
  

  

29 July 2020 

Hi everyone, 
  

Last Friday Matt McInnes shared with you in the usual Friday message that a close contact of 

two staff from our switchboard team had tested positive for COVID-19.  
  

I am pleased to advise that both the staff members who had been in close contact with the 

positive case have since received negative test results. Thank you to the switchboard team 

for their cooperation, resilience and the care they have shown over the past few days.  
  

Current situation 

  

Across the country there continue to be more COVID-19 positive cases, most notably another 

295 in Victoria yesterday and 19 in NSW.   
  

Yesterday in South Australia we had a new case confirmed. In this circumstance it was a 

South Australian who had returned to Adelaide over the weekend following a time living in 

Victoria. The prompt detection of this case while the person was in quarantine shows that our 

precautions are having the desired effect.  
  

The RAH testing clinic continues to experience a significant increase in those presenting for 

testing which shows that the message to get tested if you have even minor symptoms is 

getting through to our community. If you are attending the clinic, remember to identify yourself 

as a healthcare worker so your testing can be fast-tracked. 
  

CALHN staff lead an SA contingent to Victoria 
  

Today Executive Director of Nursing and Patient Experience Rebecca Badcock and NUM 

Mark Dallman have today headed to Victoria to support the COVID-19 Victorian health 

response. 
  

Rebecca and Mark, along with a SAAS liaison and MFS logistic officer are part of a South 

Australian ‘forward command team’ that will provide strategic and operational leadership for 

SA’s Victorian deployment, with up to 50 nurses from across all LHN’s heading to Melbourne 

from Friday. 
  

One of the largest challenges Victoria’s health authorities are facing is workforce, particularly 

in the aged care sector, and the SA contingent will focus on the aged care response. 
  

I am very proud of Rebecca and Mark and all of the nursing staff who put themselves forward 

to support our colleagues and the community. Moving away from your friends and family to 

do this important work really demonstrates the  ‘If not us...then who?’ that I often speak 

about. 
  

Any RNs interested in being deployed should speak to their line manager or nurse lead. 

Deployments are for 2-4 weeks and those who put themselves forward will also need to 

quarantine for 2 weeks on return from Victoria. EOI’s can be submitted to: 



Operations.HealthEMT@sa.gov.au with subject line - VIC DEPLOYMENT AGED CARE. SA 

Health will provide PPE and ensure supplies. 
 

  

  

  

IMT update 

  

Yesterday members of our disaster resilience team held a simulation with members of the 

IMT and other key staff based on a scenario of an increase in COVID-19 cases similar to the 

current situation in Victoria. The session included a presentation from Paul McGowen, State 

Health Command and was attended by Sarah Woon, A/COO, SALHN and Snr Sgt Russell 

Dippy, Emergency Management Coordinator, SA Police.  
  

It was a very informative session with great input from attendees as we worked through our 

potential response to an significant increase in COVID-19 positive patients at the RAH. Once 

again it was clear to me how as a network we really are leading by example in how we are 

managing our preparedness and response to COVID-19.  
  

One of the highlights from the session for me was our discussion around the improvements 

we could make in our patient care now that we know more about COVID-19, how it affects 

people and the learnings we have taken on how other healthcare systems - both overseas 

and interstate - have managed. 
  

It’s very important that we continue to work through these scenarios so we are best prepared 

to respond should our current situation change. 
  

If you have any suggested learnings you would like the IMT to consider based upon your 

experiences, please raise them with your manager to escalate to the IMT. 
  

Our current state of preparedness 
  

CALHN currently remains at CoSTAT 1. 
  

At the RAH, ward 6GG continues to operate as a dedicated COVID-19 ward and there will be 

no more ward moves at this stage. 
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We currently have a good level of PPE stock available and everyday we count our stock 

levels to ensure our staff have what they need should we start to receive COVID-19 patients. 

Below is the current status of our PPE Dashboard. 
  

Currently we update the dashboard twice a week and we are working on how to capture and 

report on our daily stock levels in real-time.  
  

Outside of the stock recorded on the dashboard below, we have a secure 7-day supply of 

PPE that can be accessed on request of the IMT should we see a sudden increase in 

demand.  

  

  

Should we change our CoSTAT status, I will inform you as soon as possible through a 

COVID-19 CEO Bulletin. Any implementation of CoSTAT plans will be done in a measured 

and planned way. 
  

Reminder about new border closures 
  

From 12.01am this morning, only essential travellers are able to enter SA from Victoria. South 

Australians will no longer be able to return to SA from Victoria. Victorian residents, other than 

essential travellers, are not permitted to travel to South Australia. Checkpoints or road blocks 

will be set up at all border crossings between South Australia and Victoria. 

For the latest information on cross border travel, including requirements for essential 

travellers please click below. 
 

  

 

 

  

You can find out the latest information about our response on the COVID-19 staff portal or for 

the latest state government information you can visit https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au  
  

With the growing number of cases in Victoria it is very important that we remember to 

maintain physical distancing and enforce our visitor guidelines to ensure that we keep our 

Read COVID-19 cross border travel information  

https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au 
https://contactmonkey.com/api/v1/tracker?cm_session=facd9fe9-0c84-46c4-8005-dd6535d46390&cm_type=link&cm_link=c6b78a95-d7df-4787-a836-e9d5f5f8c05f&cs=1723e424-2892-48e4-8ff8-a4667423cbda&cm_destination=https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/sahealth-rah-assets/general-downloads/COVID19-Visitor-guidelines-14-July-2020.pdf
https://contactmonkey.com/api/v1/tracker?cm_session=facd9fe9-0c84-46c4-8005-dd6535d46390&cm_type=link&cm_link=629080aa-89dd-43e7-a27b-a386ed97ec12&cs=1723e424-2892-48e4-8ff8-a4667423cbda&cm_destination=https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/emergency-declarations/cross-border-travel
https://contactmonkey.com/api/v1/tracker?cm_session=facd9fe9-0c84-46c4-8005-dd6535d46390&cm_type=link&cm_link=629080aa-89dd-43e7-a27b-a386ed97ec12&cs=1723e424-2892-48e4-8ff8-a4667423cbda&cm_destination=https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/emergency-declarations/cross-border-travel


patients, visitors and staff safe. 
  

And as I always say...‘If not us...then who?’ 
 

  

Lesley Dwyer 

Chief Executive Officer 

Central Adelaide Local Health Network 
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