
 

  

 

Tuesday, 14 June, 2016 
 

Minister for State Development, Dr Anthony Lynham 
 
Budget drives future industry, regional economies   
 
Jobs and business opportunities in 21st century industries, including biofutures, and 
pump-priming the state’s regional economies are the focus of almost half-a-billion 
dollars for state development in today’s Budget. 
 
State Development Minister Dr Anthony Lynham said more than $478 million had 
been allocated to the Department of State Development in the 2016-17 Budget.  
 
The big ticket items are: 
 

 an extra $175 million for Building Our Regions, including $90 million towards 
the regional infrastructure program, over the next four years, 
 

 almost $20 million over three years to turn the state’s emerging biofutures 
industry into a $1 billion export sector via a 10-year roadmap and action plan, 
 

 $8.5 million over two years to prime new projects, including new economic 
future plans for the regional Queensland. 

 
Another priority in 2016-17 will be master plans for priority ports at Gladstone, Abbot 
Point, Townsville and Hay Point/Mackay to boost sustainable growth around them. 

 
Dr Lynham said the underlying driver remained boosting economic activity to 
generate jobs and business opportunities, particularly in regional Queensland.  
 
“We are extending our commitment to Building Our Regions for another year to 
support more jobs and essential infrastructure in the regions,” he said. 
 
“That includes another $90 million over three years for the Transport Infrastructure 
Development Scheme. 
 
“This is on top of our $200 million allocation in last year’s Budget. 
 
“Building our Regions has already funded 42 projects that will support almost 700 
jobs across the state and construction is already underway on eight projects with 13 
agreements yet to be executed.” 
 
Dr Lynham said $15 million of savings from previous programs would also be re-
injected into Building Our Regions to further boost regional economic activity.  
 
The two-year $8.5 million injection will prime priority economy building projects, some 
to be delivered over the next 12 months, and others identified in 10 regional 
economic future plans. 
 
 



 

  

 

 
 
“This will include investigations into potential locations for new industries, and water 
supply investigations to support key regional industries and build diversity in our 
regional economies,” he said. 
 
More than $19 million over three years, starting with $7.68 million in 2016-17, will 
underpin the Government’s vision for an export-oriented industrial biotechnology and 
bioproducts sector. 
 
“These funds will drive home our Biofutures 10-Year Roadmap and Action Plan, that 
will lead the way to new industry opportunities for regional Queensland,” he said. 
 
Over the next three years the funding will cover: 
 

 $5 million Biofutures Industry Development Fund,  
 

 $4 million Queensland Biofutures Acceleration Program,  
 

 $5 million Queensland Biofutures Commercialisation Program,  
 

 more than $5 million to establish Biofutures Queensland, - a program of 
works led by the Department of State Development which will include the 
appointment of a preeminent Biofutures Industry Envoy and a Research Chair 
for Advanced Biofuels to enhance international research capacity in 
Queensland. 
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