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Hi everyone,  

While many CALHN staff are focused on COVID-19 preparations there are a large number 
of others who are working alongside us that I wanted to take a moment to acknowledge and 
that includes our Spotless and ISS colleagues.  
 
The services that this workforce provide are invaluable and while we have been continuing 
to deliver excellent patient care, they too have been continuing to provide a well-respected 
service to our patients and our staff. Spotless and ISS staff will continue to be an important 
part of our response planning along with Celsus our RAH facilities operator.  
 
Screening trial at the RAH 
As we continue our COVID-19 preparations, tomorrow staff, patients and visitors who enter 
through the level 3 main entrance at the RAH will be asked a series of questions around 
their travel history, their exposure to confirmed COVID-19 cases and about whether they 
have COVID-19 related symptoms.  
 
Thank you to some of our nurses who have taken on this role and with such a large hospital, 
we’re likely to have a few bumps along the way and we appreciate your patience as we trial 
this initiative tomorrow. As always you are welcome to provide feedback to 
health.calhncovid19@sa.gov.au.  
 
PPE  
It is incredibly important that our workforce are safe and feel confident in their PPE when 
they are caring for patients with COVID-19, irrespective of the brand.   
  
In my bulletin yesterday I mentioned that we were open to alternative PPE suppliers and that 
we would be fit testing staff for these alternate branded masks so that we were ready for 
when the current masks would not met our needs.  

  
Fit testing for these masks commenced late yesterday and from today we are now fit testing 
24 hours a day, with two machines (in addition to the third machine on the 6th floor) in ICU. 
I’m pleased to share that all of the staff who we have fit tested so far today have been able 
to use one or both of the new alternative masks.  
  
Please be assured that we are committed to this intensive fit testing program so that our staff 
feel confident and safe with these alternative brands of PPE. The program will continue into 
other clinical areas for as long as it is needed with more staff being trained today to 
undertake this task.  
 
COVID-19 status update  
Yesterday the RAH COVID-19 clinic assessed and swabbed 45 people and saw 23 people 
who did not need screening.  
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As at 4pm today, there were 24 confirmed COVID-19 in patients being treated at the RAH 
including 9 in ICU and today we discharged 7 patients. There are 49 patients currently being 
treated through Hospital in the Home (HITH) in the community. 
 
Thank you to those of you who worked today and who are rostered on tomorrow. If you are 
on days off take the time to relax and get some well-earned rest.  
 
Before I sign off as I always do by saying ‘If not us...then who?’ I wanted to call out the 
need for continued kindness towards each other, our patients and our community. It is a 
worrying time for many and we are all having to work and think differently. Kindness not only 
feels good but also does us good as it boosts our wellbeing, which is important at times such 
as this.  
  
Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network 
 
 


