
 
28 April 2020 

 
Hi everyone,  
  
Today’s message is a little bit shorter as we continue to experience a stabilisation of our response to 
COVID-19. In light of recent national and local results - South Australia has just recorded six days with no 
confirmed cases - we have de-escalated our response which means that we will return to a lighter touch 
Command structure. We need to retain the ability to deliver essential care within CALHN while remaining 
ready to respond to any increase in COVID-19 cases. 
  
This new structure includes creating a ‘Recovery Team’ to overview how we deliver, re-imagine our re-set 
our services in line with our plan for the future. However, I would like to talk more about this over the 
coming days.   
  
We will begin to reintroduce some essential surgery shortly and I know that many of you are looking forward 
to the resumption of a new ‘normal’ as part of your work day. We are working on a plan that introduces up 
to 25% of elective surgery in a staged and controlled process.  
  
COVID-19 status update  
Yesterday at the RAH COVID-19 clinic assessed 69 people with 3 people presenting that did not need 
require screening. Across our 3 SA Pathology drive through sites we tested 224 people. Professor Spurrier 
confirmed this afternoon that South Australia now has only 14 active COVID-19 cases, with 96% of cases 

recovered. Within the RAH we currently have no COVID-19 confirmed cases within the RAH.  
   
Nurse and midwife training boost for COVID-19  

Today the government announced that more than 400 nurses and midwives across the state have 
completed training to upskill in readiness for a COVID-19. The upskilling of our nursing staff has allowed us 
to not only ensure our preparedness with COVID-19 but has also provided the opportunity to expand on the 
knowledge and skill set of our nursing and midwife team. Well done to all of those who stepped up to 
ensure the community is protected through this difficult period. 

  
As I always say... ‘If not us…then who?’.  
  
Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network 
 


