
 

1 
 

2 April 2020 
 
Hi everyone,  
 
Many of you would have welcomed the Prime Minister’s announcement today of free childcare for those 
who need to continue working through this pandemic. I know that this comes as a great relief to our staff 
who continue to work, and for our broader community. 
 
However, the biggest issue for many of us continues to be around PPE - what to use and when. Our Head 
of our Infectious Disease unit, A/Professor David Shaw filmed a video today for our clinicians with 
information about our N95 supply and use in our current environment. If you haven’t seen this video, I 
recommend you watch it here  
 
In this very unusual environment that we currently find ourselves in, I do encourage you to listen to the 
fantastic experts within our network when they provide us with advice, and to use your discretion with 
information from sources outside the official government channels.  
 
All COVID-19 related communications (hospital posters, flowcharts, emails and website updates) are 
signed off by our Incident Management Team (IMT) or a delegated representative prior to being published 
or shared with you. Given the depth of knowledge and expertise in our network, it is only natural that many 
of you may want to provide feedback based on your own experiences. 
 
If at any time if you have concerns whether they be clinical, logistics or specific COVID-19 concerns, we 
encourage you to escalate these through your line manager and then the clinical leads in your program 
who will triage decisions for escalation to the IMT, either via the Clinical Advisory Group or the Business 
Operations and Logistics Group. Both of these groups have significant representation from across the 
organisation and are the appropriate forum for issues to be raised.  
 
COVID-19 status update  
Yesterday the RAH COVID-19 clinic assessed and swabbed 37 people and saw 10 people who did not 
need screening.  
  
As at 10am today, there were 24 confirmed COVID-19 inpatients being treated at the RAH including 6 in 
ICU. There are 56 patients being treated through Hospital in the Home (HITH) in the community. 
 
I have had a number of you suggest that we communicate how many patients with COVID-19 have been 
discharged and I am pleased to say that since we first started treating patients with COVID-19, we have 
discharged 107 people. From today, I will endeavour to provide you with our daily discharges here within 
my status update. 
 
Car parking at the RAH 
I wanted to let you know that we are very close to being able to offer staff who are required on site for 
COVID response duties access to on-site parking at the RAH regardless of their eligibility status for permit 
parking. We are also finalising solutions for employees currently paying for parking at a CALHN site, but 
working from home.  
 
PPE - Masks 
I thought I would take the opportunity to share some of the ‘behind the scenes’ work that is underway. As I 
have discussed in previous messages, we know that PPE continues to be an area of concern for our staff.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Azcbrzew4_I&feature=youtu.be
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This afternoon, I was pleased to be informed that 19,000 masks were delivered to our secure stores onsite 
at the RAH. While we continue to work on longer term procurement channels, seeing tangible evidence of 
the work being done to make sure we have these masks onsite was certainly reassuring.  
 
As a health network, we are not alone in dealing with PPE procurement, and I want our staff to be 
reassured that it’s of the highest priority within the CALHN COVID-19 Incident Management Team. 
 
Check in  
Yesterday we received a very thoughtful gift from Canteen who were checking in to see how we were 
fairing as an organisation. It is really lovely to know that our community and partners are thinking of us as 
we take on this very important role in our health system. 
 
The State Manager of canteen said We wanted to send our best wishes to all our colleagues fighting a 
really hard battle at the moment. A smile was all we were after!  
 
Sharing the learnings 
Our evolving use of technology is providing us with the opportunity to collaborate with our overseas 
colleagues who have experience dealing with COVID-19 positive patients. 
 
This afternoon at 5.30pm Dr Peter Subramaniam, Medical Lead from Surgery 2 is moderating a Q and A 
session for our surgeons and anaesthetists with colleagues from the National University Heart Centre in 
Singapore, with a session titled ‘Lessons from Singapore- Surgery during Covid19 pandemic’. 
 
The panellists include Asst Professor Andrew Choong- consultant vascular surgeon; Dr Raj Menon – 
consultant vascular, general and trauma surgeon, Dr Ram Ramanathan – adult cardiac intensivist and Dr 
Foong Theng Wai – consultant anaesthetist. 
 
We are really appreciative of the team at National University Heart Centre for making themselves 
available. The session will be made available for those staff unable to attend to view it at a later time. 
 
I know this continues to be a concerning time for many of us, so now more than ever….. 
  
‘If not us...then who?’ 

 
Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network  


