
 

12 April 2020 
 
Hi everyone, 
 
I wanted today to wish you all a very happy Easter. While being at home is a different type of Easter for 
many of us, I do hope that you’ve been able to spend some positive time with your loved ones, albeit 
keeping to our physical distancing requirements.  
 
We are continuing to distribute the wonderfully generous gifts that the community and businesses have 
donated to our workforce.  
 
As I mentioned in my message yesterday, the kindness and level of donations we have received really 
does show that we are focused on the right things.  
 
Today, amongst these acts of kindness, we received a special visit from Victtoria and Lyla who used 
their own money to purchase Easter eggs, and spent yesterday doing them up in to packs for our ICU 
staff. What a wonderful gesture and I’m told that Sarah McGregor (pictured) was thrilled to accept them 
on behalf of the ICU team. 
  

 
 
It is so important that we follow the right steps to capture the details of these donations so that we can 
appropriately say a big ‘thank you’ to the individuals and businesses for their generosity.  
 
Car parking  
You may recall that CALHN has been looking at car parking options for our workforce as we had heard 
from you that there were concerns about travelling to and from work during this pandemic.  
 
Today, the state government announced free car parking and public transport for all metropolitan 
hospital staff, capped at $101 a month, to assist throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. This would apply 
to staff including doctors, nurses, cleaners and receptionists.  
Details on how this will be administered are still being worked through; however the changes are 
expected to last for the remainder of the duration of the Declaration of a Major Emergency, under the 
Emergency Management Act 2004. 

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/sahealth-rah-assets/general-downloads/Gifts-and-donations-FAQs-V1.1-11-April-2020.pdf
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/free-parking-for-hospital-staff-during-pandemic


 

 
I can assure you that we will work as quickly as possible to finalise these arrangements and 
communicate them to you as we know that access to car parking is a concern for many.  
 
Brace Trial – investigating the application of a TB vaccine to COVID-19 
I was very pleased to hear that a clinical trial with a focus on hospital staff will take place in South 
Australia to investigate whether an established tuberculosis vaccine could provide an immune system 
boost to reduce the prevalence, or severity, of COVID-19 symptoms. 
 
Due to the nature of their work, our hospital workforce will be invited to take part in the trial, meaning 
they may be amongst the first to access this potentially protective intervention. 
 
The trial will be conducted by our bioMed partner, SAHMRI who will work with the Murdoch Children's 
Research Institute, with the trial having the backing of the South Australian’ World Health Organisation 
Director-General, Tedros Adhanom. 

You can find out more about the trial or register to participate through the SAHMRI website.  

COVID-19 status update  
It is heartening to hear that there have been no new COVID019 cases diagnosed in SA in the last 24 
hours and that 239 of the 429 patients who have been diagnosed with COVID-19 have already 
recovered from this virus.  
 
However, we again received some sad news last night with one of our COVID-19 patients in ICU 
passing away. This unfortunately is the fourth COVID-19 related death in this state. I extend my 
condolences to the family and acknowledge the dedicated and skilled staff involved in providing care to 
this patient. 
 
The number of people attending our COVID-19 Clinic at the RAH continues to drop with the clinic 
assessing and swabbing 8 people and identifying an additional 5 people who did not need screening 
yesterday. The staff at the clinic have this month assessed and swabbed 344 people. 
  
As at 3pm today, there were 25 confirmed COVID-19 in-patients being treated at the RAH, six in ICU 
and we discharged one patient. There are 31 patients currently being treated through Hospital in the 
Home (HITH) in the community with four discharged.  
  
To everyone whether you are working, on planned or unplanned leave, or on days off, I encourage you 
to focus on bolstering your health and wellbeing. To those who are working, thank you, and as I always 
say, ‘If not us…then who?’. 
 
 
Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network 
 

https://www.sahmri.org/BRACE/

