustering sheep, chasing
scrubbers and breaking in

horses. At the end of a hard
days work they would squat
around the campfires on their
saddles or swags yarning about
the days events.
The town was booming as the
large properties employed so
many men. When they came to

town the pubs would overflow and these young fellas could
be seen squatting around the streets in the classical pose.

It was around this time that Stan Coster wrote the song the
Cunnamulla Fella, later immortalized by the
late Slim Dusty .The lines from the song that refer to the
Cunnamulla Fella are:

The winning sketch by
Mike Nicholas

"Well I'm a scrubber runner and a breaker too,

I live on damper and wallabY stew,
l've got a big cattle dog with a staghound's cross,

I never saw the scrubber he couldn't toss,
Cause l'm the fella from Cunnamulla

Yes l'm the Cunnamulla Fella"

As a tribute to all these young fellas who worked the land
and the late Slim Dusty a project by the Paroo Shire
Council, which has taken two years to bring to completion,
came to an end as the Cunnamulla Fella was unveiled to
the public Friday 18 November, 2005.

The idea to turn a folk legend into a reality was first
accepted by the Council late 2003 when it was decided to
run a nation-wide competition asking those interested to
sketch up in any medium their vision of the Cunnamulla
Fella. lt was felt if such a project could be brought to
completion it would be a fitting tribute to the late Slim Dusty
who together with his family and band members had
performed in Cunnamulla many times over the years.
ln fact many Slim Dusty fans were broken hearted at the
news of his death and requested Council to do something
in memory of Slim.The town had earlier sent a condolence
book signed by hundreds of residents to Slims widow Joy
McKean and family.



The Council received around 50 entries in the art
competition from all over the country with many varied
images of what the Cunnamulla Fella may look like.The
winner however, chosen by Council in early April 2004 was
of a young squatting stockman after a
hard days work, sketched by Michael
Nicholas from Brisbane, who also has
strong family connections with
Cunnamulla.

Mike had worked in Cunnamulla as a
Policeman in 1960 and witnessed for
himself the way of life in western
Queensland. Mike Nicholas was born
in 1942. For the last 30 years of his life
he has consistently worked in
establishing a reputation as an environmental painter,
concentrating mainly on the subject of birds within the
landscape. Prior to becoming a Iull{ime artist, Mike worked
in a number of positions including coal mining and the
Queensland Police Force.
It is due to these occupations and their postings in remote
areas that Mike developed his affinity with Australia's
desert country and the flora and fauna within those
environs.

His work has been known throughout Australia for many
years with exhibitions on the program of 'Artists in Parks'
and he completed his residency at Girraween National
Park in the state's South East. The release of the book I

Love a Sunburnt Country in 1996, which contained a
series of paintings by Mike to accompany the poem My
Country by Dorothea MacKellar, proved to be very
successful. The book won it's way into the hearts and
homes of many people within Australia and overseas.

ln 1997 and again in
1999 there were
journeys to England
for both study
purposes and
commission work.
At times during his
career Mike has
been commissioned
to paint portraits for
numerous individuals and organisations. The most recent
of these has been the Queensland Government in 20OO
involving the portrait of former Premier of Queensland the
Honourable E.G. Theodore. The portrait was unveiled in
2001 at Parliament House. A total of nine Premiers have
now been painted for Parliament.

ln the private sector Mike's work has been purchased by
many companies. There are many other
collections both in Australia and overseas
which Mike's work grace as well as being
hung in many resort developments and
private collections including those of
former Prime Minister Robert J. Hawke,
former Premier of Queensland Sir Joh
Bjelke-Petersen, former Brisbane Lord
Mayor Sally-Anne Atkinson and the
famous collection of Sir Leon and Lady
Trout.

The Sculptor Archie St Clair was Territory born and bred
and from his early teens he had been involved with the
cattle industry, amongst other things, as a ringer, stockman,
rodeo rider, bull catching, competing in work
championships, station manager and helicopter mustering
contractor.

For the past several years he has been perfecting the art of
bronze sculpturing both here and in the United States of
America specializing in monuments and outback heritage
related pieces. For most of his life Archie has been
producing various forms of artwork including sculptures,
carvings, engravings, drawings, jewellery and furniture. He
has spent the majority of his time over the past three years
in the United States of America, Mexico and Europe
working for foundries producing sculptures from miniatures
to larger than life size.



During those two days in the Mall thousands of people had the
opportunity to be photographed with him, read the story of the
Cunnamulla Fella and learn more about where he was destined
to travel to and more about Cunnamulla and the Paroo Shire.

Archie flew from Dallas, Texas, arriving in Brisbane Friday
morning to be present to explain to interested passers-by the
story of the Cunnamulla Fella and how he had constructed him.

Artist Mike Nicholas who won the competition to depict the
Cunnamulla Fella dropped down to the Mall to meet with the

creator of the statue Archie St Clair.

On to Cunnamulla

The Cunnamulla Fella arrived home via St. George Freightlines

on Tuesday 18 October, 2005, and after finishing touches by

Archie, volunteers and Council work staff was displayed on the
lawns of the Shire Hall in the centre of town.

On the site where the Cunnamulla Fella now stands, as a tribute
to all the hardworking stockmen and to Slim Dusty, Stan Coster
and others, once stood the New Western Hotel and the public

bar where many of the men he honours enjoyed a cold one.

Some of these include:

' A one and a half times life sized bronze statue of a Hopi

lndian Woman in Sante Fe N.M.

' A one and a half times life sized bronze statue of Mickey
and Minnie Mouse with Walt Disney for Disnleyland
located in the front entry of the castle.

. Some large bronze dolphins for a private collection.

'The Pioneer, a one and a half times life sized monument
located in Katherine N.I

The sculptures Archie has undertaken, which are
presently featured and for sale in various galleries in the
United States of America, Austria and the United
Kingdom, have been smaller in size to suit display in a
home. ln February of 2005 Archie arrived in Cunnamulla
and signed an agreement with the Paroo Shire Council to

create a twice life size statue of the Cunnamulla Fella from

the original drawing of Mike Nicholas.

Project nears completion
On Monday 10 October the completed Cunnamulla Fella

statue was transported from the City of Grapevine Texas,

where he was created, to Brisbane where with the
permission and help of Brisbane City Council was
displayed for two days in the Queen Street Mall.
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