
 

  

 

Tuesday 14 June 2016 
 

Environment Minister Dr Steven Miles 
 
Koalas, climate change, reef and park rangers key Budget priorities 
 
Protecting koalas, tackling climate change, protecting the Great Barrier Reef and 
expanding our protected area estate are focus areas of the Queensland 
Government’s 2016-17 Budget. 
 
Environment Minister Dr Steven Miles said the operating budget for the Department 
of Environment and Heritage Protection had increased $23.5 million to enhance and 
protect the environment. 
 
“We have responded to concerns for our native koala populations with the budget 
delivering an additional $12.1 million over four years and ongoing funding of $2.6 
million per annum for koala conservation and protection measures. 
 
“Increased funding of $15.2 million over four years will support wildlife management 
and conservation activities for a range of other species as well,” Dr Miles said. 
 
“These include grants to wildlife hospitals, wildlife licencing and inspections, and the 
continued development of wildlife management regulations. 
 
 “In addition, there is increased funding of $5.8 million over three years for crocodile 
management, that will also safeguard the jobs of the ten staff based in regional 
Queensland.” 
 
Dr Miles said climate change was also back on the agenda. 
 
“We have put the focus back on climate change and provided an additional $6.8 
million over four years to lead the development of the Government’s climate change 
strategies,” Dr Miles said. 
 
“This funding is in addition to the Government’s $12 million initiative to help coastal 
councils defend their communities from the impacts of climate change (the 
QCoast2100 program), which was announced in last year’s Budget. 
 
“Rapid action is also required to protect the Great Barrier Reef. 
 
“We will use recommendations from the Great Barrier Reef Water Science Taskforce 
to deliver on our $100 million commitment for cleaner water for a healthy reef.  
 
“I am also pleased that waste management is a key focus of the Budget, providing an 
additional $1.9 million for improved waste management and resource recovery 
initiatives. 
 
“Enhanced recycling and waste diversion industries lead to reduced landfill and 
reuse of materials, while growing the waste management industry and boosting 
employment opportunities.” 



 

  

 

 
 
The Budget also encourages innovation by providing $12 million over three years for 
a Community Sustainability Action Grants program, targeted at community groups. 
 
“The grants will support volunteer and community groups develop new ideas to 
improve wildlife protection, environmental rehabilitation and heritage conservation of 
local sites,” Dr Miles said. 
 
Dr Miles said the state’s national parks were also getting a boost in the budget. 
 
“The Budget has delivered up to 31 new park ranger jobs over the next four years 
across Queensland for the ongoing management of the state’s growing protected 
area estate.  
 
“In addition, an implementation team of up to 10 officers will be recruited by 2020 to 
support the transition of national parks on Cape York Peninsula to jointly managed 
parks with traditional owners,” Dr Miles said. 
 
The additional positions followed a recent expansion of the State’s protected area 
estate and are supported by new funding of $35.9 million over four years to establish 
and manage these areas. 
 
“It also helps redress some of the cuts to ranger numbers under the previous 
Newman-Nichols government, where more than 60 rangers were let go. 
 
“The State’s protected area estate has just undergone significant growth with three 
new national parks and six regional parks,” Dr Miles said.  
 
“The State’s protected area estate had now grown from 7.7% to 7.9% and there are 
plans to grow the protected area estate even more. 
 
Dr Miles said protected area land acquisitions were also an important feature of the 
Budget. 
 
“The Government is also contributing to the protection of the state's natural 
environment by making an additional $5 million available to acquire more land for 
inclusion in Queensland’s protected estate. 
 
“The Government’s focus is on maintaining healthy habitats and building resilience to 
climate change. 
 
“Through legislative changes, we have reinstated nature conservation as the cardinal 
principle of national park management.  
 
“We are committed to preserving natural conditions and protecting cultural resources 
and values to the greatest possible extent.” 
 
Media contact: 0412 393 909 
 
 



 

  

 

 


