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13 May 2020 

 
Hi everyone,  
  
In South Australia things continue to look positive with no new COVID-19 cases this week, and within 
CALHN, we currently have no COVID-19 positive patients within our hospitals. 
  
Yesterday our Command team held its weekly gate review to assess our current COVID-19 response 
plan. In light of recent national and local results, we have decided to remain at our current status of 
CoSTAT 2 and maintain a state of ‘readiness’. However this means that we are now focused on how to 
‘restart’ our services – but not as there were as we have made so many changes that many of them now 
need to ‘stick’ and become the new way of doing things. 
  
We will be testing this readiness and our current plans, processes and procedures with our ADF 
counterparts during a desktop exercise tomorrow. The exercise will ensure that we are well positioned 
should we need to ‘scale up’ our response in the event of a surge in new COVID-19 cases. This is 
important for both us and the community as we resume services, including elective surgery.   
 
We will continue to implement a considered approach as we resume all services (including surgery) to 
ensure that we are best placed to meet our increasing demand which is almost back to pre COVID-19 
levels in our emergency department. 
  
COVID-19 status update  
The number of patients presenting to the RAH COVID-19 testing clinic continues to fluctuate, despite the 
expansion of the testing criteria which allows for more widespread community testing.  
  
Since Monday the RAH COVID-19 clinic has assessed 228 people with 4 people presenting that did not 
require screening. Yesterday, SA Pathology collected 879 samples at the drive in clinics. 
  
There continues to be no evidence of widespread community infection which is good news which means 
we are all doing the right things when it comes to social distancing.  This hopefully means that our 
restrictions will be gradually lifted and we can refocus on resetting our organisation. 
  
As I always say... ‘If not us…then who?’.  
  

Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network 
 


