
 
 

18 April 2020 

Hi everyone,  
 
Just a short message from me today. I specifically wanted to mention the work of Kathryn Hopper, one 
of our SA Pathology nurses who is working on the frontline at the drive though clinic at the Repat - she 
was featured in the Advertiser today as a member of our crucial ‘Corona Squad’. 
 
Having worked as a volunteer nurse in Africa – Uganda and Kenya – she is more than up for the 
challenge of screening hundreds of people a day for coronavirus. Despite the ridiculously long hours 
she finds it incredibly rewarding and says “Most people have been absolutely amazing,...I haven’t been 
thanked so much in my whole nursing career and it’s quite overwhelming”. 
 
I too would like to extend my thanks to all of our staff who are screening on the front line. 
 
We have so many unsung heroes in our health service, most of whom go about their jobs without 
looking for recognition. I would however like to recognise the amazing work that our ED staff do each 
and every day. Whilst the pandemic has impacted on the total numbers of patients presenting to the 
department, it is a constantly evolving environment and the teams have had to adapt to new operating 
rhythms that present a degree of uncertainty at times.   
 
I take my hat off to all of our frontline staff and those of you who support them on a daily basis. This 
situation has really tested our ability to be agile and work differently. Fortunately there have been many 
positive learnings that will help us to reimagine a new CALHN as we recover from this pandemic. 
 
COVID-19 status update  

Yesterday the RAH COVID-19 clinic assessed 147 people, with 2 who did not require screening. 
Despite the large numbers of people being screened in South Australia during our ‘blitz’ there was 0 
new cases yesterday! 
 
As at 12pm today, there were 7 confirmed COVID-19 inpatients being treated at the RAH including 1 in 
ICU. There are 33 patients being treated in the community through Hospital in the Home (HITH).  

 
Thank you to those of you working over the weekend as I always say, ‘If not us…then who?’.  
  
  

  
Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network 
  
 


