
 

  

 

Tuesday 14 June 2016 
 
Minister for Transport Stirling Hinchliffe 
  
Budget delivers cheaper flights for Far North Queensland locals 
 
Queenslanders living in remote Cape York and outlying Torres Strait island communities will 
continue to access affordable airline flights following the successful trial of the Local Fare 
Scheme.  
 
Minister for Transport Stirling Hinchliffe said the Palaszczuk Government’s 2016-17 Budget 
commits $3.7 million to continue the popular airfare scheme axed by the former LNP 
Government.  
 
“The Palaszczuk Government’s new-look Local Fare Scheme has been a soaring success, 
with 3744 passengers accessing the scheme during the 12-month trial,” Mr Hinchliffe said. 
  
“The Palaszczuk Government understands affordable air travel is critical for residents in Far 
North Queensland to overcome isolation and access services.”  
 
Mr Hinchliffe said the scheme provides affordable flights to residents of northern communities 
to allow them to access vital services and remain connected. 
 
“The scheme provides cheaper flights to residents of Far North Queensland and this Budget 
announcement secures the connection to the mainland and vital services for residents in 
some of Queensland’s most remote communities,” he said.  
 
“Savings of up to $400 per return flight, enable residents to travel for as little as $198, 
excluding booking fees, to access vital health, education and employment services. 
 
“The Palaszczuk Government has listened to Far North Queensland locals who said without 
the scheme, travelling to and from remote communities was too expensive.” 
 
Four airlines servicing 12 Torres Strait Islands and seven Cape York airports currently 
participate in the scheme that the government reintroduced last July to help make air travel 
more affordable for residents. 
 
To be eligible for the discount, locals will need to prove they have lived in their community in 
Cape York or the Torres Strait for at least three years by visiting a local council office and 
obtaining a Letter of Eligibility. 
 
For more information about flights including a complete list of communities included in the 
scheme, visit the Department of Transport and Main Roads website. 
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