
 

 
19 April 2020 

Hi everyone, 
 
I’m sure that many of you will have been following with interest the testing blitz that is currently 
underway across South Australia. Whilst more than 4000 people have been tested since the blitz 
began all results so far have been negative. This is just the beginning and we will still need to wait to 
see what this means for informing our clinical practice, and the wider state in so far as maintaining 
social distancing. The Premier has been very clear that we need to get the necessary testing in place, 
tracing in place and PPE in place before we make any significant moves in relations to any easing of 
restrictions.  
 
As you’ll know, CALHN, like all public and private providers around the country suspended all but the 
most urgent planned care - including non urgent elective surgery. Over the coming week we will be 
planning what we can restart when it is safe to do so. The surgical program has maintained close 
contact with patients affected by the suspensions and are already doing some thinking around what a 
staged resumption of service might look like. Our command team, is in close liaison with our partners 
across the state to ensure we’re able to meet our communities needs while ensuring we maintain 
capacity to respond to local outbreaks.  
  
As the local situation continues to evolve I, with the executive and our support team from the ADF are 
reviewing the command, control and communication structures. I’d like to thank the teams who have 
led and managed our response both within the network command and at department level. Our review 
is to ensure we maintain a proportionate and sustainable response and once this is complete, we’ll be 
communicating the new structures and operations across our sites and through our program teams. 
  
COVID-19 status update  
Yesterday at the RAH COVID-19 clinic, assessed 114 people with an additional one presenting who did 
not require screening. 
 
As at 10am today, there were seven confirmed COVID-19 inpatients being treated at the RAH including 
one in ICU. There are 33 patients being treated through Hospital in the Home (HITH) in the community. 
 
Finally, I’d like to acknowledge the hard work of our COVID receiving wards. I know all of our nurses 
and ward support teams, including our Spotless partners are working hard to deliver an exceptional 
patient experience and expert care. There have been some high levels of admission, discharge and 
transfer as many of our patients, thankfully, return negative results.  
  
Thank you for your continued effort, care and compassion for our community in this continually evolving 
situation and as I always say, ‘If not us…then who?’.  
 

Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network 


