
 

20 April 2020 

 

Hi everyone,  

 

I thought I’d start today’s message with an excerpt from an article written in 

yesterday’s Sunday Mail by our very own, Executive Director of Nursing and Patient 

Services Rebecca Badcock. 

 

‘Caring for people is what nurses do every day – it’s our core business – and that 

hasn’t changed with the arrival of COVID-19 in Adelaide…..Our nursing staff have 

been incredible, but it’s not surprising that nurses are willing to step up and play their 

role in tackling the virus. That’s what we do and history shows that’s what we’ve 

always done, but we shouldn’t forget that all of our health care workers are not only 

dealing with the pandemic as health professionals, but as people too. Being a nurse 

doesn’t shield you from the worry we are all feeling” 

 

Now more than ever is a time to celebrate our nurses, and the role they have played, 

in this the International Year of the Nurse, along with our medical staff, allied health 

practitioners and support staff in responding to this significant event.  

 

Only as of today were our nurses once again asked to step up as a result of the 

repatriation of Australians who arrived in Adelaide this morning.  

 

Most of the arrivals are quarantined in one of Adelaide's hotels and most are well, 

however, we are on standby to support a small number who have complex medical 

conditions. 

 

COVID-19 status update  

Yesterday, the COVID-19 clinic at the RAH treated and swabbed 71 patients and 

saw another 3 who did not need screening. Our SA Pathology Drive through clinics 

collected 218 samples. 

 

As at 3pm today, there were 3 confirmed COVID-19 inpatients being treated at the 

RAH including 1 in ICU. There are 20 patients being treated through Hospital in the 

Home (HITH) in the community. 

  

 



 

Screening 

I thought you all might be interested to know that since 5 April when we started the 

public health screening at the RAH we have screened 19,412 people who entered 

the building.  

 

Out of interest 88 people have been identified as either high risk / overseas / 

interstate or close contacts. Since the testing blitz commenced last week, 23 people 

have been redirected to the COVID-19 clinic for testing, as compared to only 3 in the 

lead up to the blitz.   

 

At the TQEH 3687 people have been screened with one person refused entry, one 

sent to the ED and two directed to COVID-19 clinics.  

 

Car parking 

Today we were able to enact the car parking directive that the Premier announced 

on Sunday 12 April.  

 

Permits will be issued to those who are currently on the RAH waiting list and a 

triaged approach to applications for essential workers will be rollout over the coming 

days. The TQEH and Hampstead current arrangements remain.  

 

The process for reimbursement for off site commercial car parking charges is still 

being formulated and will be communicated in the coming days. Free public transport 

for staff is accessible with a valid ID card.  

 

Stop the flu before it stops you - CALHN’s workplace vaccination program 
As it is mandatory for us to submit total vaccination numbers to the Department of 

Health, I now have visibility into how many immunisations have been conducted per 

area/ward.  

 

Presently, I can see that 26% of our workforce has been immunised against the flu 

across all CALHN sites. Whilst this is a fantastic initial response, I encourage you all 

to keep up the momentum and locate your flu vax champion; please refer to the 

intranet for locations near you. 

 

If you are working from home and need an immunisation, please visit TQEH or 

Hampstead during the times listed below; no need to phone ahead: 

http://inside.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/non-public+content/sa+health+intranet/central+adelaide+lhn/programs+and+initiatives/flu+vaccination+program+-+calhn
http://inside.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/non-public+content/sa+health+intranet/central+adelaide+lhn/programs+and+initiatives/flu+vaccination+program+-+calhn


 

 Hampstead | 8:00am to 5pm, daily in the OPD Room 2W15 

 TQEH | 10:30am to 12:30pm & 1:30-3:30pm, daily in the Dining Room, Level 
2 
 

Visitor directive 

We have previously been very clear that our visitor directive is one visitor, per patient 

per day, however, I would encourage you to seek advice from your nurse unit 

manager or the after-hours duty coordinator, if there are extenuating circumstances 

that require exemption from this directive on compassionate grounds. 
 

As I always say… ‘If not us...then who?’ 

  

Lesley Dwyer 

Chief Executive Officer 

Central Adelaide Local Health Network 
 


