
 
23 April 2020 

Hi everyone,  
 
Once again, we’ve had some good news today with no new confirmed positive COVID-19 cases in South 
Australia – with the continued rate of testing this is excellent news indeed.  
 
With continued good results for South Australia, and as we start to look more to our business as usual, I 
wanted to share with you that our Cancer Program Medical Lead, Dr Tim Price was featured in the media 
promoting the way the cancer team has embraced ‘thinking differently’ in our service delivery through 
COVID-19 which has resulted in some great successes in implementing new approaches.  
 
We all know that patients with cancer are particularly vulnerable because of the nature of the disease and 
treatment, so a significant effort has been made to minimise the number of patients who need to come to 
hospital through a chemo@home initiative. In the first four weeks of this initiative, 29 patients have been 
able to sign up to the chemo@home program, with 105 appointments held, including treatment and 
telehealth consults. 
 
Our cancer team have been reviewing their lists and providing consults via telehealth wherever possible, 
and appointments for supportive medications that would have usually occurred at the RAH have also been 
moved offsite to help keep our patients safe.  
 
Some of our oncology and haematology services also temporarily moved from the RAH to TQEH, including 
the transfer of 20 inpatient beds. So where we would normally have 60 or more inpatients at the RAH, the 
numbers have reduced to 20-30 patients. 
 
Well done to the cancer team for embracing new approaches and ideas through this difficult period. It just 
goes to show how we can deliver the best possible outcome for our patients through innovative thinking and 
working collaboratively. Make sure you tune into one of tonight’s news (all channels) to see the story as 
many of the initiatives we have put in place really do need to become our new way of working! 
 
COVID-19 status update  
Yesterday at the RAH COVID-19 clinic assessed 96 people with 5 people presenting that did not need 
require screening. So far our public screening at site entrances across CALHN has screened 37,578 staff, 
patients and visitors.  
 
As at 3.30pm today, there was 1 COVID-19 positive inpatients being treated at the RAH. There are 11 
patients being treated through Hospital in the Home (HITH) in the community. Across our 3 SA Pathology 
drive through sites we tested 318 people. 
 
I would like to take a moment to clarify that the statistics we have been reporting are continuously evolving 
and capture a very specific point in time, and will change over the course of the 24 hour period.  
 
We aim to get you the most up-to-date and accurate information when it's available, and our reporting takes 
into consideration a number of patient categorisations, including whether a person is probable, possible or 
confirmed with COVID-19. We also have the situation where a patient may have tested COVID-19 positive, 
but is now testing negative, despite still being in either ICU or on one of our wards. 
 
 



 
Flu vaccinations 
As of yesterday we have 38% of our workforce vaccinated within CALHN. That is an encouraging result so 
far, and I strongly encourage ALL of you to ensure you get your flu shot as soon as possible. You can find a 
list of your flu champions here. 
 
For context, in 2018 CALHN did not even manage to reach more than 50% across CALHN – we did much 
better in 2019 with 62.1%. This year our goal is to reach 95% as we know it's vital to not only protect 
ourselves, but also our patients and the community.  
 
For those of you working from home, just a reminder that you can visit TQEH or Hampstead for your flu 
vaccination. Working from home is no reason to put off getting your flu shot! 
 
If you have been vaccinated elsewhere, or have a reason not to be vaccinated, please make sure that you 
complete this form and email to Suzanne Cox at  Suzanne.Cox@sa.gov.au.  
 
Gift of song 
We have received a lovely and thoughtful gift from a Port Lincoln resident named John Lecne. A retired 
musician, John wanted to extend his appreciation to all of our team for their work throughout COVID-19 and 
has written and performed this amazing song for you all. 
 
He wanted you all to know that while he couldn't get to a proper recording studio due to isolation measures, 
that he put his heart into this song and is so appreciative of all of you. I think you will agree that this is a 
wonderful gift and I encourage you that if you do have Facebook to take the time to comment and thank 
John. Visit the post here: https://www.facebook.com/john.lecner.7/videos/915615792230315/ 
 

 
 
Like much of our community, recently I am reminded more than ever of the important role we all play in our 
community both through COVID-19 and in ‘normal times’. Slowly we are starting to see more patients 
attending our emergency departments which has seen an increase in ‘footfall’ throughout our hospitals. 
This has also meant that we need to keep our patient flow good practice front of mind to ensure we do not 
keep our patients in hospital longer than they need to be. It is not in their best interests, and generally not 
what our patients want themselves. We need to respect our patients time and do everything we can to get 
them safely home. 
 

http://inside.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/3b3009b5-0691-4b54-8b4b-afa8ab5671ad/CALHN+staff+flu+vax+champions+by+location+20200420.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-3b3009b5-0691-4b54-8b4b-afa8ab5671ad-n6mC6po
http://inside.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/98017885-4620-4059-9780-0016a8c389e1/20033.4+Staff+Flu-Refusal+Form.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-98017885-4620-4059-9780-0016a8c389e1-n3I4aUn
mailto:Suzanne.Cox@sa.gov.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Etv5C4QZ01cyEWLFOlJ_3?domain=facebook.com/


 
The increased presence of staff and visitors on our site reminds us that we need to continue to be vigilant 
about social distancing both in public places and in our work areas. I stood in a fairly lengthy queue at 
lunchtime (and was impressed with the social distancing we all practised) and thought that I would share 
that we are working with our Celsus colleagues to ensure that we ‘re-open’ our commercial activities in line 
with demand, but want to acknowledge that NO social distancing rules have been relaxed just yet so 
continue to remain vigilant. 
 
As I always say... ‘If not us…then who?’.  
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