
Deeper Treads give you longer lasting 
safe grip in wet conditions

Today, some manufacturers are reducing the tread groove depths of 4WD tyres. 
The trouble is, as the depth of your tyres’ tread decreases, the more grip you 

lose and the longer it takes for you to stop, especially in the wet.
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Tread Depth VS Braking Distance
Tested at 80kph, this graph shows the wet stopping distance in comparison to the tyre tread depth.

Braking Distance (metres)

With 8.0mm of tread depth a vehicle stopped, on average, at 
25.8 metres

With 3.0mm of tread depth a vehicle stopped, on 
average, at 31.7 metres

With 1.6mm of tread depth a 
vehicle stopped, on average, at 
39.5 metres
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The chart (above) is based on tyres tested at tread depths of 
8mm down to the 1.6mm legal limit, and demonstrates how 

decreasing tread depth dramatically increases the wet weather 
braking distance of a vehicle, especially as tread depth wears 

down below 3mm.

Tread depths of new Cooper Tires range from 8.7mm 
(Compact AWD tyre size) up to 18.3mm (largest Cooper 
Tire size), depending on size and tread pattern. For 
example, a popular large 4WD tyre size has a tread 
depth of 13.1mm. Cooper Tires give you up to 30.3% 
more overall tread depth, with shoulder grooves that 
are up to 46.3% deeper than many tyres that come 
factory-fitted with new vehicles.

With your safety in mind this means, with the extra 
tread to wear down to the 1.6mm legal limit, Cooper 
Tires will give you safe grip for longer during the life of 
your tyres.

Data source: Courtesy of the British Rubber Manufacturers’ 
Association (UK). Tests carried out by independent experts, the 
Motor Industry Research Association (UK).


