
 

 
17 April 2020 

 
Hi everyone,  
  
I want to take the time today to acknowledge your patience and understanding in relation to the N95 
3M Model 8210 and 3M 8110 Small mask issues that we have been dealing with over the past few 
days. It has been an evolving situation and I want to let you know that we have endeavoured to bring 
you the most accurate information as it becomes available.  
  
As you would appreciate, this issue has been escalated to the Federal Government and we have been 
reliant on decisions and expert advice being made beyond just our network.  
  
We have taken every step possible to inform you of  the correct information once we have had it 
clarified. I appreciate that this particular matter has been confusing and may have led to some anxiety. 
I want to assure you that we are working closely with our state and federal colleagues to clarify the 
situation and our intent has always been to act in your best interests – as your protection is mission 
critical in caring for our patients. 
   
Car parking 
I’d hoped to be in a position to let you know that we are ready to enact the announcement that was 
made by the Premier last weekend, however we are still unpacking what this means for our facilities 
and how this will impact our workforce. 
  
I’d like to acknowledge the work of the Programs in pulling together a list of people who are essential to 
our COVID-19 response. We are planning on  finalising this over the weekend and I hope to bring you 
more information early next week. 
  
COVID-19 status update  
Yesterday the RAH COVID-19 clinic, assessed 167 people.  Ten  did not need require screening. That 
is almost a 50% increase in the number of people assessed on the previous day. Luckily, our clinic 
team are so well trained and prepared that they were able to process people efficiently, with little fuss. 
Well done. A big thank you to our Spotless colleagues who helped out at the Clinic with ‘crowd control’ 
throughout the day.  
  
As at this afternoon, there were 7 confirmed COVID-19 inpatients being treated at the RAH including 2 
in ICU. I thought that you might also be interested to know that 32 of the 33 colleagues of our nurse 
who tested positive have returned negative tests - the last result should be back tomorrow as it was 
only taken today. 
 
Testing blitz 
Some of you may have heard that almost 2,000 South Australians were tested yesterday in the first day 
of the ‘blitz’ – that is amazing – and today up until 4pm there were almost 1,100!  With this blitz we will 
certainly gain some useful information about infection rates within our community and hopefully they 
will remain very low.  I count myself lucky to be in South Australia right now rather than anywhere in the 
country, or in fact, the world! 
 
 



 

‘Stop the flu before it stops you’ staff flu vaccination program 
Close to 1,300 immunisations have taken place over the last two days, which is an excellent start as 
we work towards achieving our 95 percent target. This is an absolute focus for us over the next few 
weeks and key in protecting our patients, our colleagues and ourselves.   
 
We are really relying on ‘peer vaccinators’ and in our Cancer program, their flu vax champions Jake 
and Corrine, have managed to vaccinate 181 staff in two days and they even made their own t-shirts!   
 
Whilst most onsite vaccination areas are now open, for those in blue spaces at the RAH, your 
champions will be available next week. If you’re unsure who your flu vax champion is, a list is available 
via our intranet page. 
 
Now more than ever, it is crucial that we are all protected so we can best look after the health of 
ourselves, and our community. 
 
Other news around CALHN 
I know that these daily updates are really COVID-19 focused, and this means that I have not been 
sharing the other wonderful work that we do, and will continue to do, during this pandemic.  I will try 
and find a way to not make the daily anything other than COVID-related but perhaps go back to the 
writing a slightly longer message on Friday.    
 
Today, I want to acknowledge that it is world haemophilia day. Many of you may not know this but the 
RAH is the state haemophilia treatment centre and at SA Pathology we have Haemostasis lab staff 
who provide a high quality service. Thank you to Dr Chee Wee Tan, Dr Yvonne Brennan and Nurse 
Consultant Andrew Atkins for their leadership in this space and essential service we provide to our 
patients.  
 
I will be back in the office next week and hopefully will only have little of the cough left from what was a 
most uncommon common cold!  I have not mastered, but rather have endured the frustrations of 
working from home as many of you are. 
 
For those of you who are not working over the weekend, I hope you take some time to rest and 
recharge for the next week while continuing to maintain social distance. To those who are working, 
thank you, and as I always say, ‘If not us…then who?’ 
  
 
 
Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network 
  
 

http://inside.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/non-public+content/sa+health+intranet/central+adelaide+lhn/programs+and+initiatives/flu+vaccination+program+-+calhn
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